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Serving Mid-Michigan 

P u b l i s h e d  b y   C h a p t e r  ~  O l d s m o b i l e  C l u b  o f  A m e r i c a 

W e were privileged to 
have our 1966 
Oldsmobile Toro-

nado invited to the 18th annual 
Eyes on Design Car Show, 
which is a special automotive 
exhibition that focuses on the 
artistic nature of automotive 
design. This premier event was 
held on Sunday, June 26, 2005, 
and is held each year as a 
benefit for the Detroit Insti-
tute of Ophthalmology. This 
year's display, with several 
categories and a wide diversity 
of American, British, German, 
Italian and French automobiles, 
was held on the magnificent 
lakeside grounds of the Edsel 
and Eleanor Ford Estate in 
Grosse Pointe Shores, Michi-
gan. 

The judging of vehicles is done 
by active and retired exterior 
and interior designers from 
leading automotive and sup-
plier companies. One vehicle in 
each category is awarded a 

special crystal sculpture recog-
nizing it as an outstanding com-
bination of innovative design 
and expressive functionality.  

Our Toronado was one of 22 
cars in the American Postwar 
Category, and to our pleasant 
surprise, our car was chosen 
to receive the Designer's 
Choice Crystal Award.  
Some of the other cars in our 
category were a 1955 Thun-
derbird Convertible, 1958 

Chevrolet Impala Convertible, 
1965 Corvette Convertible, 
1966 Ford Mustang Coupe and 
1967 Cadillac Eldorado, so we 
were thrilled that a 1966 
Oldsmobile Toronado was 
recognized over the other 
automobiles for its very dis-
tinctive and innovative design 
at this special automotive exhi-
bition. 

GM had arranged to have Jay 
Leno's gold 1966 Toronado 

Hummer’s Toronado Recognized 

Why a Studebaker? 

Y ou are probably asking 
how a long-time (now 

retired) Oldsmobile engineer 
came to be a Studebaker 
owner. This comes up a lot, 
especially in the Lansing area. 
Many years ago I became en-
amored with the looks of the 

‘53 Studebaker coupes, the 
original year of the Bob 
Bourke/Raymond Loewy de-
sign. My attraction was further 
enhanced after a visit to the 
Studebaker Museum in South 
Bend, Indiana, the home of 
Studebaker. At that time I had 
no desire to restore another 
vehicle to stock as I was driv-

ing a ‘67 Mustang that I had 
rebuilt to factory original. This 
effort, while a great learning 
experience, taught me that 
“stock” was not what I really 
wanted; I wanted to build a car 
to meet my personal desires. 
This thinking started me look-
ing for a ‘53 Studebaker coupe 
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Tom & Jan’s 1966 Toro (right) sits next to Jay Leno’s gold Toro on the 
Eyes on Design Car Show field. 

Continued page 4 | see Hummer’s 

By Dave Pfaff 

Continued page 5 | see Studebaker  
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As  I write this (last min-
ute of course) the year 

is winding down.  But the forthcom-
ing year looks like a great one; we 
will be doing more activities such as 
overnight trips to Studebaker Mu-
seum.  Don Copper is heading up a 
Joint Venture with the Motor City 
Rockets on the trip to Traverse 
City.  Don and Eva had so much fun 
that they said more R.E. Olds Chap-
ter members need to attend next 
year.  I would like to pick a few local 
shows which our chapter could at-
tend as a group.  
 
Another event that went well a cou-
ple years back was a trip to Berlin 

Motor Speedway.  We could look 
into a more local track too.  We 
have several members that could 
guide us on a trip!?  
 
We have some new faces on the 
board, Harry Emmons and Dave 
Violetta.  They have stepped up to 
help guide things along.  Thanks to 
all that donate some of themselves 
to help the chapter out.  
 
Christmas is right around the corner 
hope Santa finds all those Olds 
goodies for all you  good boys and 
girls!  
 

CCCC Ya,  
Ken 

I  would first like to 
thank President 
Ken and the entire 

board for bestowing 
upon me the Distin-
guished Service Award 
at the Chapter’s An-

nual Banquet in November. It is truly an 
honor and I will work to live up to the 
award’s meaning in the coming year. 

As a New Year opens for our chapter, so 
do new opportunities to have fun! One 
such opportunity is currently in the plan-
ning stages: a weekend Chapter outing to 
the Studebaker Museum in South Bend, 
Indiana (http:/www.studebakermuseum.org/).  
The trip, tentatively planned for a weekend 
in April 2006, is expected to be a joint 
outing with the Motor City Rockets. By 
next issue we hope to have details of the 
trip so that you may make plans to attend. 
This should be an exciting event as the 
Museum, just this past November, moved 
into a new $6.5 million facility.  Having 
visited the “old” Studebaker Museum in 
2004, I can attest to the museum’s large 
collection of vehicles on display. I can 
hardly wait to see them in the new setting. 
Perhaps this visit will give Chapter mem-

bers ideas on planning and building such a 
museum for Oldsmobile in Lansing, Michi-
gan! 

