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Serving Mid-Michigan 

P u b l i s h e d  b y               C h a p t e r  -   O l d s m o b i l e  C l u b  o f  A m e r i c a 

As  t h e 
wrecking 

ball continues to swing 
at the Lansing Car As-
sembly plants at MLK 
Boulevard near the 
Grand River and at the 
Verlinden Avenue site, 
one has to wonder if 
Building 70 (a.k.a. 
Oldsmobile Administra-
tion Center) will suc-
cumb to the same fate. 

The last office building 
built by Oldsmobile in its 
heyday now sits empty and 
locked at 920 Townsend 
Avenue adjacent to the new 
Lansing Grand River (LGR) 
Assembly plant in Lansing, 
Michigan. This gleaming 
Oldsmobile Administration 
Center once housed five of 
the eight major staff opera-
tions at Oldsmobile, includ-
ing Accounting, Manufactur-
ing, Purchasing, Sales, and 
Public Relations. Other de-
partments, such as Service, 
Data Processing, Art and 
Chart, Circularizing, and 
Stores "S" were also housed 
in the building. 

Construction of Building 70 

began in January 1964 and 
was completed in the sum-
mer of 1966. An internal PR 
document lists the first 
“move-in” date as August 
22, 1966. An Open House 
program for employees, 
their families and the public 
was held on October 9, 15, 
16 and 17, with approxi-
mately 6,000 persons in 
attendance. As stated in the 
Olds PR release, “Visitors 
were highly impressed with 
the efficiency of the office 
area layout and with the 
general beauty of the build-
ing.” The general contrac-
tor was the Utley-James 
Company. Argonaut Realty 
Division of GMC furnished 

the architectural services 
for the building. 

This administrative head-
quarters boasts a contem-
porary design with an ultra-
modern exterior consisting 
of glass, Vermont marble 
and aluminum curtain-wall 
construction, which com-
plemented Oldsmobile's 
former Engineering Center 
(now the Lansing Grand 
River Assembly Headquar-
ters.) The building consists 
of a six-level north wing and 
a four-level south wing in-
terconnected by a glass-
enclosed reception con-
course. Nearly 900 employ-
ees occupied Oldsmobile's 
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The Oldsmobile Administration Center as it looks today. 
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Fellow Oldsmobilers, 

I  know that many of us have other 
interests than our Oldsmobiles.  
Some car related, some not.  I 

thought I would share my latest ven-
ture.  Back in the late 70's I had a 
homemade dune buggy with a Corvair 
motor (I did not like VW's).  It was a 
learning experience as it needed a ton 
of work when I got it.  It didn't even 
have a roll bar.  I learned how to fabri-
cate and "engineer".  Even then I 
needed help from friends.  One helped 
install a new clutch and another 

O ne of the 
most impor-

tant acts your Chapter 
leaders perform is 
communication;  

communication to Chapter members. 
Communication involves giving or ex-
changing information and ideas and 
about Chapter activities with  our 
members.  This Chapter newsletter is 
one way in which we communicate 
with you. 

Another way is via e-mail. E-mail helps 
to save Chapter funds by avoiding ex-
tra mailings. Unfortunately, not every 
member has an e-mail address; in fact, 
only 60% of our members have an e-
mail address or at least have provided 
their e-mail address to the Chapter. 

Since our newsletter is distributed on 
a bi-monthly schedule, this means we  
have only 6 chances per year to com-
municate on a regular basis with our 
membership. Many times information 
becomes available which needs to be 
passed on to our membership or 

would be of interest to our members, 
but it occurs between newsletter pub-
lications. Many times this information 
is “time sensitive”, meaning that to 
wait until the next newsletter to dis-
tribute the information would be too 
late to be of any use.  

At this point, a decision must be made 
whether to spend Chapter funds for 
an “added mailing.” How much easier 
it would  be if a large majority of 
Chapter members had e-mail! Latest 
surveys show that 68% of Americans 
are connected to the internet. With 
60% of our membership showing an 
active e-mail address, we are not far 
from the average as a group. 

I suspect, however, that we may have 
many more members who simply have 
not provided us with their e-mail ad-
dress. If you are among those who 
hesitate to provide your Chapter with 
your e-mail address, let me assure you 
that we only use your e-mail address 
to communicate Chapter activities and 
information of vital interest to you. 

Notes from the Editor 

The President’s 
Corner 

2006 R.E.  Olds  Chapter 

Board of Director s 

President 
Ken Nicholas 
(517) 663-2397 
mroldskcn@sbcglobal.net 
 
Vice-President  
Harry Emmons 
517-485-5998 
no e-mail 
 
Secretary 
Ed Shand 
517-655-4739 
jes@handofshand.com 
 
Treasurer 
Dave Violetta 
517- 669-9246 
dvioletta@juno.com 
 
Membership Coordinator 
Joe Pohl 
517-323-2342 
lhopj@juno.com 
 
OCA Representative 
Chuck Mitchell 
(517) 882-9757 
info@reolds.org 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Webmaster 
Wayne Mason 
(517) 669-8051 
webmaster@reolds.org 
 
Board members are elected for a 
one year period of time at the 
Annual Banquet Meeting. Officers 
assume their office beginning Feb-
ruary 1st of the year they are 
elected. 
 
General Club meetings are held 
on the 1st Tuesday of the month 
at various locations, but usually at 
the R.E. Olds Museum in Lansing. 
Contact Ken Nicholas at the num-
ber shown above for more infor-
mation. 
 
Oldsmobile Homecoming Car 
Show committee meetings are 
held periodically through out the 
year. Contact Don Cooper at: 
HOMECOMING14YRS@aol.com for 
more information. 

stopped at several junkyards to help 
me find a new radiator.  

Well fast forward 30 years, maybe it 
was hitting the big 50, but I asked 
Marsha what she thought about maybe 
getting a dune buggy?  She loved it!  So 
to keep her happy, I began a search.  I 
checked out E-bay and bam!  There it 
was!!  A tube frame sand rail with a 
Corvair drive train.  The auction 
ended in 24 hours, a Saturday night, 
and was a pick up only by Sunday or 
Monday that week.  The car was in 
Dayton Ohio.  What luck!  Our good 
friends Marc and Diane Miller lived 30 
minutes away from it and Marc owed 
me.  I had purchased a 70 Toro from a 
local junk yard and stored it for him 
for several months.  So a quick call 
revealed the trailer was hooked up 

Continued next  page | see Editor 

Continued on page 4 | see President 
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May Birthdays - Patricia Lueder - 
5th, Gary Armitage - 6th, Dick 
Harrington - 7th, Barry Lott - 8th, 
Floyd Meerman - 18th 

 

June Birthdays - Vicki May - 1st, 
Scott Whittaker - 3rd, Robert Bagby 
- 6th, Sharon Rethalmel - 9th, Elaine 
Garfield - 11th, Glenna Tillman - 16th, 
Sandy Bagby - 17th, Peg Lehnen - 
21st, Don Cooper 23rd, Bob 
Zimmerman & Arlene Jones - 26th, 
Sharon Severance - 27th. 

