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vendors were being turned 
away as parking space was 
filled to overflowing. Ven-
dors came from distant 
states including Texas, New 
Jersey, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Pennsylvania and Ontario, 
Canada. Perennial vendor 
attendee and R.E. Olds 
Chapter member, Pete Gib-
son displayed his vast inven-
tory of collector pins, model 
cars and other Olds memo-
rabilia. Pete, now a "snow 
bird", makes his winter home 

July - August 2005 

Rocket Review  

President’s Corner 2 

Editor’s Corner 2 

Membership 3 

Olds Parting with . .  11 

Classified Ads 12 

Homecoming Wrap-up  12 

GM Heritage Ctr Trip 14 

Secretary’s Report 15 

Inside this issue:  

Special points of 
interest: 

• Homecoming Photos - pg. 4 - 8 

• N. Ohio Olds Show - pg. 9 - 10 

• Order Chapter Jackets! - pg. 13 

• Financial Report - pg. 13 

• Berlin Raceway Outing - pg. 14 

 

F inal count: 427 
O l d s m o b i l e  

show cars, 46 Oldsmo-
biles in the "For Sale" lot, 
and 59 vendors in the 
Swap Meet area of 
Homecoming 2005! This 
year's show amounted to 
the biggest and best 
Oldsmobile Homecom-
ing ever. The show field 
contained a great variety 
of Oldsmobiles from the 
1905 Curved Dash Olds 
owned by Jim Walkin-
shaw, to the 2005 Alero 
and Bravada Final 500 
C o l l e c t o r  E d i t i o n  
Oldsmobiles. 

Many, many cars were 
displayed, covering 38 differ-
ent classes which included 
the usual stock categories 
plus race cars, modifieds, 
street stock and Olds Pow-
ered vehicles. Well repre-
sented again this year were 
the Alero Tuner cars, some 
coming from as far away as 
P e n n s y l v a n i a .  T h e s e  
Oldsmobiles, featuring cus-
tom paint and front fascias, 
low profile wheels and tires, 
extremely detailed engine 
compartments and giant 
speaker systems filling the 

trunk, held the interest of 
the younger generation 
spectators. 

The 50's fans gravitated to 
the sharp custom street 
rods; one, a 1955 Olds 
named "Party Doll" from the 
Placers Car Club in Toledo, 
Ohio. Another Street Rod, a 
1928 Olds, displayed a sign 
which proclaimed "This ain't 
even your Grandfather's 
Oldsmobile!" 

 Meanwhile by 11:30 am, 
back in the swap meet area, 

Biggest  and Best  Ever ! 

1 3 t h  A n n u a l  O l d s m o b i l e  
H o m e c o m i n g  a  S u c c e s s   

Continued page 4 | see Homecoming  

Spare tire on the F-88 sits inside the rear bumper. To remove the tire, 
the center area of the bumper folds down so the spare can be slid out. 
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2005 R .E .  Olds  Chapter  
Board  o f  D i rec tor s 

Editor’s Corner  

President 
Troy Collins  
(517) 646-0879 
president@reolds.org 
 
Vice-President & Past President 
Ken Nicholas 
(517) 663-2397 
mroldskcn@sbcglobal.net 
 
Secretary 
Jill Gilbert 
(517) 393-4180 
jkggilbert@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer 
Nick Colovos 
(517) 487-8751 
FordOlds@comcast.net 
 
Member-at-Large 
Ed Shand 
517-655-4739 
jes@handofshand.com 
 
OCA Representative 
Web Site Coordinator 
Chuck Mitchell 
(517) 882-9757 
info@reolds.org 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Webmaster 
Wayne Mason 
(517) 669-8051 
webmaster@reolds.org 
 
Board members are elected for 
a one year period of time at the 
Annual Banquet Meeting. Offi-
cers assume their office begin-
ning February 1st of the year 
they are elected. 
 
Club meetings are held on the 
1st Tuesday of the month and 
Board meetings on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month at vari-
ous locations, but usually at the 
R.E. Olds Museum in Lansing. 
Contact Troy Collins at the 
number shown above for more 
information. 
 
Oldsmobile Homecoming Car 
Show meetings are held on the 
3rd Tuesday of the month at 
various locations. Contact Scott 
Whittaker at (517) 622-3400 for 

W hat does our Chapter's 
annual Homecoming 

event mean to you? Probably 
most would say it's all about 
the cars - Oldsmobile. I would 
say maybe it's as much about 
the people. Not just the people who work 
all year to organize the event and not just 
about the many volunteers who work tire-
lessly the day of the event. Both groups are 
very important to the event, obviously, and 
we couldn't hold the event without them. 

Think about this for a minute: Perhaps it's 
more about the hundreds of participants 
and spectators; those who bring their cars 
to display and those who come to see the 

cars. You know - those people that you 
might only see once each year at Home-

coming. You get to visit and spend time 
talking with them, catching up on what 

has happened in their lives since last 
years event. Or maybe you run into 
someone you haven't seen in several 
years. Perhaps it's someone you used 

to work with at GM everyday. What a 
great time is had in conversation with these 
individuals, perhaps swapping old "war 
stories."  

Then there are the "other folks" that you 
might bump into. They are people that 
you've never met before, be they car own-
ers or vendors in the swap area. I met sev-
eral interesting people at this year's event; 
they were so friendly and more than willing 

B y the time you read this we will 
have completed another successful 

Homecoming Show.   I know this because 
of all the hard work the Homecoming 
Committee has done and all of the hours 
that you volunteered yourself and/or your 
spouse to help out.  A show of this 
magnitude just doesn’t happen on its own 
and couldn’t continue to be as successful as 
it has without your involvement.  Your 
Board and the Homecoming Committee 
members give a BIG THANK YOU to Scott 
Whittaker for his four years of leadership as 
chairman in bringing this event to the 
record levels it has attained.    We will be 
getting out the fishing equipment after the 
show and start trolling for a new 
Homecoming chairman to maintain the 
excellence achieved by the hard working 
Homecoming committee during the past 
thirteen years. Scott will, however, continue 
to be a member of the Homecoming 
Committee handling the electrical needs 
required for the show. 