Other items being considered for inclusion 
in our South Bend weekend include: the 
Center for History housed in a 38 room 
Victorian mansion (formerly the Oliver 
mansion of Oliver plow fame) adjacent to 
the  Studebaker facility 
(http://www.centerforhistory.org/); the 
Tippecanoe Place Restaurant which is 
the former mansion of the Studebaker 
family and consists of 26,000 sq. ft. on 4 
floors with 40 rooms and 20 fireplaces. 
The mansion was completed in 1889 at a 
total cost of $250,000. 
(http://www.tippe.com/); the Notre Dame 
campus in South Bend. It is an amazing 
campus with a bookstore that makes the 
best Barnes & Noble store look like a 
cheap knock-off, the Basilica and grotto 
(http://www.nd.edu/). 

So, check out some of the above web sites 
and give your board members input on 
what you would like to see in South Bend. 

Until next issue, 

Wayne 

Notes from the Editor 

The President’s 
Corner 

2006 R.E.  Olds  Chapter 

Board of Director s 

President 
Ken Nicholas 
(517) 663-2397 
mroldskcn@sbcglobal.net 
 
Vice-President  
Harry Emmons 
517-485-5998 
no e-mail 
 
Secretary 
Ed Shand 
517-655-4739 

jes@handofshand.com 
 
Treasurer 
Nick Colovos 
(517) 487-8751 
FordOlds@comcast.net 
 
Membership Coordinator 
Joe Pohl 
517-323-2342 
lhopj@juno.com 
 
OCA Representative 
Chuck Mitchell 
(517) 882-9757 
info@reolds.org 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Webmaster 
Wayne Mason 
(517) 669-8051 
webmaster@reolds.org 
 
Board members are elected for a 
one year period of time at the 
Annual Banquet Meeting. Officers 
assume their office beginning Feb-
ruary 1st of the year they are 
elected. 
 
General Club meetings are held 
on the 1st Tuesday of the month 
at various locations, but usually at 
the R.E. Olds Museum in Lansing. 
Contact Ken Nicholas at the num-
ber shown above for more infor-
mation. 
 
Oldsmobile Homecoming Car 
Show committee meetings are 
held periodically through out the 
year. Contact Don Cooper at: 
HOMECOMING14YRS@aol.com for 
more information. 
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R.E. Olds Chapter Membership Application 

New  __________      Renewal ___________  
 Application Date  ____/_____/_____ 

OCA Number _________ Birthday - Month ____________ Day ____________ 

Name ___________________________________________ 

Street ___________________________________________ 

City ______________________________  State _______  Zip Code ________- 
______ 

Home Phone (______) _____ - __________ Work Phone (______) _____ - 
__________  

E-Mail address ____________________________________ 

Spouse Name ____________________  Birthday - Month ____________ Day 

January Birthdays 
- Chris Heminger 
5th, Ron Reichle 7th, 
Abel Gonzalez and 
Katherine Johnson 
9th, Don Potter 25th, 
Gerry Garfield and 
Wayne May 28th. 

February Birthdays - Dave Pfaff 
1st, Jill Gilbert 2nd,  Chuck Pohl 3rd, 
,Jan Hummer 5th, Janet Shand 11th, 
Betty Mroczka 12th, Dean 
Patterson 17th, Kurt Tillman and 
Eva Cooper 22nd, Willis Dennis 
23rd. 
If we don’t list your birthday, send 
yours/spouses birthday information 
( m o n t h  a n d  d a y  o n l y )  t o  
wemas@comcast.net . In the subject line 
put R.E. OLDS.  Or snail mail  to:  
 Wayne Mason 
 2713 W. Clark Rd. 
 Lansing, MI 48906 

Must be a member of the Oldsmobile Club of America to join the chapter. 

Chapter dues are $10.00 a year or 3 years for $25.00.  

Send application and make check payable to:  

R.E. OLDS CHAPTER 

OLDSMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA 

P.O. BOX 80101 

LANSING, MICHIGAN 48908-0101 

R.E. Olds Chapter is a regional chapter of the Oldsmobile Club of America, based 
in the Mid-Michigan area. The Chapter received its charter in 1984, and has 
served Olds enthusiasts in the area since then. A bi-monthly publication, 

RE Olds Chapter Dues 

Dues are $10 for 1 year or $25 for three years, renewable each June for all 
members and payable to R.E. Olds Chapter. Mail to: Joe Pohl, P.O. Box 
80101, Lansing, MI 489089-0101.  A renewal form is not necessary. Your 
address label contains the year in which you need to renew your member-
ship. For example, if the “RN” code after your name is “RN06”, then your 
dues are renewable and due in June 2006. No additional renewal reminder 
will be sent to you. 