If we don’t list your birthday, send 
yours/spouses birthday information 
(month and day only) to 
wemas@comcast.net . In the 
subject line put R.E. OLDS.  Or snail 
mail  to:  
 Wayne Mason 
 2713 W. Clark Rd. 
 Lansing, MI 48906 

RE Olds Chapter Dues 

Dues are $10 for 1 year or $25 for three years, renewable each June for all 
members and payable to R.E. Olds Chapter. Mail to: Joe Pohl, P.O. Box 
80101, Lansing, MI 489089-0101.  A renewal form is not necessary. Your 
address label contains the year in which you need to renew your member-
ship. For example, if the “RN” code after your name is “RN06”, then your 
dues are renewable and due in June 2006. No additional renewal reminder 
will be sent to you. 

How to Join the Oldsmobile Club of America 

Visit the Oldsmobile Club of America’s web site: www.oldsclub.org  for an 
application form, dues schedule and other club information and benefits. 

We never sell or provide it to anyone outside of Chap-
ter leaders. 

If you are one of the few for whom we do not 
have an e-mail address, please consider sending 
it to us today.  If in doubt about whether we 
have your e-mail address,  send it anyway if you 
are willing.  After all, communication with our 
members is vital! And e-mail makes communica-
tion so much easier. 

Until next issue, 
Wayne 

Editor | continued from page 2 

Do  you have a suggestion 
for a speaker or program 

for our monthly meetings? 
Someone or something that would 
be interesting to share with your 
Oldsmobile friends? Let us know 
your ideas. Even if you have a 
topic of interest but don’t know 
who to contact 
about doing a 
program, let us 
know and 
maybe we can 
find someone. 
Contact Judy 
Badgley at 517-
337-0444, 
weekdays or e-
mail: 

dbgarage@netzero.net. 

Monthly Meeting 
Programs Needed 

Happy Birthday 

You must be a member of the Oldsmobile Club of America to join the Chapter. 
Chapter dues are $10.00 a year or 3 years for $25.00.  

Send application and make check payable to:  

R.E. OLDS CHAPTER 
OLDSMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA 

P.O. BOX 80101 
LANSING, MICHIGAN 48908-0101 

R.E. Olds Chapter is a regional chapter of the Oldsmobile Club of America, based in the Mid-Michigan 
area. The Chapter received its charter in 1984, and has served Olds enthusiasts in the area since then. 
A bi-monthly publication, ROCKET REVIEW is sent to members and offers a variety of member stories, 
technical information and a classified ad section. As a member of the chapter you are invited to join the 
group at various car show around the state and enjoy family oriented car club activities. 

R.E. Olds Chapter Membership Application 

New  __________     Renewal ___________      Application Date  ____/_____/_____ 

OCA Number _________ Birthday - Month ____________ Day ____________ 

Name ___________________________________________ 

Street ___________________________________________ 

City _____________________________  State _______  Zip Code ________- ______ 

Home Phone (_____) _____ - __________Work Phone (______) _____ - __________  

E-Mail address ____________________________________ 

Spouse Name ____________________  Birthday - Month ___________Day _________ 

List of all Oldsmobiles owned: 
____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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Editor’s Note - My column on page two also 
talks about communication. Surprisingly, it 
was written one week before receiving Judy 
Badgley’s article below; neither of us 
knew the other was writing on this subject! 
Apparently, this must be Communications 
Month!  

 

H ow do we keep in 
touch  w i th  t he  

membership? We are quite 
fortunate to have a lot of dedicated 
people in our Chapter who try very 
hard to make sure the membership 
knows what is going on.  

The most fun way to keep in touch 
is to attend one of the monthly 
meetings. Although we handle the 
business of the Chapter at those 
meetings (a necessary evil), we also 
visit, exchange ideas and in general 
get to know one another. If you 
haven't attended a monthly meeting, 
you should really try to attend. The 
meetings are currently held the first 
Tuesday of each month, at 7pm at 
the R.E. Olds Museum.  

How do you learn about our meetings?  

There are several "hints" as to when 
meetings and events occur. The first 
is in our newsletter. Wayne Mason 
does an excellent job with the 
newsletter. He has a section that 
lists events and meetings. This area 
tells you when our meetings and 
Chapter events are happening. 
Wayne also maintains the Chapter 
website that also provides this 
information. If you haven't checked 
out our website you really should, it 

i s  O U T S T A N D I N G . 
www.reolds.org  

Chuck Mitchell is 
o u r  e m a i l 
c o m m u n i c a t o r .  
Everyone in our 
Chapter that has 
provided us with an 
email address will 
receive a reminder 
notice a few days 
prior to the meeting.  

Let's say you don't remember to 
check the calendar in the 
newsletter. Let's further say you 
don't have email, your computer is 
messed up, or you have a new email 
address you haven't provided.  

Don Cooper is the activator of the 
"telephone tree" method of 
communication. Each member is 
assigned to a caller. We currently 
have 8 volunteer "callers". Don calls 
the "caller" a few days prior to the 
meeting and lets the "callers" know 
what will be happening at the 
meeting. Each caller then calls the 
10 Chapter members on their list to 
inform them of the details of the 
upcoming 
meeting.  
Many of 
o u r 
members 
are not a 
local call 
and these 
p e o p l e 
not only 
give of their time but are making 
long distance calls as well. Thanks to 
the dedicated callers: Willis Dennis, 
Wayne Mason, Peg Lehnen, Ron 
Reichle, Dave Pfaff, Cathy Keesaer, 
Steve Zaban, and Judy Badgley.  

We also use these same methods to 
keep you informed about other 
Chapter happenings. We want you 
to know what is going on so you 
can come and join us. We would 
also enjoy your help if you would 

like to volunteer. " Wayne is 
always looking for articles for the 
newsletter. You must have done 
something with your Oldsmobile 
the rest of us would like to hear 
about. Maybe just a photo of your 
pride and joy. " C h u c k  w o u l d  
appreciate you keeping him 
informed of any updates on your 
email address so he can update his 
list. " If you would like to be a 
caller, let Judy Badgley know at 517-
337-0444, weekdays. The more 
callers we have, the fewer people 
each person has to call.  

Is that communication or 
what!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Communication is the CORE of our Chapter 

and ready!  Cool!  The sand rail had 
everything I wanted and was even 
blue, not that it mattered.  So the 
whole family's entertainment that 
Saturday night was sitting around 
the computer for the last minute 
bidding and winning of our new 
buggy!  Marc picked it up the next 
day and took it to his home.  Luck 
have it, I was off the next weekend 
so we borrowed a trailer and off we 
went.  Well this is a good E-Bay 
story as all was good with the deal 
and everything was as claimed.  The 
most daunting task is getting a 
shifter and linkage so we can be 
moving and shift at the same time!  I 
know its not an Olds, but its not a 
VeeDub!!!  By the way, does anyone 
know of a Corvair radiator for sale? 

CCCC Ya,  Ken 

President | continued from page 2 
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T he 2006 Homecoming 
Committee is working 
like a well-oiled engine. 

Plans were all falling into place 
(not Joe Place!). Every new 
group that said they were going 
to attend, like the Toronado's, 
Alan Goshka adjusted the show 
field and found parking. 
NOW>>>>>>> we just found 
out the General Office Building 
is undergoing some re-
organization and construction.  