Your Board has been hard at work 
reviewing and reworking the Chapter 
Bylaws.  We currently have been defining 
actual responsibilities for some of the 
elected and appointed positions and 
clarifying other responsibilities.  We hope to 
get this completed in a few more months 
so that we can present it to you for your 
approval.  For those of you that have 
attended our monthly general membership 

meetings, you have already seen some of 
the changes that I have made in the 
sequencing and content of it.  All meetings 
that have programs will begin with the 
Program after introduction of any guests 
present.  Minutes will be passed out for 
your review and approved later in the 
meeting.  Committee reports will only be 
given by those that have something to 
report.  Any actions that require 
membership approval (non day to day 
operations such as the Beekman Center 
Donation and the recent OCA membership 
drive) will be discussed.  An update of 
Board actions will be presented.  General 
membership will be asked for any 
announcements or information they want 
to pass onto the membership.  The board 
asks that any request for activities or 
donations be given to the board prior to 
their next board meeting for review. This 
will allow the board to acquire all necessary 
facts and figures before presenting your 
proposals to the general membership for 
discussion and vote.  This process should 
help to expedite discussion of proposals at 
the general membership meetings. You 
may submit your proposal to any board 
member. At this time the board is meeting 
about two weeks before the general 
meeting on Thursday.  Next meeting date is 
June 23, 2005. 

 One item that hasn’t been discussed at our 
general meetings is chapter finances.  All 
operational finances are reviewed at the 
monthly board meeting.  All non day-to-day 
operational expenses will be brought to the 
membership for discussion and for 
approval. Bills to be paid can be sent to 
Nick Colovos instead of waiting for the next 
meeting to get reimbursed.  A brief chapter 

The President’s 
Corner 

Continued page 3 | see President 

Continued page 12 | see Editor 
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R.E. Olds Chapter Membership Application 

New  __________      Renewal ___________   Application Date  ____/_____/_____ 

OCA Number _________ Birthday - Month ____________ Day ____________ 

Name ___________________________________________ 

Street ___________________________________________ 

City ______________________________  State _______  Zip Code ________- ______ 

Home Phone (______) _____ - __________ Work Phone (______) _____ - __________  

E-Mail address ____________________________________ 

Spouse Name ____________________  Birthday - Month ____________ Day _________ 

List of all Oldsmobiles owned: ________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

July Birthdays -  Ella Meerman 1st, 
Carol Edwards- 10th, Chuck 
Mitchell- 12th, Andy Gilbert - 18th,  
Alice Patterson 20th, Jan Ross 25th,   
Roberta Otten-Mason 28th. 
August Birthdays - Mary Radel - 
9th, Dave Sanders - 12th, Erving 
Johnson, Jr. - 28th . 

If we don’t list your birthday, send 
y o u r s / s p o u s e s  b i r t h d a y 
information (month and day only) 
to wemas@comcast.net . In the 
subject line put R.E. OLDS.  Or 
snail mail  to:  
 Wayne Mason 
 2713 W. Clark Rd. 
 Lansing, MI 48906 

Must be a member of the Oldsmobile Club of America to join the chapter. 
Chapter dues are $10.00 a year or 3 years for $25.00.  

Send application and make check payable to:  
R.E. OLDS CHAPTER 

OLDSMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA 
P.O. BOX 80101 

LANSING, MICHIGAN 48908-0101 
R.E. Olds Chapter is a regional chapter of the Oldsmobile Club of America, based in 
the Mid-Michigan area. The Chapter received its charter in 1984, and has served Olds 
enthusiasts in the area since then. A bi-monthly publication, ROCKET REVIEW is sent 
to members and offers a variety of member stories, technical information and a classi-
fied ad section. As a member of the chapter you are invited to join the group at vari-
ous car show around the state and enjoy family oriented car club activities. 

RE Olds Chapter 
Dues 

Dues are $10 for 1 year or $25 for 
three years, renewable each June 
for all members and payable to R.E. 
Olds Chapter. Mail to: Joe Pohl, P.O. 
Box 80101, Lansing, MI 489089-
0101.  A renewal form is not neces-
sary.  

Reminder - If your address 
label has “RN05” after your 
name, your renewal dues 
were due June 1st. If not re-
newed, this will be your last 
newsletter. No other remind-
ers will be mailed to you so 
please check your label.  We 
value your membership! 

How to Join the Oldsmobile Club of America 

Visit the Oldsmobile Club of America’s web site: 
www.oldsclub.org  for an application form, dues schedule and 

other club information and benefits. 

Happy Birthday! 

Upcoming Events 
Club Meetings for 2005 are usually 
scheduled for the first Tuesday of 
the month at  the R .E .O.  
Transportation Museum at 7 PM . 
Scheduled meeting dates for this 
year are:  July 5th, August 2nd, 
September 6t h,  October 4t h,  
November 1st, December 6th. 

July 30th - Oldsmobile Night at Berlin 
Raceway in Marne, MI. - Parade your 
Olds around the track prior 
to the evenings race 
program! See page 14 for 
details and page 7 for 
reservation form. 

September 11th - Beekman Center 
Car Show . Special cars for special 
kids. Lansing, MI. 