How to Join the Oldsmobile Club of America 

Visit the Oldsmobile Club of America’s web site: www.oldsclub.org  for an 
application form, dues schedule and other club information and benefits. 

Happy Birthday! 

Upcoming Events 

Club Meetings for 2006 are usually 
scheduled for the first Tuesday of the 
month at the R.E.O. Transportation 
Museum at 7 PM . Scheduled meeting 
dates for this year are:  January 3rd, 
February 7th, March 7th, April 4th, 
May 2nd, June 6th, July 11th, August 
8th, September 5th, October 3rd,  
November 7th, December 5th. 

 

April 2006 - Joint outing with Motor 
City Rockets Chapter to the National 
Studebaker Museum in South Bend, 
Indiana.  Currently planned as a 
weekend outing, the date, details  and 
plans are currently in progress. (see 
Editor’s notes on page 2) 

“I wish to thank 
the club mem-
bers at the an-
nual meeting for 
accepting me as 
the O.C.A. club 

rep for another year. Thanks again.”  
Chuck Mitchell 

Notes from our members . . . 

D o you have a suggestion for a speaker or program for our monthly 
meetings? Someone or something that would be interesting to 

share with your Oldsmobile friends? Let us know your ideas. Even if you 
have a topic of interest but don’t know who to contact about doing a program, 
let us know and maybe we can find someone. Contact Judy Badgley at 517-
337-0444, weekdays or e-mail: dbgarage@netzero.net. 



Rocket Review 

January - February 2006 
Page 4 

brought to this year's spectacular show. It 
was on display in the center of the show 
area, and it attracted a lot of attention. It 
was a special treat for us to see this trans-
formed Toro "up close and personal", 
with its 1070 hp engine, inter- cooled twin 
turbos, carbon fiber driveshaft, rear trans-
axle, rear-mounted a/c system, and cus-
tom made billet aluminum 17-inch wheels 
machined to look original. At the end of 
the show, we were allowed to drive our 
Toronado up next to Jay's for a time of 
picture taking. 

And now, here is the next part of our 
story. On September 22nd, we wrote Jay 
Leno a letter giving him a brief history of 
our 1966 Toronado and sent him a few of 

the pictures that we took of our two To-
ronados. We also told him we would be 
attending his performance at the Breslin 
Center in East Lansing, MI on October 
8th, and that we would enjoy meeting him, 
if his staff could work it out. Well, Octo-
ber 8th came and went, and we didn't get 
to meet Jay. After getting home on Octo-
ber 12th, I noticed that there was a mes-
sage on our answering machine, so to my 
Big Surprise and Thrill I listened to this 
message. "Hi, Tom and Jan. It's Jay Leno. 
Believe it or not, I just got your letter. I'm 
sorry, I was already in East Lansing, so I'm 
sorry I missed you. I just received it today. 
Hey, nice looking Toronado. That's a 
beauty. I'm sorry I couldn't be at that 
Show, and I'm sorry I missed you. Oh, I 

like your 66 TORO license plate too. 
Mine says 66 rear wheel drive (66 RWD). 
Well, I'm sorry I missed you and good 
luck with the car - it's beautiful. I'm going 
to save these pictures. Ok, and again, I'm 
sorry I missed you, I would have loved to 
have said hello in East Lansing. Ok, bye-
bye." So, when Tom came home I casually 
said, "There's a message for you on our 
machine." You should have seen the look 
on his face when he started listening to 
Jay's message - probably the same look I 
had on my face earlier, but no one was 
with me to see it! Anyway, we are really 
pleased to have gotten a famous come-
dian's attention through his love of beauti-
ful old cars - especially an OLDSMOBILE! 

the ‘53 in the 2004 R.E. 
Olds Chapter Home-
coming, becoming a par-
ticipant after attending 
many Homecomings as a 
spectator. I hope this 
article explains ‘Why a 
Studebaker?” and will 
encourage you to pro-
mote the Club to those 
with Oldsmobile pow-
ered vehicles. The Club 
needs to expand its hori-
zons to all those out 
there with an interest in 
Oldsmobile and R.E. 
Olds. 

vides a reasonable highway cruising engine 
speed but with the high torque output of 
the Rocket V8, combined with the rela-
tively light weight vehicle, getting “off the 
line” is still entertaining. I enjoy hearing 
the chirp of the 1-2 shift during part throt-
tle acceleration. Like any vintage or cus-
tom vehicle it is a continuing work in pro-
gress with upgrades and changes as de-
sired. 