The State building and parking lot 
will be changing. Ashley Jones has 
been in touch with our contact and 
is trying to find out exactly how this 
will be affecting us. They are putting 
a sidewalk around the perimeter 
and may or may not be in progress 
or done by then. They are reshaping 
the loading dock area where we had 
asked the food vendors to park 
their supply vehicles. Same story, it 
may or may not be done by show 
time. The front parking areas of the 
show field (nearest the building) 
have been reorganized and they 
have blocked a couple of the en-
trance drives. We will adjust in 
whatever ways are required, but I 
guess car shows are never easy and 
plans are never "etched in stone".  

Scott Whittaker has secured 3 food 

vendors for this year. They are all 
charitable organizations and look 
forward to this event as their BEST 
fundraiser of the year. This is a way 
our Club helps the Clinton County 
4-H Club, Dimondale Lions Club 
and Grand Ledge Lions Club raise 
money. The 3 groups are deciding 
between themselves on what foods 
to bring. This way we will have a 
variety of foods.  

The Homecoming posters have ar-
rived. They are available to place in 
store windows or other locations to 
publicize our show. If you would like 
one of the posters, contact Judy 
Badgley at 517-337-0444, weekdays 
to get them. This is one of the ways 
we get the word out to Oldsmobile 
owners. All Chapter members can 
help by passing out posters.  

Speaking of what Chapter mem-
bers can do>>> VOLUN-
TEERS ARE NEEDED. The 
work shift schedule for Home-
coming is now set and ready for 
volunteers to sign up for the 
time slot that best fits their 
schedule. Volunteers are asked 
to work a 2 hour shift. Set-up 
on Friday night starts at 5pm. 
Jobs available on Saturday are 
from 6am - 4pm. There are a 
variety of jobs available for all 

levels of physical ability. To sign up 
to work, please call Judy at 
517-337-0444, weekdays.  

IF YOU HAVEN'T REGISTERED 
YOUR OLDS FOR THE SHOW, 
REGISTER SOON. Don't wait to 
register on show day. There are 
benefits in registering by 
May 15th:  

1.  It save time. The line for the pre-
registered cars moves along quickly.  

2.  It helps us with the planning of 
the class layout. Planning the site is 
much easier if we know how many 
of each class are coming.  

3.  All entries received by that date 
are entered into a drawing to win 
Fusick gift certificates and cash 
prizes. 

2006 OLDSMOBILE  HOMECOMING - JUNE 17th, 2006  
By Judy Badgley 

2006  Homecoming  F ea tured  Ca r  

COMMITTEE 

Doug & Judy Badgley  517-337-0444 
Don & Eva Cooper 517-627-6697 
Harry and Lori Emmons  517-485-5998 
Alan Goshka 517-622-2070 
Ashley Jones  517-645-7366 
Cathy Keesaer 517-655-3158 
Wayne Mason 517-669-8051 
Chuck Mitchell  517-882-9757 
Ken & Marsha Nicholas  517-663-2397 
Terry Pinkney  517-676-4473 
Joe & Shirley Place 517-543-6445 
Scott Whittaker 517-622-4378 
Steve Zaban  517-655-2421  

H ave you always wanted to become more active in our Chapter but didn’t 
know what to do or where to start?  Boy, do we have opportunities for you! 
If you think of our Chapter members as being part of a team, then think 

about this- Teams share the burden and divide the grief. Teamwork divides the task and 
doubles the success. With those thoughts in mind, we are 
trying to lighten the load of some of our Chapter officers by 
spreading their work load. Hence, we are looking for 
volunteers to head up each of the following tasks: 

A. Chapter golf shirt order coordinator, (vendor located in  
 Dewitt) 

B. Chapter meeting programs coordinator.  

C. Be a phone tree caller to remind members of meetings. 

Here is your chance to become more involve. Please 
contact Judy Badgley at 337-0444 if interested. 

Opportunity is Knocking ! 
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“To The Officers and 
organizers Of the Annual 
Oldsmobile Homecoming  

Please find enclosed my 
check and registration form for 
the 2006 Oldsmobile Home-
coming event. This is my fifth 
consecutive year of attending 
the homecoming and is one of 
my "must do" shows. It is a 
pleasure to see so many 
beautiful Oldsmobile's in one 
place and especially sweet 
because the event is held in 
Lansing. Except for the down-
town Lansing Cruise Night's, the 
other shows I attend seldom 
have many Oldsmobile's in them. 
Living in Michigan I find that sur-
prising and disappointing be-
cause there are so many beauti-
ful models to choose from.  

I don't usually enclose a letter 
with my registration but I find that 
I must this year because I never 
officially thanked everyone in-
volved for choosing MY car for 
the coveted Helen Earley Award 

for 2005. I still can't believe it was 
chosen over so many other de-
serving entrants. Thank-You so 
very much.  

I would like to encourage anyone 
with an Oldsmobile to attend this 
show, especially those with the 
full size models, we don't get 
enough of those and I'm sure 
they must be out there. To have 
so many vendors with parts for 
our cars is phenomenal and 

practically non-existent at "open 
to all" swap meets. 

Thank -You again, your program 
is a class act as proven by over 
500 participants and still growing.  

Bob Shorman  

P.S. The car has my wife Phyllis' 
name on the title. She says that 
way I can't ever sell it. Not that I 
would, anyway.” 

A Note of Thanks 

Capshaholm Mansion 

Spotted in Florida . . . 

• Start with a 1983 Delta 88 4 door Oldsmobile 

• Chop off the rear passenger compartment 

• Install a pick-up bed and tonneau cover 

• Add tubular steel bed rails for a “sporty” look 

• Throw on some sport wheels and dual exhaust 

And what do you have?? 

Well . . .  
You could call it an Olds Camino as Fred Pirochta, 
who shot these photos, suggested or . . . 
You could call it an El Royale or  Deltamino or  a 
rocket-powered El Del Camino! 
What would YOU call it? Be nice, now! 

Thanks, Fred! 

2005 Oldsmobile Homecoming Helen Earley Award winning 1969 Cutlass 442.  
Owner - Bob Shorman, Perry, MI 
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Article I - Name  

1.1  The name of this OCA Chapter 
shall be "R.E. Olds Chapter". 

Article II - Purpose  

2.1 The Chapter shall work to pre-
serve the interest in all types of 
Oldsmobiles in the mid-Michigan 
area.  

2.2 The Chapter shall work to pre-
serve the name of Oldsmobile and 
its heritage. 

2.3 The Chapter shall aid in the pro-
motion of events of interest to its 
members. 

2.4 The Chapter shall conform to the 
purpose of our parent organiza-
tion, The Oldsmobile Club of 
America, as stated in Article II of 
its bylaws. 

Article III - Officers  

3.1 The officers shall be: President, 
Vice President, Treasurer, and 
Secretary in descending order of 
rank.  

Article IV – R.E. Olds Chapter Board  

4.1 R.E. Olds Chapter Board herein 
after will be referenced to as the 
Board. 

4.2 The Board shall consist of the 
President, Vice President, Treas-
urer, Secretary, OCA Chapter 
Representative, Newsletter Editor, 
and one Membership Coordinator 
elected by the four officers.  The 
immediate Past President shall be 
an ex-officio member of the board. 