A warm welcome to the following new 
members since our last newsletter:  

Gary Armitage, Dimondale, MI. ; 
Abel Gonzalez, Adrian MI.; 
Floyd Meerman, Grand Ledge, MI; 
Michael Ross, Mason, MI 

financial statement has been presented 
in this Newsletter and will also be given 
at future general membership meetings. 
The chapter’s financial information can 
also be found in the “members only” 
section of our web site., 

 I hope what I have said here will 
answer the questions some of you have 
raised in the past.  I apologize for not 
clarifying my actions sooner as this has 
been a work in progress.  I also missed 
not having Ken Nichols to interact with, 
due to family issues that prevented him 
from attending any board or general 
meetings until June 7, 2005.  Every 
action that I have taken to date was 
with the intent of having a smoother 
flowing meeting and to speeded up the 
processing of club functions and 
activities.  As with any club organization 
you can’t please everyone, but I’m 
willing to talk to those I don’t. 

 Till Then, Happy Oldsing 

 Troy 

President | Continued from page 2 
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in Tucson Arizona. During the summer 
months, Pete displays his wares at Mid-
west car shows; Winter months finds 
him doing the 
same in the 
Southwest part 
of the U.S. 
When asked 
how he first 
got into the 
business, Pete 
replied that he 
started out by 
selling Oldsmo-
bile T-shirts 
over 25 years 
ago at one of 
the OCA Na-
tional Meets 
held in Lansing. At that time, Pete 
worked in Olds Engineering and was a 
member of the Oldsmobile Camera 
Club. As a fund raising event, the club 
sold T-shirts with a Curved Dash Olds 
printed on the front and Pete, as club 
treasurer, provided seed money for the 
venture. As they say, Pete saw the 
handwriting on the wall and the rest is 
history. Did I mention that Pete has 
been retired from Olds Engineering for 
25 years now!? 

Back at the sound bus from which mu-
sic played throughout the day, the auc-
tioning of memorabilia began around 1 
pm. The R.E. Olds Chapter uses this sale 

to offset the cost of hosting the Home-
coming Event. This year about 45 items 
were sold and netted the chapter a 
record $1040 toward expenses. Steve 
Zaban did his usual fine job of auction-
eering despite having shoulder surgery 
just a few days prior. In addition, Steve 

Class 9 - 1977-Present All Full Size FWD/RWD 
– 1984 98 Regency Coupe, John M. Leese, 
Grand Rapids, MI 

Class 10 - 1961-1963 Cutlass & F-85- 1962 2dr 
Cutlass, Cal Hildenbrand, Grand Ledge, MI 

Class 11 - 1964-1967 Cutlass & F-85 (Exc-Perf)- 
1967 Cutlass Supreme, Harvey Lake, Jack-
son, MI 

Class 12 - 1964-1967 442 & Performance (Non-
Conv)- 1966 F85 442 W30, John & Betty Van-
dertuin, Delaware, Ontario, CAN 

Class 13 - 1964-1967 442 & Performance 
(Conv)- 1965 442 Convertible, Alan Goschka, 
Grand Ledge, MI 

Class 14 - 1968-1969 Cutlass & F-85- 1969 
Cutlass Convertible, Leon Terrell, Canton, 
OH 

Class 15 - 1968-1969 Cutlass Performance F-85 
& 442- 1969 Cutlass W31, Matt Krawczynski, 
Niles, IL 

Class 16 - 1970-1972 Cutlass (Non-Conv)- 1971 
Cutlass S 2dr hardtop, Rick Schaddelee, 
Holland, MI 

Class 17 - 1970-1972 Cutlass & F-85 Converti-
ble - 1971 Cutlass Convertible, Ruth 
Schaddelee, Holland, MI 

Class 18 - 1970-1972 442 & Performance (Non-
Conv)- 1970 442 W30, Mark Lausman, St. 
Joseph, MI 

Class 19 - 1970-1972 442 & Performance 
(Conv)- 1970 442 W30 Convrtible, Joe Kilduff, 
Orleans, MI 

Class 20 - 1973-1977 Cutlass & Performance – 
1976 442, Ray Leopard, Milford Center, OH 

Class 21 - 1978-1988 RWD Cutlass (Non-Perf) – 
1986 Cutlass Supreme, Debra Ward & Ralph 
Hoover, Cincinnati, OH 

Class 22 - 1978-1988 RWD Cutlass Perform-
ance - 1986 Cutlass 442, Mark G. Shank, 
LaOtto, IN 

Class 23 - 1973-1980 RWD Omega & Starfire – 
1973 Omega, Alan Jenkins, Bancroft, MI 

auctioned off a 1963 Olds 88 2 door 
hardtop Holiday coupe for $2,000, the 
proceeds going to the R.E. Olds Trans-
portation Museum in Lansing. 

As show day continued, dark clouds 
blanketed the area, cooling the tem-

perature to 
the mid-sixties 
but never a 
rain drop did 
fall. A light 
jacket was all 
that was 
needed to 
keep one 
warm while 
s t r o l l i n g  
down row 
after row of 
Oldsmobiles. 
Finally, the 
m u c h 

awaited Awards ceremony arrived at 3 
pm. Roger J. Shorman of Perry, 
MI won the top Helen Earley 
Award with his 1969 white 
and blue Cutlass 442 converti-
ble. The winner of the "Best of 
Show" Award went to Jim 
Walkinshaw of Holt, MI for his 
1905 Curved Dash Olds. The 
Founder’s Award winner is 
chosen by a founding member 
of the Oldsmobile Homecom-
ing show and rotates among 
the founding members each 
year. This year’s winner was 
Mitch Powers of DeWitt, MI for 

his 1962 Olds 88. Al-
though he had left for the day, 
a friend picked up his trophy 
for him. Other winners in the 
various classes are as follows: 