Over the years, my Oldsmobile buddies 
have bugged me to join the Oldsmobile 
Club. I said I would join when Olds pow-
ered vehicles were allowed at Olds shows. 
They finally called my bluff and changed 
the rules so I joined the Club and entered 

Are there still more un-restored Oldsmobile's 
to be found . . . 

Hummer’s | continued from page 1 

Rocket V-8 | continued from page 5 

A re there still more un-restored 
Oldsmobile's to be found in an old 
barn, garage or just sitting in a 

field?  The answer is quite simple.  Yes, and 
there will be for many years to come.  

I recently took a trip to Tennessee and low 
and behold I stepped into a pole barn (or 
at least that's what I believe it was) that had 
not one but three Oldsmobile Cutlass's.  
Here in the midst of the trees and a lot of 
other "stuff" packed around the cars you 
could see a 1970 Rallye 350 in need of a 
restoration.  The original engine and trans-
mission (4 speed) matched the VIN and 
although it looked rough, it was a fairly 
complete car.  Too bad it wasn't a post 
coupe as it would have prompted me to 
work harder to pull it back to Michigan for 
restoration.  Sitting along side of the Rallye 
was a complete 1971 Cutlass "S".  This too 

was in need of a restoration.  I'm not fin-
ished yet. 

There was also a 1973 442 Cutlass coupe 
with the front clip off of the car however, 
complete.  Being the nosey person that I 
am, I looked in the garage that was 
crammed full of Oldsmobile parts.  There 
were engines, transmissions, suspension 
parts, seats, fenders, quarter panels, two 
rolling frames and many other parts for 
Oldsmobile Cutlass's.  I had to keep wiping 
the drool from my lower lip as I walked 
around the property. It didn't take too long 
for my heart to return to normal for when 
I asked if the cars or parts were for sale, a 
resounding "NO" answer was given.  The 
owner said he was going to restore them 
some day as time permitted.  I believe it 
would be safe to say that if I went back to 
see them in five or six years from now, 

they would still be in the same place as 
they are now.  At least they are being kept 
dry and will remain in a restorable condi-
tion. 

I wish I could tell you where they are lo-
cated however; I was sworn to secrecy on 
their location.  As I was leaving, the owner 
called to me and said he might consider 
selling the Rallye 350 for $5,500.00.  So 
who knows, maybe it will be gone the next 
time I'm in the Memphis area or perhaps I 
may see this restored Rallye 350 at an 
Oldsmobile show in the future.  

Ed Shand 

Olds Powered Studebaker! 



Rocket Review 

January - February 2006 
Page 5 

that would be a candidate for customizing; 
a vehicle in such a condition that a stock 
restoration would not be reasonable as I 
had no desire to modify a prime original. 
These vehicles, although not rare, with 
over 59,000 coupes and hardtops pro-
duced in 1953, are never the less desirable 
collector cars.  A couple of years later I 
found such a car in the Lansing, Michigan, 

area. If the car had not been the desirable 
Bourke/Loewy coupe, it would have been 
crushed years ago. 

This was one of those vehicles that the 
deeper you got into it, the worse it was. 
There was probably 100 pounds of dirt, 
rags, tools, and miscellaneous debris in the 
trunk and on the floors. Actually there 
was very little floor left as the underbody 
consisted of more rust than sheet metal.  
It’s easier to list what was left of the origi-
nal body than what was replaced, but I’ll 
note what was replaced anyway. The front 
fenders and hood were replaced with 
used parts from Texas, the floor pans, 
inner and outer rockers and trunk floor 
were replaced. Sections of the tail panel, 
tail light areas, inner quarter panels and 
fuel filler reinforcements were hand fabri-
cated and replaced. The roof had been 
caved in. This may give you an idea of the 
extremely poor condition of the body. 

I find several parallels between Studebaker 
and Oldsmobile. Both were founded by 
hard working entrepreneurs before the 
turn of the twentieth century. Both 
started their auto production in Detroit 
before returning to their home town 
roots with their headquarters located out 
of the Motor City corridor, perhaps help-
ing to shape their independent thinking. 
Both were “family” companies with loyal 
employees, with children following parents 
into factory employment. Both were early 
manufacturers of modern, high compres-
sion V8's. Both went out of business from 

circumstances out of their control: Stude-
baker because they could not afford to 
compete with the “Big 3”, and Oldsmobile 
because of miss-management on the part 
of parent General Motors. Finally, both 
have their own museums, with Studebaker 
dedicating a new facility in October of 
2005. 