4.3 Four Board members shall consti-
tute a quorum.  

4.4 This Chapter shall be managed by 
the Board who shall have the au-
thority to act in all matters con-
cerning this Chapter, subject to 
OCA bylaws and to the provisions 
of these bylaws and to law.  

Article V - Duties and Responsibilities  

5.1 The President shall be the princi-
pal officer of the Chapter and shall 
preside over Chapter Board and 
general meetings, set agendas for 
meetings and perform all duties 
incidental to the office of the 
President.  

5.2 The Vice President, in the absence 
of the President, shall perform the 
President’s duties. 

5.3 The treasurer shall keep the finan-
cial records of the chapter and 
shall furnish a written financial 
report, including previous month 
itemized income and expenses, 
with a copy of the monthly bank 
statement, at each general mem-
bership meeting. 

5.4 The Secretary shall keep accurate 
accounts of what transpired at 
each board meeting and shall pro-
vide minutes of the previous board 
meeting at the next scheduled 
board meeting for board approval 
and record any additions or cor-
rections to the minutes as needed. 
The Secretary shall present to the 
board any corrected board meet-
ing minutes at the next scheduled 
board meeting. 

5.5 The Secretary shall keep accurate 
accounts of what transpired at 
each general membership meeting 
and shall provide minutes of the 
previous general membership 
meeting at the next scheduled 
general membership meeting for 
membership approval and record 
any additions or corrections to 
the minutes as needed. 

5.6 The OCA Chapter Representative 
shall represent this Chapter and 
shall act as a liaison between this 
Chapter and the Eastern Great 
Lakes Zone and OCA.  

5.7 The Newsletter Editor shall be 
responsible for collecting articles, 
assembling, publishing and distrib-
uting the Chapter newsletter on a 
periodic basis to be determined by 
the Board. 

5.8 The Membership Coordinator 
shall be responsible for providing 
the Board with a status report on 
membership and all chapter social 
events and outings. 

5.9  If a Board member fails to per-

they may be removed by a simple 
majority vote of the membership. 

Article VI - Elections 

6.1 Chapter Officers and the OCA 
Chapter Representative shall be 
elected by a simple majority vote 
of the general membership present 
at the annual meeting.  

6.2 The Newsletter Editor and Mem-
bership Coordinator board mem-
bers shall be elected by a simple 
majority vote of the newly elected 
Chapter Officers and OCA Chap-
ter Representative at the first 
regularly scheduled Board meeting. 

6.3 Nominations for Chapter Officers 
and OCA Chapter Representative 
may be by written nomination 
signed by both the nominator and 
the nominee or by written volun-
teer nomination by the candidate 
or oral statement at the annual 
meeting.  

6.4 Only an active or associate mem-
ber shall hold a Board position.  

6.5 Votes are to be counted at the 
annual meeting each year.  

6.6 The term of office for each posi-
tion shall begin on February 1 and 
end on January 31 of the Chapter 
year.  

6.7 Any vacancy shall be filled by vote 
of the remaining Board members.  

6.8 Only active and associate mem-
bers shall have the right to vote in 
the affairs of the Chapter. 

Article VII - Annual Meetings  

7.1 The purpose of the annual meet-
ing each year is to hold election of 
officers and OCA Chapter Repre-
sentative and to provide to the 
membership a year end financial 
report from the Treasurer.  

7.2 The annual meeting must be held 
sometime during the last six 
months of the Chapter year.  Gen-
eral membership shall be notified 
forty-five (45) days in advance of 
the annual meeting date.  

7.3 Those members present at the 
annual meeting will constitute a 
quorum for voting of Chapter 
officers at the annual meeting.  

R.E. Olds Chapter Bylaws 
Approved October 2005 

Below is a copy of the R.E. Olds Chapter 
Bylaws which were revised and approved 
by the membership at the October 4, 
2005 Chapter membership meeting. 

Continued  page 8 | see Bylaws 
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Article VIII - Financial Policy  

8.1 This Chapter agrees to take finan-
cial responsibility for Chapter obli-
gations.  

8.2 This Chapter agrees that all OCA 
membership applications and dues 
be promptly forwarded to the 
national OCA.  

8.3 This Chapter shall keep correct 
and complete books and records 
of accounts.  

8.4 Expenditures of Chapter funds, 
subject to Board approval, shall be 
for normal Chapter functions, 
operating expenses, annual or 
regular meetings, and for financial 
responsibility to OCA.  All other 
expenditures must be approved by 
a simple majority vote of the 
membership in attendance at a 
meeting.  

8.5 Checks disbursed by the Chapter 
shall bear the signature of the 
Treasurer. If the Treasurer is un-
available for an extended period of 
time, the President shall sign on 
behalf of the Treasurer. 

Article IX - Membership  

9.1 This Chapter may offer the same 
class of membership as OCA.  

9.2 In order to be a member in this 
Chapter, the member must hold a 
membership in the same class in 
OCA.  

9.3 Active members are those who 
have paid dues.  

9.4 Active and Honorary members 
are entitled to receive any chapter 
newsletter.  

9.5 Associate membership is available 
to one person living in the same 
household as an Active member. 
An Associate member has all of 
the rights of an Active member 
except they will not receive a 
separate newsletter. 

Article X - Dues  

10.1 Annual membership dues shall be 
recommended by the Board and 
approved by the membership.  

10.2 Annual membership dues shall 

run from June 1 to May 31 of each 
year. New members who pay dues 
before December 31 will be paid 
up for the current year to the 
following June.  Dues paid be-
tween January 1st and June 1st will 
be paid up through the following 
June.  

10.3 Members who have not paid 
dues by July 31 shall be dropped 
from the membership roster and 
shall receive no further newslet-
ters.  

Article XI - Meetings  

11.1  The number of meetings shall be 
determined by the Board except 
that there shall be at least one 
required annual meeting.  

11.2  The date and place of meetings 
shall be determined by the Board.   

11.3  All meetings shall be conducted 
in accordance with Roberts Rules 
of Order.  

11.4  The Board shall notify the mem-
bers of the date, time and place of 
each meeting.  

Article XII Committees 

12.1 The Board may appoint commit-
tees to carry out the functions and 
activities of the Chapter. They may 
be appointed as a standing com-
mittee or an ad hoc committee, 
with specific duties as determined 
by the Board at the time of the 
appointment. The minimum re-
sponsibilities of any committee 
shall include certain reporting 
requirements. 

12.2 Each committee shall be assigned 
a Board officer as the designated 
liaison person for the purpose of 
coordination and continuous com-
munications. 

12.3 Committees shall provide the 
Board with regular progress re-
ports of its plans and actions, ei-
ther written or oral. 

12.4 A committee whose action in-
volves use of Chapter funds in its 
assigned purpose shall submit to 
the Board for approval a proposed 
budget which shows anticipated 

revenue and expenditures.  Peri-
odic reports of revenues and ex-
penditure resulting from the com-
mittee’s performance will be pro-
vided to the Board. 

12.5 At the conclusion of the commit-
tee’s assigned duties, a final writ-
ten report shall be submitted to 
the Board.  A standing committee 
that exists for an indefinite term 
shall issue a final report on or 
before the Chapter year end. 