Class 1 - 1897-1934 – 1932 Sport 
Coupe, Leo Gram, Fort Gratiot, WI  

Class 2 - 1935-1948 – 1946 Series 
78 4dr Sedan, Dave Lehnen, St. 
Johns, MI 

Class 3 - 1949-1953 – 1950 88 Con-
vertible, Bill Ehrsam, Sylvania, OH 

Class 4 - 1954-1956 – 1954 98 Con-
vertible, Doug Width, Bloomfield 
Hills, MI 

Class 5 - 1957-1960 – 1959 Starfire 
98 Scenicoupe, Ron & Julie Wiles, 
Ionia, MI 

Class 6 - 1961-1964 Full Size – 1961 Starfire 
Convertible, Ron Miller, Manns Choice, PA 

Class 7 - 1965-1970 Full Size – 1968 Delmont 
88, Jonathan P. Reedy, Lansing, MI 

Class 8 - 1971-1976 Full Size – 1975 Delta 
Royale Convertible, Jill Gilbert, Lansing, MI 

Homecoming | Continued from 
page 1 

RE Olds Chapter members Andy Gilbert (R) holds up 
an auction item as Steve Zaban, auctioneer (L), seeks 
to get higher bid. 

Pete Gibson opens his swap space for business at the 2005 
Oldsmobile Homecoming show. 

A fine 1963 Olds 88 Holiday coupe sold for $2,000, the 
proceeds going to the R.E. Olds Transportation Museum. 

Continued page 13 | see Homecoming  
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Helen Earley Award Winner  

Roger J. Shorman of Perry, MI accepts trophy for his 1969 Olds 442 Cutlass Convertible. 

Best of Show Award Winner  

Jim Walkinshaw (seated left) chats with bystander 
from his “Best of Show” 1905 Curved Dash Olds. 

Jim Walkinshaw awaits the trophy 
presentations. 

The Oldsmobiles just kept coming - even at 11:30 
am when this photo was taken cars were lined up 

to register! 

Don Cooper and Jim Harsant 
prepare to register cars. 

More Homecoming Photo s 
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“Party Doll” Custom Street Rod “Ain’t your Grandfathers . . .” Custom Street Rod 

1970 Rallye 350 Jim Harsant’s 1941 98 4dr Convertible 

Alero Tuner Cars Very Nice 1958 Olds 

H o m e c o m i n g  S h o w  G r o u n d s  
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Largest  Homecoming Ever   

The Youngmobiles and the Oldsmobiles 

Engine under Glass  

Ragtops anyone? 
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Go ahead, pick your favorite . . .  

So many cars, so little time . . .  

Homecoming Photo Gal lery cont inued .  .  .  

Alas, it’s goodbye until next year . . . 
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with Willis and Troy 

H ere we are in late spring and 
the snows have finally given 

up.  Today it was 85 by noon and its still 
about three weeks away from the official 
start of summer.  Its time to continue with 
our adventures and bring you more 
updates on our activities. 

 After we cleaned up from the last snow 
storm (this was after we had hit 80 
degrees) we checked with Merlin up at 
Melrose’s to see how the weather was up 
his way.  He indicated that they had just 
got a dusting and wondered why we 
hadn’t been up yet.  After we told him 
about the four + inches we got here we 
told him we would be up the first of next 
week if it didn’t snow again.  Turns out 
that the weather looked good so we 
began the necessary planning (you 
should all know by now what necessary 
planning means but just in case I’ll tell 
you anyway).  Because of the distance to 
Merlin’s (around 180 to 190 miles if we 
don’t get sidetracked too much) we 
began early which as you know is not my 
favorite time of the day.  On this trip Willis 
had some small parts he was getting for 
some overseas friends and Merlin told me 
he had found some parts for my forty. 
Willis thought that since we weren’t 
planning on taking anything apart we 
wouldn’t need all the tools and he would 
drive.  This was good for me ‘cause the 
Badgley boys told me my oil cooling lines 
in the truck were leaking.  On the day 
before we are scheduled to leave Willis 
calls to tell me his car is running bad and 
he might have a bad coil (his Aurora has 
four of them). We now had to decide if 
we would go with a car that may not 
start or leaky oil lines (didn’t think we 
would cancel the trip did you).  The leaky 
oil lines won and we left the next day 
with a couple extra quarts of oil on board. 

 Mom volunteered to make breakfast for 
us so that only left lunch and dinner to 
plan for.  I gave Merlin a call on the way 
up to see if he needed any donuts or 
anything else in and effort to maintain 
some weight in our wallets.  He said he 
was fine and that he was waiting for us to 
get there.  We ran into a traffic jam in 
Flint getting on I75 and had to detour 

We drove by hubcap Tom’s place to see if 
he was still in business and he appeared 
to be but wasn’t open.  As we headed 
back home, we talk about other places 
we could go to later and that brought us 
to our next adventure at the Fowerville 
Swap meet located at the Fowerville Fair 
grounds. 