Now for the Oldsmobile connection.  I 
have always been im-
pressed with the per-
formance and reliability 
of the Rocket V8, so 
my engine choice was a 
“no brainer.” I would 
combine the award 
winning styling of the 
‘53 Studebaker coupe 
with the unmatched 
Rocket V8. Again I got 
lucky and found the 
ideal parts donor car, a 
1973 Oldsmobi le  

Omega sedan. This was one of the ugliest 
Oldsmobiles ever produced (Author’s 
opinion, no hate mail 
please! The two-door 
versions are a much 
more pleasing design.), 
especially this particu-
lar vehicle, a four door 
sedan in an awful green 
color with a green 
interior. No exterior 
panel was free from 
either rust or dents or 
both. The interior 
looked like the abode 
of a homeless person. 
Believe it or not, this 
was the commuter car of a medical doc-
tor! Now the good part: The car had only 
50,000 miles on the 350, four barrel 
Rocket engine and HMT and I was able to 
drive it home, although a saner person 
would have had it towed. 

For those not familiar with the first series 
of Oldsmobiles named Omega, this was 
part of the badge engineered NOVA fam-
ily of compact cars including the Chevy 
Nova, the Omega, the Pontiac Ventura, 
and the Buick Apollo. This series was a 
conventional front engine, rear drive setup 
as opposed to the later Omega that was 
one of GM’s first mass produced front 
wheel drive compact cars (first year of 
production 1980). The original Omega had 
the Olds 350 as an option to the base 
Chevrolet 6 cylinder engine. The basic 
architecture consisted of a unit body with 

a bolted-on front subframe carrying the 
engine, front suspension, steering and 
transmission. The bolted-on subframe 
makes this series of vehicle a favorite of 
hot rodders and customizers wanting to 
add a more modern front suspension and 
drivetrain to a vintage vehicle. This is what 
I did; welding the Omega subframe to the 
cut-off Studebaker frame at the firewall 
area. This setup provides the Omega fac-
tory setup of an Olds engine and easily 
supplies power steering and power brakes 
on a ‘53 vehicle. 

In addition to utilizing the subframe com-
ponents and engine, other Omega parts 
salvaged included the entire wiring harness 
(which was used with only minor modifi-
cations), brake pedal and power booster 
unit, rear axle assembly and all brakes. 

In addition to the Omega parts, many 
General Motors parts were utilized: Olds 
tilt steering column and wheel; Olds Cut-
lass outside mirrors; 15" steel wheels; 
stereo radio and Pontiac Grand Prix seats. 

The GM theme carried into the paint, with 
two Chevy pickup blues utilized. 

The Rocket engine is stock internally with 
a polished Olds big port aluminum intake, 
GM HEI distributor, Offenhauser cast 
aluminum valve covers and Hooker ex-
haust headers. The exhaust is a full dual 
setup with Thrush mufflers and equalizer 
pipe. The air cleaner is a modified dual 
snorkel Toronado unit.  

Other details include a custom solid oak 
dash with full Stewart-Warner gages and a 
Hurst ratchet shifter controlling the THM 
modified with a ‘RV’ level shift kit. 

The car is a blast to drive and has been 
almost trouble free in the five years it’s 
been on the road (after five years of con-
struction). The 2.73 ratio rear axle pro-

Studebaker | continued from page 1 

Before 

After 

Continued page 4 | see Rocket V-8 
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N ovember 5, 2005, 52  R. E. 
Olds Chapter members and 
guests met at Guerrazi's in 
north Lansing for the annual 

banquet and election of officers. The ban-
quet facility had set up 3-8 foot tables for 
displaying our model cars. As more people 
arrived, another table had to be set up for 
display. We had a great turn out of mem-
bers and a surprising number of model 
cars displayed.  

The buffet dinner was both plentiful and 
delicious. Everyone enjoyed the meal. 
Marsha Nicholas provided her famous 
Texas sheet cake, which was delicious as 
usual.  

Following the meal, Ken Nicholas, Chap-
ter President presided over a brief busi-
ness "meeting". He informed those pre-
sent of the recent Chapter happenings and 
plans for the future. Judy Badgley was 
introduced to handle elections of officers. 
A ballot was given to members for voting. 
The winning slate of officers is as follows: 
President, Ken Nicholas; Vice Presi-
dent, Harry Emmons; Secretary, Ed 
Shand; Treasurer, Dave Violetta; 
OCA Representative, Chuck 
Mitchell. The Board will appoint the 
remaining officer positions of  Member-
ship Coordinator and Editor at a later 
date. Following the elections, Steve Zaban 
"swore in" the new officers in a special 
Olds "cleansing" ceremony.  