Article XIII- Chapter Requirements  

13.1 This Chapter agrees to conform 
to all provisions of OCA bylaws 
affecting chapters.  

Article XIV - Bylaws  

14.1 Before presenting a change in the 
bylaws to the general membership 
for vote, the proposed change 
must be approved by a simple 
majority of the Board.  

14.2 The membership will be provided 
a written copy of the proposed 
changes a minimum of fifteen days 
prior to a General Membership 
meeting, at which members will 
review and discuss the proposed 
By-Laws changes.  At a subsequent 
General Membership meeting 
members shall vote on the pro-
posed changes. 

14.3  A simple majority “yes” vote of 
members present will approve the 
proposed changes in the bylaws. 

 Article XV - Dissolution of the Chapter 

15.1  Dissolution shall occur by a 
written ballot and require a 2/3 
majority vote of active members.  
All funds owed to OCA will be 
sent to OCA. Any remaining as-
sets will go to a nonprofit group 
to be selected by a simple majority 
vote of the membership remaining. 

********* 

Bylaws | continued from page 7 
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218,160 square-foot Administration 
Center in its prime. 

The main lobby occupied the third 
level and incorporated unique design 
features. It had an air of openness and 
massiveness with its two story high 
ceiling and open escalators positioned 
along the south wall leading to the 
fourth level walk ways that over-
looked the lobby. Visitor seating was 
positioned around the perimeter of a 
sunken waiting area where vendors 
and other businessmen could relax 
before being called to their appoint-
ment or meeting.  Usually, a new 
model Oldsmobile sat in the middle of 
the waiting area. The receptionist’s 
desk was located near the main en-
trance in the middle of a four-sided 
marble counter or “island”. This 
“island” sat at one end and inside of a 
14 x 18 foot pool of water. Hanging 
on the north wall of the main lobby 
was one of two sculptures commis-
sioned for the then new Administra-
tion building; more on the sculptures 
later. 

Other features of the Administration 
Center as described in an Oldsmobile 
brochure of the time: “Basic office 
areas are of a modular design with 
moveable partitions. Each level of the 
building has its own separate, distinc-
tive decor. Modern, functional office 
furniture and equipment, a high- ve-
locity, dual-duct heating and air condi-
tioning system, and the most modern 
concept in fluorescent office lighting 
are among other building features. In 
the winter, all approaches to the 
building are kept clear of ice and snow 
by melting units built into the steps 
and sidewalks.” 

For the new Administration Center, 
Oldsmobile commissioned the crea-
tion of two sculptures. Both sculp-
tures were created by Mr. Samuel 
Cashwan, a retired sculptor (now 
deceased) from GM’s Styling Staff. Mr. 
Cashwan had been in sculpting for 
over 45 years and had studied in Paris 
and New York. In his own words, he 
describes both sculptures: 

 PROMETHEUS ( in Main Lobby) 

Prometheus was the son of Titan in 
Greek mythology.  He became one 
of mankind's best friends as he stole 
fire from the other gods and gave it 
to man for his use. The work signi-
fies the spirit of research so vitally 
necessary to industrial progress, and 
reflects on the efforts of the entire 
General Motors family. 

 OPEN CAGE (on Olds Avenue) 

This signifies people working in 
groups.  They are in an open cage, 
free to leave their jobs at any time.  
The longer they stay, however, the 
closer their ties with the job and with 
their associates.  Their roots grow 
deeper.  The birds represent hu-
mans.  They make gestures of flying, 
but never do. 

 

The Prometheus sculpture no longer 
hangs in the lobby, its fate unknown. 
However, the Open Cage sculpture 
still sits atop a base outside the South 
entrance of Building 70, as evidenced 
by the recent photo below. What 
used to be Olds Avenue on the south 
side of the building is now enclosed as 
part of the LGR assembly complex. 

Just north of the main entrance on 
Townsend Avenue sits a Michigan 
Historical marker which commemo-
rates the founder of Oldsmobile, Mr. 
Ransom E. Olds. Each side of the 
marker describes R.E. Olds and his 
early days in Lansing as he tinkered 
with various engine designs including 
steam, electric and gasoline and his 
eventual establishment of the Olds 
Motor Vehicle Company in associa-
tion with other prominent Lansing 
businessmen. 

From a distance, Building 70 still 
gleams majestically from all sides with 
the “modern” Olds logo still affixed to 
the east wall and the letters, O-L-D-S-
M-O-B-I-L-E,  proudly displayed on 
the north and south face atop the 
sixth floor roof. However, on closer 
inspection, one finds the patio tiles on 
the south east picnic patio showing 
signs of aging and heaving from many 
harsh winters and lack of mainte-
nance. The south concrete stairs lead-
ing onto the patio are crumbled badly 
as is part of the main entrance stair-
way. Elsewhere, there are cracks and 
tears in the waterproof membrane of 
the parking patio floor on the north 
west corner of the building; such a sad 
ending to a once elegant, glistening, 
bustling Administration Center. 

On August 18, 1998, the last Oldsmo-
bile employees moved out of building 
70, relocating to the new Oldsmobile 
Headquarters in the Renaissance Cen-
ter in downtown Detroit. At the time 
of Oldsmobile’s exit from Building 70, 
it was valued at $12.6 million. On 
behalf of all of those who worked in 
the Administration Center, “RIP old 
friend, you had a good run – just not 
long enough!” 

Bldg. 70 | continued from page 1 

East face and main entrance to Building 70. 

“Open Cage” Sculpture See more photos on page 10  
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Left - The outdoor picnic patio on the southeast corner of 
Building 70 showing its age here as evidenced by the paving 
tiles heaving and buckling.  

Below left - The side of the steps at the main entrance of 
Building 70 on Townsend Avenue are crumbling from age 
and lack of maintenance. 

Below right - More evidence of the building’s deterioration - 
the south steps leading onto the picnic patio are crumbling. 

Left - A Michigan Historical marker sits in front of the former 
Oldsmobile Administration Center on Townsend Avenue. 
The signage proclaims the various achievements and early 
history of R.E. Olds and the Oldsmobile brand. 

Below - The deteriorating painted Oldsmobile lettering on 
the marble wall of the Townsend Avenue side of the 
Administration Center. 

The Aging of Building 70 

Food for Thought: Does anyone think this building would make a good “new” home for the R.E. Olds Museum?? 
I know, who could afford it!  BUT, What IF. . . . .  
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 New Business: 

1. The Motor City Rockets conducted the 
2008 Nationals kickoff meeting. 

2. Ken made a presentation to Wayne 
Mason as the honor member of the year for 
2005. 

 Joe Pohl made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting.  Chuck Mitchell Seconded the 
motioned.  The motion was carried. 

 The Ingham County Sheriff Department 
presented the 2005 200 car accident on I96 to 
the members present. 

Approved Chapter Expenditures: 

1. The board approved to disperse $25.00 
to the tour guide for the Studebaker museum 
outing. 

The membership approved a donation of 
$500.00 to the Beekman Center. 

 Respectfully submitted:  Ed Shand 
Secretary  

Secretary’s 
Report 

Ken Nicholas brought the meeting to order at 
7:05 PM. 

 There were 18 present at the meeting. 