 Neither one of us had been to the 
Fowerville Swap meet.  This was a two 
day event and we arrived past 
midmorning after our late breakfast stop 
on day two.  Willis drove this time as 
repairs had been made to both our 
vehicles by now.  This turn out to be a 
very good day for me, but I’ll have to give 
you some background first as to why.  It 
turns out that this event was just after I 
renewed my insurance on the three 
classics I currently insure.  I’m with J.C. 
Taylor and found out too late about some 
changes that they made.  They no longer 
discount for the six month storage period.  
The real bite was the MCCA charges of a 
$127 per vehicle if you didn’t have 
historic plates on your car.  I have regular 
plates that have the last two digits of the 
year of the car as the last two numbers.  
My birthday is March 8 and my insurance 
renewal is on April 23.  So as not to have 
to pay a $10 late fee on plate renewals I 
got them as I usually do since the 
previous years insurance is still in effect.  
Anyway to make a long story short my 
renewal cost nearly twice as much as last 
year and now will go back to the good 
day at Fowerville.  I found out that J.C. 
would treat vintage plates the same as 
historic plates.  The MCCA would only be 
$25 instead of $127 per vehicle.  I found a 
plate dealer at the swap that had a 
matching pair of plates for the 64, 73, and 
both 77 for a total of $46 bucks.  At 
another plate dealer I got a new pair of 
64 tabs.  This winter I’ll switch the plates 
over.  The other item I found was a nearly 
new deluxe steering wheel for the 64.  
Happy days are here again even through 
it severely lighten my wallet.  Willis found 
some gauges he wanted and we headed 
home after we asked if we could get 
stamped for next year (I think they are 
probably still laughing about that one). 

 Before we leave we thought we’d let you 
know that we did get our cars out of 
Dick’s place.  At this time mine is still on 
the trailer waiting for me to make space 
for it and we took Willis’s El Cutlass to a 
Memorial Day car show in Brighton.  By 
the time you read this Willis and Dick will 
be back from Oklahoma where they are 
picking up a ‘58 Wagon.  I had to stay 
here and take care of business which was 
a real bummer.  Hopefully we’ll have 
some more tales to tell you next time. 

 Till Then, Happy Oldsing - Troy & Willis        

around it.  By the time 
we got to our exit on 
M33 it was time to stop 
at our lunch stop and 
get some supplies.  We 
finally pulled into 
Melrose about 12.45 and 
looked for Merlin.  Upon 
finding him and looking 

over the parts he had for us we decided 
to go out in the yard for a look around.  
The yard had been thawing so it was out 
of the question to take the truck out (the 
one that slips on wet grass).  Merlin let us 
use his four wheel drive quad runner 
and off we headed with Willis driving 
and me hanging on for dear life and 
hoping my insurance would cover me.  
As we checked the ‘58's and ‘73's it was 
apparent that a whole lot of crushing 
had taken place since our last trip up 
here (you remember we told you last 
year that Merlin was closing up the yard 
and looking to enjoy a semi-retirement).  
After sloshing through the mud and 
over hill and dale we returned after 
about an hour and lighten our wallets 
with the goodies Merlin had for us.  
Willis got his manual stuff for overseas 
and I got some new valves and valve 
springs for the 40. 

 It was now mid afternoon and we 
decided that we would sidetrack on the 
way back home and go visit Kelli at 
Spencer’s over in Whitmore.  I had talked 
to Kelli about a month ago when I was 
looking for a steering wheel replacement 
for the 64 (if you remember mine was in 
two major parts - the center spokes and 
the outer wheel rim).  We arrived about 
and hour before they closed and headed 
off into the yard to see what we could 
find.  Kelli told us that they didn’t have 
any 58 or new 73 Olds but did show us 
where a new (car to the yard) 64 was.  It 
turns out to be a big car so it had 
nothing for the Cutlass.  I found an older 
Aurora sitting on a hill of dirt that had 
the coil pack in it that maybe Willis could 
use. We looked at a window switch on 
the driver door (Willis has a window 
switch that sometimes doesn’t work) and 
after we close the door the car slid 
forward about a foot and half.  We got 
some prices and headed for Standish to 
see what we could find to tie us over till 
we got back home. 

 Arriving in Standish we checked the ice 
cream place, but they hadn’t opened yet.  
We drove by Arbys and headed over to 
Micky “D’s”.  As we pulled in there, I 
mention to Willis that the A&W had a 
special going on coney dogs.  Since are 
wallets were lighter now we went 
through Micky’s and headed back to the 
A&W.  After a coupe of dogs and some 
root beer we figured we had enough 
gas to get home. 
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D o you have a suggestion for a speaker or program for our 
monthly meetings? Someone or something that would be 

interesting to share with your Oldsmobile friends? Let us know your ideas. 
Even if you have a topic of interest but don’t know who to contact about 
doing a program, let us know and maybe we can find someone. Contact 
Judy Badgley at 517- 337 -0444,  weekdays or e -mail:  
dbgarage@netzero.net. 

 Leads: A 1972 Toronado with 6,335 
miles for sale in Detroit area. This is a 
one owner car that is all original in as 
new condition. It has been kept by the 
owner ( a retired GM worker) as a cher-
ished keepsake and now is the time to 
find a new home. All paperwork for the 
vehicle is also available. For more infor-
mation call 586-751-7058 or e-mail to 
info@motorcityrockets.com. The car 
is priced at $18,000 and seeing is believ-
ing, this is below the appraised value. 

For Sale: 1966-67 Toronado air cleaner 
$110. 1970 Cutlass Supreme Right Grille 
$110.  1929 front door handle with lock 
hole (no lock) $110.  See pictures 
www.handofshand.com. under Early 
Toronado Parts. Ed Shand, 1388 Milton 
Road, Perry, MI 48872,  517-655-4739 

Sell it Here 

Classi f ied ads must be received by 
the editor on or before the f i rst  
Tuesday of publication  month’s 
(February, Apri l ,  June, August,  
October,  December)  Cost  of  ad is  
“0” for members and $6.00 for non -
members. Photos welcome. Ads wil l  
be run once unless you call  the 
Editor  and request  that  i t  be run 
again!  