With the business out of the way, it was 
time for the games to begin. Eva Cooper, 
Marsha Nicholas and Judy Badgley donned 
black judges' robes to determine who 
would win in several categories of the 
model car show. During the judging proc-
ess, Ken Nicholas announced the winner 
of the Annual "Distinguished Service 
Award".  Explaining the many valuable 
services that this member provides to the 
Chapter, Wayne Mason was introduced. 

Wayne will receive a special plaque and a 
gift certificate for dinner.  

While judges continued their deliberation 
on model car winners, the membership 
enjoyed playing two different 
“Oldsmobile” games. The first was, "How 
many words can you make from the word 
O L D S M O B I L E.” Rebecca Pinkney 
was the winner of this game with 26 
words in a 5 minute time period. A sec-
ond game was played by matching an 
Oldsmobile slogan to the model year in 
which it was used. Max Hineman was the 
winner with 11 correct answers of a pos-
sible 22. Both Rebecca and Max received 

an Oldsmobile license plate for 
their efforts. (For those of you 
unable to attend, watch the 
newsletter for these games so 
you can see how well you can 
do.)  

The car show judges finally fin-
ished their difficult task and the 
winners were announced as fol-
lows:  

• Best Paint - Barb Pohl, 
painting of a 1966 Toronado 

• Best Detail - 
Max Hineman, 
1952 88 friction 
car 

• Best Engine - Ed Shand, 
1955 88 cream/salmon 

• Smallest - Tom Hum-
mer, car hauler loaded 
with Hurst/Olds 
(Matchbook size) 

• Largest - Catherine & 
Erv Johnson, large lay-
out 

• Best Display - Andy Gilbert, gas sta-
tion display 

• Best Store Bought - Dave Violetta, 
car hauler loaded with 1955 Oldsmo-
biles 

• Best Hand-made - Jim Brehm, Chevy 
II race car (sponsored by Cooper 
Chevy/Olds dealer) 

These winners received a marble paper-
weight with the Olds emblem mounted on 
top.   

• Honorable Mention -Steve Zaban, 
1969 H/O radio controlled 

• Dave Sanders,  1969 H/O 

• Ron Reichle, 1964 Cutlass converti-
ble 

• Chris Heminger, Pepsi truck w 1969 
H/O 

These  winners received a ribbon and gift 
certificate.  

• Special mention: Tom Herrmann 
1965 Olds promo radio - Tom re-
ceived a membership to R.E.Olds 
Museum.  

• People's Choice - Jim Harsant, 1911 
Gold Limited decanter (30 years 
service, retirement gift) - Jim re-
ceived an Oldsmobile flag.  

Marsha Nicholas made 2 sheet cakes for 
prizes. One went to Willis Dennis for 
wearing the most Olds items, and the 
second went to the newest members in 
attendance, Wayne and Vicki May.  

With the games and business completed, 
it was time say our good-byes. It was great 
to see some of the new faces attend and 
always nice to have the old ones, too. The 
model car show seemed to be a big hit, so 
keep that in mind this winter as you can't 
get out to enjoy your big Olds, maybe you 
can build a little Olds for next years show. 

Annual Banquet and “Indoor Car Show” a Hit! 

By Judy Badgley 

Board Members (L to R) Harry Emmons, VP, Ed Shand, 
Secretary, Ken Nicholas, President and Dave Violetta, 
Treasurer are sworn into office by Steve Zaban. 

Members deliberate on their favorite 
model. 
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T h e  2 0 0 5 
Homecoming 
show had a 

large increase in the 
number of cars and 
vendors. Why did we 
get a "jump" in atten-
dance? How much 
bigger can the show get? These are 
some of the questions the committee 
is pondering.  

Last year we reached 500+ cars in-
cluding the cars for sale. We tried to 
figure out where these additional cars 
came from. Well, not so much as 
where “physically”; that can be deter-
mined from their registration. The 
question is "why" did they decide to 
come to Homecoming.  

• The OCA Nationals were held in 
the state of Washington last year. 
Many people that would normally 
have attended that show chose 
not to go that far and instead see 
what Homecoming was all about.  

• We advertised in the National 
Antique Olds Club publication for 
the first time. We had more cars 
in the first 3 classes than ever 
before. We even had to park a 
couple in the aisle as we ran out 
of pre-determined spaces.  

• We advertised in several different 
regional publications. This venue 
reaches area Oldsmobiles not 
part of any club. We had many 
non-club people attend.  

• Our website is VERY accessible 
on the internet and we are now 
linked to many Oldsmobile sites. 
The photos of previous shows 
and the registration form on the 
site attract more people.  

• The R.E. Olds Museum has 
started having an event the day 
before our show, giving partici-
pants that come a distance more 

than just a one day show to at-
tend. 