 Presidents Report: Ken is looking for 
suggestions for club activities throughout the 
year.  If the membership has suggestions please 
contact either Ken Nicholas or Ashley Jones. 

 Vice Presidents Report:  Harry Emmons 
presented an article that appeared in the latest 
Hemming’s magazine on the 1941 Oldsmobile. 

 Secretaries Report: The minutes from the 
February 7, 2006 General Session meeting were 
read and opened for discussion.  Joe Pohl 
motioned to accept the minutes as read.  Harry 
Emmons seconded the motion.  The 
membership approved the motion.  Wayne 
Mason provided a few corrections to the 
minutes for the Studebaker outing.  The 
description was corrected. 

 Treasurers Report:  Dave Violetta provided 
a treasurers report.  The starting balance as of 
January 31, 2006 was $16,250.85.  The 
revenues for the month of February were 
$247.00.  The expenditures for the month of 
February were $1,101.38 leaving a balance of 
$15,396.47.  Dave emphasized to the members 
present that per bylaws checks can only be 
written for items approved by the board or 
membership. The items currently approved are: 

1. Administration: Newsletter printing, 
Newsletter mailing, Postal mailbox rental, Web 
site, Annual meeting. 
2. Membership: Dues and forms 
3. Chapter Polo Shirts 
4. Studebaker Museum trip 
5. Beekman Center Donation  
6. 2006 Homecoming show 
7. Miscellaneous 

 All expenditures require a company receipt 
invoice or a bill.  Willis Dennis made a motion 
to approve the treasurer’s report.  Jim Harsant 
seconded the motion.  The membership 
present approved the motion.     

 Newsletter Report:  Wayne Mason has 
requested additional articles for the newsletter.  
The revised bylaws will be printed in the next 
newsletter. 

R.E. Olds Chapter General 
Session Meeting 
March 7, 2006 

7:00 PM 

 OCA Representative Report:  Chuck 
Mitchell had no additional information to 
report. 

 Homecoming Report: Ken reported that all 
is going well with the Homecoming 
arrangements.  Some Motor City Rockets 
members will be coming to assist with the 
Homecoming in order to gain experience for 
their 2008 National meet. 

 Membership Chairman Report: Joe Pohl 
reported that two new members registered 
during the month.  Doug Williams and Barry 
Lott.  Joe will send out the letters and cards 
this week. 

 Old Business: 

1. The Helen Earley committee and the 
Board approved a Helen Earley Memorial.  The 
recommendation to the membership is:  
“Chuck Mitchell made a motion that an oil 
painting portrait of Helen Earley be 
commissioned in a size of  3’X 4’to be made. 
The portrait would be donated to the Museum 
and be displayed in a prominent place of honor 
until such time when the library was completed 
and then displayed in the Museum. Tom 
Hummer seconded the motion.  A not to 
exceed amount of $2,500.00 was 
recommended for the project with the costs 
dispersed from Chapter funds.  The 
recommendation was presented to those 
present at the general session meeting.  Harry 
Emmons made the motion to accept the 
motion and Jim Harsant seconded the motion.  
The membership unanimously approved the 
motion. 

2. There are currently 12 reservations for 
the Studebaker outing.  Members were 
encouraged to make the reservation if they are 
attending. 

3. Bylaw committee: The original bylaw 
committee will review the two recommended 
changes to the current bylaws.  Troy Collins 
will chair the review sessions. 

4. It is recommended that due to the change 
of the treasurer that there should be an 
internal audit of the chapter funds.  It appears 
that the books are accurate and this is just a 
routine review. 

Jill Gilbert presented a request for a chapter 
donation for the Beekman Center annual car 
show scheduled on Sept. 10, 2006.  A $500.00 
donation was requested.  There was a 
discussion that in the past the Chapter donated 
$250 for this event.  Chuck Mitchell made the 
motion and Joe Pohl seconded the motion to 
donate $250 to the Beekman Center.  It was 
brought to the membership attention that 
although the membership approved the sum of 
$250 to Beekman last year, that chapter funds 
were not dispersed.  The motion was changed 
to make a $500.00 donation for 2006 instead of 
issuing a check in the amount of $250.00 for 
2005 and a second check for $250 for 2006. 
The amended motion was made and seconded 
by Chuck and Joe.  The membership approved 
the motion. 

Ken Nicholas brought the meeting to order at 
7:03  

There were 26 present at the meeting.  

Presidents Report: Ken Nicholas had no new 
information to report.  

Vice Presidents Report:  Harry Emmons had 
no additional information to report  

Secretaries Report: The minutes from the 
March 7, 2006 General Session meeting were 
read and opened for discussion.   Harry 
Emmons motioned to accept the minutes as 
read.  Wayne Mason seconded the motion.  
The membership approved the motion.  

Treasurers Report:  Dave Violetta provided 
a treasurers report.  The starting balance as of 
February 28, 2006 was $15,396.47.  The 
revenues for the month of March were 
$2422.90.  The expenditures for the month of 
March were $1802.32 leaving a balance of 
$16017.05.  Dave requested any bills from the 
membership. Ashley Jones had a bill for the 
trailer.  Joe Pohl motioned to accept the 
treasures report. Jim Harsant seconded the 
motion.  The membership accepted the motion.  

Newsletter Report:  Wayne Mason is almost 
completed with the next issue of the 
newsletter.  There are two articles from the 
President for this issue.  Wayne is still in need 
of articles for the future newsletters.  Wayne 
reminded the membership that the website is 
available to show their cars and have a brief 
description of them.   If there are any new 
vehicles or some that may have been sold and 
need to be taken off, and then please contact 

Continued  page 12 | see Minutes 

R.E. Olds Chapter General 
Session Meeting 

April 4, 2006 
7:00 PM 
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Upcoming Events 

Club Meetings for 2006 are usually 
scheduled for the first Tuesday of the 
month at the R.E.O. Transportation 
Museum at 7 PM . Scheduled meeting 
dates for this year are:  May 2nd, 
June 6th, July 11th, August 8th, 
September 5th, October 3rd,  
November 7th, December 5th. 

April 28th, 29th, 2006 - Chapter 
outing to the National Studebaker 
Museum in South Bend, Indiana.   

June 3rd - Second Annual “ The Reos 
Return to ReoTown”, celebrating the 
142nd anniversary of R.E. Olds’ birth. 
Reo cars will be parked along South 
Washington Ave. in Lansing from 10 
AM to 4 PM. For information, contact 
Jul ie Burtch at 517-485-2795,  
julieburtch@yahoo.com or Jim Neal, 
517-332-7366, jrneal@loomislaw.com 

June 17th - 14th Annual Oldsmobile 
Homecoming Car Show & Swap Meet 
at corner of Canal Rd. & Billwood 
Hwy. in Lansing. 

***** 

Remember, if you find any 
misteakes in ths newslitter, 
they were put here for a 
porpoise. They are intended 
to teak youre attension off 
any other in accuracie. 

to bring up to the upcoming board meeting.  
Ken will motion to permanently have a racing 
class for the OCA and judging requirements.  
The race car is to be a dedicated race car not a 
street car.  The criteria is not currently set.  