Classified Ads  

T he 13th annual Homecom-
ing show is a success for 

many reasons. It doesn't matter how 
many cars show up or how many 
vendors are selling. What matters is 
each year the members of our Chap-
ter work together to plan a show 
that continues to improve.  

A committee of about 15 people 
work throughout the year making 
plans for the show. This committee 
consists of members, spouses and 
even 1 enthusiast that is not a Chap-
ter member. The first meeting is usu-
ally held in October although by then 
emails and phone conversations 
have already started and the site and 
insurance details are well underway. 
They meet monthly from then on 
until a wrap-up meeting the week 
after the show is held to discuss the 
next year.  

The committee is not the only thing 
that makes this show happen. With-
out the rest of our membership this 
show could not happen. In addition 
to the committee people, there are 
about 85 two-hour job assignments 
to fill. Usually in February members of 
the Chapter start coming forward to 
volunteer for these time slots. Some 
work every year, some work around 
graduation/wedding obligations, 
some work when they can. In a 
Chapter that has a membership of 
nearly 100, we get an outstanding 
response.  

The volunteers come from all over. 
Members and their spouses volun-
teer. Members and their children vol-
unteer. Members and their house 
guests volunteer. Even enthusiasts 
that are not members volunteer to 
help. It is a major undertaking and 
you are all a great help.  

Scott Whittaker has been the commit-
tee chairman since 2001. Scott had 
never been on the committee before 
he volunteered to be chairman. He 
was a new member that when asked 
to help "stepped up to the plate". He 
has made a BIG difference in improv-
ing the show and has added a lot of 
new ideas. Scott is getting married on 
July 15th this year and is resigning as 
committee chairman. He is going to 
continue to help on the committee; 
he just won't be our leader. He has 
done an outstanding job and should 
be commended by all of us.  

A 2006 committee will be forming 
soon. We are always looking for 
members willing to volunteer. If you 
would like to help on the committee 
OR volunteer to be chairman, please 
contact a committee member or 
Chapter President, Troy Collins. Some-
times people are on the committee 
just because nobody else comes for-
ward. We welcome new people and 
new ideas. That is what makes our 
show the BEST Oldsmobile show.  

Thank you 
to all who came and helped and to 
all that wanted to but couldn't. It 
takes everybody to make this happen 
year after year. HOMECOMING 2006, 
here we come. 

2005 COMMITTEE 
Chairman - Scott Whittaker 517-622-3400 
Registration - Cathy Keesaer 517-655-3158 
Show Field - Alan Goshka 517-622-2070 
Swap Meet - Joe & Shirley Place 
 517-543-6445 
Site - Ashley Jones 517-645-7366 
Awards - Don & Eva Cooper 517-627-6697 
Balloting - Troy Collins 517-646-0879 
T-shirt design - Ken Nicholas 517-663-2397 
Door Prizes - Chuck Mitchell 517-882-9757 
Rentals - Nick Colovos 517-487-8751 
Volunteers - Judy Badgley 517-337-0444 
Advertising - Steve Zaban 517-655-2421 
 Ashley Jones  

Homecoming 
2005  

Editor | Continued from page 2 

to tell me about their Oldsmobile. The 
passion of their hobby shines through. 
Sometimes you even find out that you 
have a mutual connection with them 
such as where they live or perhaps a 
common friend. 

Or, maybe you end up in conversation 
with another Chapter member whom 
you did not know very well but be-
came better acquainted with at Home-
coming. In our busy lives, we usually 
don't have a 7-8 hour block of time 
that we can just relax and visit with 
one another. However, Homecoming 
provides this opportunity. 

Yes, we know Homecoming is about 
Oldsmobiles, but it's also about the 
people you meet at Homecoming. 
Whether you have known theses folks 
for many years, a few years or just a 
few hours or minutes, you just seem to 
meet the nicest people at Homecom-
ing! Perhaps this is the unconscious 
reason we keep coming back each 
year! 

Until next issue . . .  Wayne 
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Sample of embroidered logo 
on back of Chapter jackets 
previously ordered.  

Lightweight Lined ($75)  _________ 

Heavyweight Lined ($85)  _________ 

Add $5 for 2X, 3X, 4X  _________ 

  Add shipping     _________ 
($8 per order) 

Total                 _________ 
Please make checks payable 

to: R.E. Olds Chapter 

R.E. Olds Jacket Order Form 

Name:____________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________ 

City: ____________________ State: _______ Zip_________ 

Print Name below exactly how you want 
it to appear on the jacket front.  

____________________________________________ 
 Check here if you do NOT want your name 

embroidered on the jacket front. 
Size: 

check one: ____S  ____M ____ L ____ XL ____ 2X ____ 3X ____ 4X 
 

Jacket Specs  

• 100%  NYLON TASLAN 

• ZIPPER FRONT 

• SET-IN SLEEVES 

• FLEECE-LINED COLLAR  

• MADE IN USA 

I will pick up from 
Judy. 

Or  
Please mail jacket 
to me. 