Hmmm, lots of new ideas bring lots of 
new people. Well, we know this is 
where some of the attendees came 
from and we know the word is getting 
around about what an outstanding 
show we have. Now to the question 
of how much bigger can we get?  

Our next committee meeting is going 
to be dedicated to the site layout and 
where we can put everybody. Of 
course the BIG deal is REGISTER 
EARLY, don't wait to register on 
show day. Planning the site is a lot 
easier if we know how many are com-
ing. Now if we can get everybody to 
do that, it will make the planning com-
mittee’s job much easier.  

These are the considerations we have 
for this year as to how many might be 
coming.  

• Our feature "car" for 2006 is not 
a single car. We were contacted 
a year ago about the Rallye 350 
owners wanting to hold a 
"homecoming" at our Homecom-
ing. We have a separate voting 
class for them and all of those 
who pre-register will be parked 
up front in the "feature" area. We 
are told to expect about 20. (We 
have had 2-3 in the past; this is a 
possible increase of 17 cars.)  

• The Toronado Owners Group is 
planning a 40th anniversary cele-
bration in Lansing. Although they 
are planning to celebrate with 

cake etc., at the Mu-
seum on Friday, they 
will also attend Home-
coming. They are hop-
ing to have 40 Torona-
dos. (We usually have 
less than 10; this is a 
possible increase of 30 
cars.)  

• The National Antique Olds Club 
is having their national meet in 
the state of Washington this year. 
We could get even more of these 
great old antiques.  

• The OCA is having their national 
meet in Texas. How many of 
their Eastern and Midwest mem-
bers will think that is too far to 
go?  

• How many of the previous par-
ticipants had such a great time 
that they will tell their Olds 
friends and convince them to 
come?  

Do you see our dilemma? No matter 
how you look at it, our Chapter 
members host the GREATEST 
OLDSMOBILE SHOW ON EARTH!!! 
Please save the date, June 17th, 2006, 
because we will need all the help we 
can get in hosting this year’s show. 

COMMITTEE 

Doug & Judy Badgley  517-337-0444 
Don & Eva Cooper 517-627-6697 
Harry and Lori Emmons  517-485-5998 
Alan Goshka 517-622-2070 
Ashley Jones  517-645-7366 
Cathy Keesaer 517-655-3158 
Wayne Mason 517-669-8051 
Chuck Mitchell  517-882-9757 
Ken & Marsha Nicholas  517-663-2397 
Terry Pinkney  517-676-4473 
Joe & Shirley Place 517-543-6445 
Scott Whittaker 517-622-3400 
Steve Zaban 517-655-2421  

14th  ANNUAL  OLDSMOBILE  HOMECOMING JUNE 17, 2006  

2 0 0 5  H o m e c o m i n g  S h o w  F i e l d 

By Judy Badgley 
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W ell we finally got back on the road 
again.  It wasn't to New Castle, 

PA (where I told you we had to pick up a parts 
car for Willis), but this one was to Port Huron, MI 
with a few stops along the way.  It's strange how 
our trips come up, ‘cause this one wasn't on the 
radar.  So as "JOE FRIDAY" would say, here are 
the facts that got us there.  

It seems that Moms was telling her older sister 
(believe me that's old) that her desk in the bed-
room was too small.  This was when she was 
over here on a casino junket.  While a few 
weeks later she calls moms to tell her that she 
has a roll top desk that got unburied out in her 
garage and it was available if we wanted to 
come and get it (you know she lives in Port 
Huron don't you).  This was on a Wednesday 
and we needed a break from our project, so I 
hooked up the small trailer and headed over.  
While we were looking at the desk I noticed 
some neat storage units that my cousin was 
lined up along the wall of the garage.  He told 
me that the paint store he worked at had relo-
cated and they didn't want to take the units with 
them.  Since I still had room in the trailer for 
more stuff I asked him if there were any more.  A 
little later after lunch, moms and I headed back 
with the desk and seven of the storage units.  
These now set in the little garage awaiting the 
completion of our breezeway project.  Now, the 
next part of the story.  

Willis has been helping me on and off with my 
project.  He did this in between getting reac-
quainted with a lot of his stuff which he found as 
a result of our last article about putting your stuff 
in order.  I showed him the storage units and 
asked if he wanted some.  I also reminded him 
that there were a few places over that way that 
he and Dick had been planning on going to.  
After checking with Dick and finding he wasn't 
available to go, Willis remembered another place 
he had been wanting to go to for about four 
years.  After we found a day that we were both 
available, and got a road map, we now had the 
makings of a road trip and that's the next part of 
the story.  