2.   Troy Collins:  His Air club is having a car 
show on Sunday May 21.  Abrams Airport.  

3.   A number of car show events were 
brought up by the membership.  Additional 
information will be forthcoming.  

 
a. Mike Ross will provide information on a 
car show on May 20th sponsored by the 
Capitol City Old Car Club.  
b. Ashley Jones will provide additional 
information on a car show in Coldwater on 
May 13th and 14th  
c. Mike Ross invited the RE Olds Club for 
the Capitol City Old Car Club May 13th 
meeting and pot luck dinner.  It begins at 
5:30 PM and you need to bring your own 
table service and a dish to pass.  The 
location is just off of US 127 on Barnes 
road next  to the Mason Manor  
d. Max Hineman will provide additional 
information on the Shriner event wanting 
convertibles on Sept 23 in Grand Ledge.  

4.   Joe Pohl received a call from Hemmings 
who wants to do an article on the 66 and 67 
Toro instrument panel.  

Joe Pohl made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting.  Harry Emmons seconded the 
motioned.  The motion was carried.  

Approved Chapter Expenditures: There were 
no chapter fund expenditures approved during 
the meeting.  

Respectfully submitted:  Ed Shand 
Secretary 

R.E. Olds Chapter Polo Shirt Order Form 

I will pick up from 
Judy. 

Or  
Please mail shirt 
to me. 

Quality Polo shirt (white or maroon) with 
Chapter logo, approx. 3” high, embroidered 

on top left chest.  

Jerzees brand, 2-button, 50/50 poly cotton with stain 
resistant finish offered at Chapter cost in men’s sizes 
below. See a photo of this shirt on our Chapter Web site, 
www.reolds.org . Click on the “Chapters Merchandise” 
link, then “Chapter polo shirts.” 

New!  

Name:____________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________ 

City: ____________________ State: _______ Zip_________ 
Circle size(s):  S    M    L    XL    2X    3X  

White shirt ($18)  _________ 

Maroon shirt ($20)  _________ 

Add $2 for 2X_________ 

Add $3 for 3X_________ 

  Add shipping     _________ 
($5 per order) 

Total                 _________ 

Please send order form along 
with check or money order to: 

R.E. Olds Chapter 
Attn: Judy Badgley  
304 S. Clippert St. 
Lansing, MI 48912-4606 
Please make checks payable 
to: R.E. Olds Chapter 

Get Ready Now for Summer Car Shows! 

Wayne.  There are still plans to have a section 
for cars under construction on the web site.  

 
OCA Representative Report:  Chuck 
Mitchell had no additional information to 
report.  

Homecoming Report: Posters are available 
for the Homecoming and the membership is 
encouraged to take them and distribute them 
to local businesses.  There are currently 80 cars 
registered and 35 swap spaces reserved.  It 
does not appear that the incentives have an 
impact on pre-registration.  There are 7 Rallye 
350 registered and one beaters coming from 
California.  There may be some road 
construction in the parking area during the 
event.  Harry Emmons will attempt to salvage 
the deposit cans and bottles to turn them in 
after the show for cash.  There will be special 
areas to deposit the cans.  

Membership Chairman Report: Joe Pohl 
reported that there was no activity since the 
last report. He reminded the membership that 
dues can be paid at anytime for those renewals 
due in June.  

Old Business:  

1.  29 people are signed up for the Studebaker 
trip.  Wayne provided the membership the 
outline of the event.  

2.  The Helen Earley Memorial Committee 
needs to get back together to select an artist 
for the portrait.  The committee has selected 
the photo for artist to use for the portrait.  

3.  The bylaw committee has not met at this 
time to address the two proposed changes. 
New Business:  

1. Ken is the Chapter OCA Zone Rep, He is 
asking for input from the membership for him 

Minutes | continued from page 11 
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Olds Parting 
with Willis and Troy 

M ost all of you will 
remember the story of the 

three hour tour by the Minnow.  Our 
most recent adventure reminded me 
of their story. The following is ours - 
see what you think.  

For a number of weeks Willis had 
mentioned that his friend Ken over in 
Norway had asked him about a couple 
of 58's  in Wisconsin.  Willis was 
aware of the one vehicle, but not the 
other.  Ken knew Paul who was the 
owner of the one Willis was 
interested in.  Upon talking to Paul he 
found out that they were available due 
to a pending divorce and that he 
(Paul) had to get them out of the 
garage where they were, so the place 
could be sold.  We now go into the 
planning stage.  

The location was in Wauwatosa, 
Wisconsin.  This is just west of 
downtown Milwaukee off I94.  This 
mapped out to 312 or 305 miles one 
way depending on the starting point.  
We didn't want to make two trips 
(one truck & one trailer) so Willis and 
I got the wheels in the old gray matter 
turning to see how we could make it 
in one trip.  After the smoke cleared 
from all the thinking, we decided that 
we needed two trucks and two 
trailers (didn't think we were Rhodes 

Scholars did you).  Willis went about 
acquiring a second truck and a trailer.  

We decided to go up on a Saturday 
and come back on Sunday.  The 
Wednesday before the scheduled trip, 
the radiator goes out on the truck 
Willis bought.  With new hoses and 
radiator in place, the truck and a 
borrowed trailer go to the hitch place 
so they can gain their oneness.  After 
three or four piggy banks had been 
broken, the truck and trailer can now 
be attached, will light up, and stop as 
needed.  The next day (Saturday) has 
arrived and we begin the five hour 
trip to Wauwatosa.  

In the planning stage we decided to 
leave by 10 AM and get there around 
3:30 or 4 pm.  Well, like the Minnow, 
the trip didn't go as planned.  We left 
at 10:30 AM and hit the first unknown 
construction in Kalamazoo.  Next we 
hit the known construction around 
Chicago on I94.  Oh, I forgot to 
mention that we decided not to go as 
the crow flies and went over to 39 
and up to I94.  We got to 39 about 7 
PM with at least a couple of hours to 
go.  We arrived at Paul's about 10:30 
our time 9:30 his time.  We were 
whipped puppies by then and decided 
to load the cars on Sunday.  Before 
leaving Paul's we loaded all the boxes 
of parts from the other vehicle into 
the one I was going to haul, along with 
boxes of marked bags of smaller parts 
that we took out of the boxes and 
stuffed where ever we could find a 
spot for them in the trunk. We then 
left Paul's to go find our Hotel.  

After locating the Hotel (about three 
miles from Paul's) we checked in only 
to find they had no reservation for us.  
I gave them the confirmation number 

I had received when I made the 
reservation the day before (Friday) 
and still no reservation.  After the 
night clerk was nice enough to check 
all the other hotels that they had in 
Milwaukee (he figured that since the 
computer said I didn't have a 
reservation with them I must have 
forgotten where I made the 
reservation).  After no one else knew 
of me, the clerk found that the person 
I had made the reservation with had 
booked me for Friday night 
(apparently I didn't know what day I 
was going to be there either). The 
hotel wasn't real busy so I asked for a 
room on the first floor.  The clerk 
handed me a key for the second floor.  
I was nice enough not to ask him what 
part of first floor he didn't 
understand.  We got to the room and 
ordered some subs from a place call 
Marty's.  After getting some of the 
best subs we ever had, we hit the sack 
about 12:30 AM our time (we had 
been on the go for about 16 hours).  