Please send order form along 
with check or money order to: 

R.E. Olds Chapter 
Attn: Judy Badgley  
304 S. Clippert St. 
Lansing, MI 48912-4606 

Class 24 - 1980-Present FWD other than full-
size – 1994 Cutlass Convertible, Angelo 
Valenti, Skokie, IL 

Class 25 - 1966-1970 Toronado – 1966 Toro-
nado, Joe Pohl, Lansing, MI 

Class 26 - 1971-1978 Toronado – 1973 Toro-
nado, Erving C. Johnson, Ludington, MI 

Class 27 - 1979-1985 Toronado – 1979 Toro-
nado, Bill & Sue Cain, Lansing, MI 

Class 28 - 1986-Present Toronado-Aurora – 
1991 Toronado Trofeo, Jerry & Linda Korff, 
Evansville, IN 

Class 29 - 1968-1972 Hurst Olds – 1968 
Hurst/Olds, Raymond Schiver, Vermontville, 
MI 

Class 30 - 1973-1979 Hurst Olds – 1974 
Hurst/Olds, Kevin Korff, Evansville, IN 

Class 31 - 1983-Present Hurst Olds Including 
Alero – 1983 Hurst/Olds, Angelo Valenti, 
Skokie, IL 

Class 32 - 1900-1967 Modified – 1951 Super 

88 2dr, Donald C. Morgan, Lorain, OH 

Class 33 - 1968-Present Modified – 1972 F85 
442 Coupe, Jim & Janet Kintz, Colona, IL 

Class 34 - Street Stock Except 442 & Perform-
ance – 1964 Olds Cutlass, James Guilfoyle, 
Battle Creek, MI 

Class 35 - Street Stock 442 & Performance, 
Rallye, SX, Etc.- 1970 Cutlass S Rallye 350, 
Jeff Bundy, St. Joseph, MI 

Class 36 - SUV, Van & Station Wagon (Non-
Perf)- 1970 Vista Cruiser Wagon, Steve Za-
ban, Williamston, MI 

Class 37 - Race Car – 1972 Station Wagon, 
Rusty Patterson, Leon, KS 

Class 38 - Beater – 1968 Vista Cruiser, Pete 
Sottnik, Broken Bow, OK 

Class 39 - Olds Powered – 
no entry 
After the last trophy was 
presented, participants 
and spectators started 
to make their way to the 
exits and volunteers 
began the clean-up task. 

One last bit of photography took place 
before completely disbanding. Owners 
of the Final 5oo Collector's Edition 
Oldsmobiles posed their cars together. 
A pair of Aleros flanked an Intrigue, 
Aurora and Bravada for the final shot 
of the day: a fitting end to a fine day. 

Homecoming | Continued from 
page 4 

Chapter Financial Report 
The checkbook balance on May 23rd was $12,092.96 

Revenue deposited by June 7th was 1,470.00 

Checkbook balance as of June 7th  $13,562.96 

Final 500’s owners: L to R, Ron Adams’ Alero, Ron 
Severance’s Intrigue, Troy Collins’ Aurora, Wayne 

Mason’s Bravada and  Jim Anderson’s Alero 
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who then spent a few minutes giving us 
the history of the Center and some 
interesting statistics. After our 
indoctrination and a question and 
answer period we were free to walk 
around to view the 
v e h i c l e s  a n d  
memorabilia on 
display.  

The Center, which 
is a new facility, 
contains 81,000 sq. 
ft; offices and the 
archives use 10,000 
sq. ft. of this total. 
Seven custom built, 
w o o d e n ,  
executive's desks 
which were salvaged from Oldsmobile's 
administration building in Lansing are 
now used in the Heritage Center's office 
area. The Center houses the former 
divisional archives of Chevrolet (limited), 
Oldsmobile and Cadillac. Fortunately for 
us Olds lovers, Oldsmobile (along with 
Cadillac) had the largest "cache" of 
historical documents and records to 
contribute to the Center. The Olds 
records exist, largely, because of Helen 
Early's and Jim Walkinshaw's endless 
work of retaining those old records 
while employed at Oldsmobile. Being 
that Wayne and Jerry are retired or 
active GM employees, we are slightly 
bias but the facility IS beautiful! It 
showcases concept, show, rare, regular 
production and end of production 
vehicles; all truly show quality. There are 
a total of about 650 vehicles in the GM 
Heritage Fleet. Of those, about 225 are 
historically significant. There are about 

GM Heritage Center Joint Meet 
(Jerry Garfield and Wayne Mason  

contributed to this article)  

O n Saturday, April 30, 2005, our 
chapter and Motor City Rockets 
Chapter met at the GM Heritage 

Center in Sterling Heights Michigan. We 
numbered 116 members, family and 
friends. The weather was cool with a 
possibility of rain so very few brought 
show or cruise Oldsmobile's. After all, 
this is Michigan where, the Saturday 
before, we had 4-10 inches of snow!  

Our Host was Greg Wallace, the 
Manager of the Center. (Previously 
Greg was the manager of the former 
Cadillac Museum.) Other Center staff 
members were present too, and freely 
imparted their knowledge of the 
Center's vehicles to us as we roamed 
the display floor. In the middle of the 
main show area there is a raised area 
were we sat and were greeted by Greg 

60 Oldsmobile's in the Fleet (almost 
double what Oldsmobile owned in 
Lansing in the 1980's) The Center is 
able to display about 150 of these 
vehicles on the floor at one time. The 

remainder of the 
GM Heritage fleet 
is stored off-site. 
Almost the entire 
e a s t  w a l l  
c o n t a i n e d 
O l d s m o b i l e  
vehicles as well as 
O l d s m o b i l e  
related items, 
signs, awards, and 
the rare 1959 
T r a n s p o r t a b l e  
radio. Included in 

the east wall display was a GM Motor 
Coach built in the mid-1970's which, of 
course, used a front wheel drive 
Toronado power train. Greg indicated 
that there is now quite a big after-
market business in restoring these 
coaches for re-use.  