Sunday arrives and after a bagel and 
juice we headed over to Paul's to load 
the cars.  Before we loaded the blue 
four door Super 88 on my trailer we 
had to find a couple of bags of parts 
so that we could put the front 
suspension and wheels on the other 
vehicle which we came to call the 
"woody".  Yes, the same bags that we 
had filled the spaces in the trunk of 
the blue four door with.  After 
locating the parts I helped Willis put 
the suspension and wheels on the 
"woody".  I know that a number of 
you know what the term woody 
means (no not that - think cars).  But I 
can guarantee you have never seen a 
woody like this one.  See the pictures 
of both vehicles below.  

Continued on page 14 | see Olds Parting 
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Classi f ied ads must be received 
by the editor on or before the 
f irst  Tuesday of  publ ication  
month’s (February, April ,  June, 
August,  October, December) Cost 
of  ad is  “0” for members and 
$6.00 for  non-members. Photos 
welcome. Ads wil l  be run once 
unless you call the Editor and 
request that it  be run again!  

Classified Ads 

I  hope you all are aware that the 
Nationals are in Dallas this 
summer and with that comes the 

board meeting.  My questions for you 
is: What would you like OCA to be?  
What would you like brought up?  
One thing I'm going to motion for is a 
race car class at all of the National 
events.  This has been a big success at 
Homecoming.  One concern is judging 
these cars as they are "work vehicles" 
not show cars.  What should the 
judging criteria be?  Another thing 
that has been mentioned is 
incorporating a drag race with the 
Nationals.  This could happen with 
support.  You all know how much is 
involved in putting on a National and 
the chapters doing them can not be 
expected to take on another task and 

many would not have the knowledge 
to do so.  If drag racing is to happen, 
we need people to take over some of 
these tasks.  
 
One last thing is the OCA elections.  
There has been al ot of issues in the 
past year.  I can assure you that your 
Board has only one agenda and that is 
to up hold the bylaws and look out 
for OCA and its assets.  Please 
assemble the facts AND use your 
wisdom and good judgment and 
VOTE!  By all means, as always, please 
contact me with any questions or 
concerns. 
 
Ken Nicholas 
Eastern Great Lakes Zone Director  

Zone Director’s Report 

It seems that Willis knew we had to 
put the suspension and wheels on the 
car but, didn't know that the four 
door wagon had no doors on it. It 
was now time for Willis and I to go to 
the dark side and build a coffin.  We 
had a vehicle with holes in the floor 
and no doors that we had to load 
with parts and trailer home.  We got 
directions to Menard's and picked up 
three sheets of OSB (oriented strand 
board), six two by fours, and some 
screws.  We spent the rest of the day 
in construction mode, took a break 
around five and went to a 
neighborhood eatery, Gilly's for a late 
lunch (the bronco ride was down for 
repair) . We loaded up the woody 
with all the parts we could carry and 
then loaded the woody on Willis' 
trailer.  It was now 11:30 PM our time 
and we had run out of steam.  We 
had spent another 14 hours getting 
things ready for the road.  We went 
back to the hotel and got some items 
out of the vending machines and hit 
the sack.  

It’s now Monday and after our bagel 
and juice and a time check,  we 
headed back over to Paul's to  finish 

tying the woody down and load the 
glass into my vehicle.  We had to wait 
until about 10:30 AM our time since 
Paul's wife had to take the kids to 
school.  We left with the cars about 1 
PM.  We decided to try a different 
route home which we wished we had 
taken on the way up.  Before we got 
out of Milwaukee we had to pull over 
and move the blue Super 88 four 
door on my trailer forward to get 
more weight on the tongue of the 
trailer.  I didn't think it was far enough 
forward when we loaded it but, it 
didn't show up till I got over 50 mph.  
Once the adjustment was made we 
headed home with stops in Racine, 
WI for lunch at A&W and New 
Buffalo for dinner at Redamak's.  We 
arrived home at 11:30 PM having 
finished our third 14 hour day of 
transporting vehicles.  It took us over 
a week to realize how much fun we 
had and to see where we could go 
next. NOT  

At our next meeting you will be asked 
to tell us which one of the two cars 
pictured in this article is the parts car.  

Till then, happy Oldsing 

Olds Parting | continued from page 13 

For Sale - 1978 Toronado - 403engine, 
white Landau Top over Copper. Contact 
Dick Berry at (517) 4829247 or on cell, 
(517)402-1128. 

 

Looking For Parts -  In process of 
restoring 1954 Olds Starfire convertible, 
need following parts: top assemble(top 
irons), R & L stainless body side trim, W/S 
stainless inner and outers, rocker 
moldings, Interior stainless kick panels R & 
L, stainless door panel trim R & L, all 
interior quarter trim stainless, R & L door 
interior painted trim at top of doors, R & 
L quarter interior painted trim at top of 
quarters, front and rear seats. Contact - 
Dan Christie, P.O. Box 610, Prosper TX 
75078, ph. 927-346-3333 or fax 927-346-
3430, e-mail  to: 
danchristie@collincountylandcompany.com. 

For Sale - 1929 F-29 Two Door 
Sedan - Nearly all original, nice condition 
ready to show or drive or it can be 
restored.  Solid original wood, interior, 
top. Additional information at 
www.handofshand.com (best viewed 
using Internet Explorer) 

Check your Address Label 
Now! If there is an “RN06” 
after your name, your 
Chapter dues are renewable 
and due in June 2006. See 
page 3 for further details. 
Please renew - we don’t 
want this to be your last 
newsletter. Thanks! 
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R.E. Olds Club Members: 

You are cordially invited to be our guests at our May Membership meeting, 
Saturday May 13, 2006.  

This meeting begins with a potluck supper at 5:30p.m. at the clubhouse. Guests 
should bring their own table service, utensils, and a dish to pass. Coffee, bottled 
water and soft drinks will be provided.  

We hope all Members of the R.E. Olds club will take this opportunity to come out 
and see our clubhouse and property and to explore possible joint activities for the 
future.  

If you choose to come for the meeting only and not dinner, you should plan on 
being there at 6:15p.m.  

The Capitol City Old Car Club's property and clubhouse is located on Barnes Rd. 
just off US-127 south of Mason, on the eastside of the highway next to Mason 
Manor. (see map below) 

Please join us,  

J.P. Jackson, President  

CCOCC 

N 

Need a new Chapter name badge? 
How about a cool Chapter Jacket 
with the Chapter logo embroidered 
on the back? Well, you can order these 
items via our web site, www.reolds.org. 
Just go to the “Chapter Merchandise” link 
on the main page, then click on the item 
you would like to order. Instructions will 
pop up and also a link to an order form. 
Also available on our Chapter 
Merchandise page are Chapter polo 
shirts. (Note the order form for the shirt 
is on page 12 of this newsletter also) We 
try to, as space permits, run these order 
forms in the newsletter. However, we 
don’t always have the space. Thus, this 
reminder that you can order merchandise 
from our web site when you can’t find an 
order form in the Rocket Review! 
Happy Shopping. 
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Thank Our Sponsors - Support them with your support! May - June 2006 Rocket Review 

http://www.reolds.org 

R.E. OLDS CHAPTER  
OLDSMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA 
P.O. BOX 80101 
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