We enjoyed the Center and being with 
other Oldsmobile lovers. And as always, 
our Chapter members enjoyed the 
fellowship of the joint outing! The 
Centers archives are not yet open to the 
public but will accept written requests 
with payment of $35. Due to budget 
constraints the Center is lightly staffed 
so there will not be a prompt reply. The 
address is:  

GM Heritage Center 
6400 Center Dr 
Sterling Heights, MI 48312 

 
Berlin Raceway Outing 

Saturday, July 30th , 2005 will mark the 
return of the R.E. Olds Chapter to the 
Berlin Raceway for an evening race 
program and fire works after. Members 
will parade around the race track prior 
to the nights race events. Cost is $14 per 
adults and children 3-12 are $7. Johnny 
Benson, owner and NASCAR driver, will 
be at the track along with the Vintage 
Racing Organization. The race will start 
at 7 P.M. We will leave from the 
Speedway Gas station at the corner of 
Grand River Highway and M-100  (I-96, 
exit 86) at 4:30 P.M. SHARP. Deadline 
to make reservations is  July 2nd . Send 
reservation form and check payable to:  

 Don Cooper 
 13500 State Rd. 
 Grand Ledge, MI 48837-9626.
  

Reservation Form - Trip to Berlin Raceway 

Cost is $14 for ages 13 and 
up; $7 for ages 3 - 12 . 

Name(s) of those attending: 

Your Phone Number 

Reservation must be received by Don no later than July 2nd 

Number of 
children 
attending X $7 = 

Total 

Number 
of adults 
attending X $14 = 

Total 

Grand Total  
Your e-mail address 
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RE OLDS CHAPTER MEETING 
CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES 

April 5, 2005 

Presentation by Bill Porterfield. 

Business meeting followed 
presentation. 

OFFICER REPORTS 

1. President report - Troy Collins  

Summarized March minutes 

Motion to accept 1st Harry 
Emmons, 2nd Joe Pohl; approved 

OLD BUSINESS:  

1. Judy Badgley reported 8 Chapter 
jackets have been ordered. 

2. Suggestion made to invite OCA 
members in our area to join our 
club. Board members will discuss 
how to invite them at next board 
meeting. Motion to accept 1st Harry 
Emmons, 2nd Judy Badgley; 
approved 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

1. None given 

NEW BUSINESS - Troy Collins 

1. Review by-laws, want to add 
membership chairman 

2. Beekman donation, tabled 

3. Meeting with MCR on April 8th, 
to discuss 2008 Nationals. 

4. Password can be obtained from 
Wayne Mason for members only 
section on WEB site. 

5. MCR joint event on April 30,2005 

CHAPTER MEMBER COMMENTS 

1. Thank you from Harry Emmons 
for cards he received after surgery. 

2. Joe Pohl reported convertibles 
will be needed is MSU girls win 
basketball championship. 

3. Judy Badgley reported 
Homecoming needs another food 
vendor and a clown to volunteer 

for a couple of hours. 

NEXT CHAPTER MEETING 

May 3, 2005 

Motion made to adjourn: 1st Joe 
Pohl, 2nd Harry Emmons; approved 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jill Gilbert 

Secretary R.E. Olds Chapter 

***** 

RE OLDS CHAPTER MEETING CHAPTER 
MEETING MINUTES 

May 3, 2005 

 

Presentation by Tom Simatos on 
automotive appraisals. 
Business meeting followed 
presentation. 
OFFICER REPORTS 
1. President report - Troy Collins 
Received a Thank you note from 
Ransom in Bronze from city of 
Lansing for $1,000 
donation. 
2. Secretary report - Jill Gilbert 
Motion made by Joe Pohl to accept 
secretaries report as read. 
2nd by Chuck Mitchell; Motion 
carried. 
3. Treasurer report - Nick Colovos      
No report 
4. Vice-president report- Ken 
Nicholas   Absent 
5. OCA rep - Chuck Mitchell           
No report 
6. Member-at-large -  No report 
7. Homecoming- Judy Badgley 

> 35 more volunteers needed to 
work day of Homecoming 

> Short food vender article 
appeared in LSJ by Eva Cooper, 
requesting food venders for 
day of show 

> Joe Pohl reported when he 
went to mail box there were 
several letters addressed to 

Homecoming, they need to be 
picked up by registration 
person 

OLD BUSINESS:  
1. Jim Harsant moved RE Olds 
Chapter sponsor Special Cars for 
Special Kids, for $200. 
2nd by Joe Pohl; Motion carried 
2. Thank you to Jerry Garfield for 
planning join club event with MCR 
on April 30, 2005. 
NEW BUSINESS - Troy Collins 
1. Review interaction of board 
members with general 
membership. The board is not a 
censorship of the club, just trying 
to shorten & better organize 
general membership meetings. 
2. Passed around new membership 
applications. 
3. Board is reviewing by-laws. Next 
meeting is May 19,  at 7 pm. If you 
have any suggestions please get 
ideas to a board member. 
CHAPTER MEMBER COMMENTS  
1. Willis Dennis told of May 6, 
carnival at Fail-view school. The 
school would like some classic cars 
to attend for people to view. 
2. Andy Gilbert told membership 
about plans to attend last day of 
production for old Fisher Body 
Plant. Members are to be at plant 
by 7:30 am. 
3. Speaker at June 7th meeting will 
be Dave Pfaff talking about the 
history of Oldsmobile. 
NEXT CHAPTER MEETING 
June 7,2005 at 7 pm 
Motion made to adjourn: 1st Willis 
Dennis, 2nd Jim Harsant; approved 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jill Gilbert 
Secretary R.E. Olds Chapter 

Secretaries 
Report 
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Thank Our Sponsors - Support them with your support! July - August 2005 Rocket Review 

http://www.reolds.org 

R.E. OLDS CHAPTER  
OLDSMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA 
P.O. BOX 80101 
LANSING, MI 48908-0101 

If your address label contains “RN05”, your dues have expired. 
Please renew today to continue receiving Rocket Review! 