We decided to go on a Wednesday (you might 
remember which Wednesday as the winds were 
in the mid 20's gusting to 50 in an Easterly direc-
tion) for a “one-dayer”.  We didn't get going at 
the time we planned on leaving ‘cause someone 

was late and we hit the road (brace yourself) 
without breakfast.  This lasted for about 45 min-
utes at which time my meds kicked in and we 
stopped at Micky "D"s in Durand to prevent a 
break in the levee.  We fed the gremlins and 
headed to our map location in the city of Colum-
bus.  It was on the back roads to Columbus that 
we ran across our first "very interesting" find. 
There at the end of a driveway sat this beaute-
ous 1975 Delta 88 4dr hardtop (see picture).    
We continued on to our map location and 
planned on stopping on the way back from there 
to look more closely at the car.  A few more 

miles down the road we pulled into the driveway 
and met Kelvin Tamblyn of Original Auto Interi-
ors (see picture below).  They specialize in 
original vinyl and cloth headliner material.  They 
also have various carpets, trunk mats, vinyl tops, 
convertible tops, windlace and beading. Their 
business card indicates 1950's - 1980's but as I 
looked around trying to keep my tongue in my 
mouth I saw some items going back to the late 
twenties and up.  In the pictures you don't see a 
40' x 150' other storage area.  If you have some 
need (even if it isn't for an Olds) give them a 
buzz at 586- 727- 2486 or e-m a i l 
OrigAuto@Tir.Com (While they specialize in 
Ford products their inventory covers almost all 
vehicles.) Willis found some foam back liner 
material for one of his '58 projects.  

After we picked up a couple of catalogs we 
headed back to look the car over that we had 
passed on the way to Kelvin's. The only thing we 
found wrong (beside the wheels) was that some-
one had "keyed" the driver door back through ½ 
of the rear quarter panel.  The asking price was 
$2450.  About this time I was re-
minded of various TV commercials 
with the Devil on one shoulder and an 
Angel on the other.  The Angel was 
losing.  Anyway my cousin was get-
ting out of work at noon so we left the 
car and continued on our way to Port 
Huron.  

We arrived at my aunt's place just 
about 10 minutes before my cousin 
got home.  From there we headed 
over to the store and loaded 13 more 
storage units (see picture, above 
right) into the trailer.  After all this 
hard work it was time for lunch so we 
headed over to Ted's Coney Island 
restaurant.  After lunch I took Willis 

and showed him some of 
Port Huron.  This in-
cluded the Blue water 
bridges, the Black River 
where the sailboats begin 
the Port Huron to Macki-
nac races, the casino in 
Canada and where I 
used to live before com-
ing to Lansing in 1952.  It 
was getting late so we 
headed back home and 
made one more stop 
along the way.  

This stop is one of those 
“got to do” things.  For a 
number of years as I 
went back and forth to 
Port Huron, I always 
passed this salvage yard 
call Sholtz's that's located past  the Capac exit 
(from Lansing) on I69.  Since it was Willis and 
me, I got off at the exit and looked for a street to 
take me back to the east where it was located.  
Like some yards we go to, they don't spend a lot 
on directions.  I did find the right road and we 
found the yard.  They didn't have any old iron, 
but we looked at what Oldsmobiles they had.  
Nothing got our wallets jumping so we headed 
out and continued on home.  The next day I 
unloaded nine units in the big garage and took 
four units over to Willis.  I'll probably find some 
room for more next spring and I'm looking for a 
home for the rest.  The units have an adjustable 
base and matching top, the shelves are 11 3/8" 
wide x 13" high X 26 13/16" deep.  They stand 
62 1/8" high with base and top and 57 ½" with-
out base.  Willis is using his for magazine stor-
age, moms plans on using some for shoe stor-
age (cut the wire racks to half their height) and 
I'll use them for magazines and small part stor-
age.  Anyway if you could use some let me 
know.  Pricing to be based on you picking up or 
delivery, if you take complete unit and if you 
want wire inserts.  Well that's its for now.  

Till Later, Happy Oldsing 

Olds Parting  
with Willis and Troy 

Willis Dennis and owner Kelvin Tamblyn  
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events the results will be displayed and we will see who 
has won the most points and has bragging right for the 
next 12 months. 
 
Brought to you by Dick Miller Racing Inc.  
35 years experience in building Oldsmobile engines from 
complete restoration to all out race. The worlds leader in 
500- 800 HP pump gas Oldsmobile Engines 
For more info visit our web site @ dickmillerracing.com or 
call 662.233.2301. 

 

Ken brought forth a recommendation to 
recognize Helen Early as a member of the 
“Hall of Fame”.  The committee has not 
met and no decisions were made on what 
to do at this time.  The membership is to 
contact Ken with recommendations. 

 

Judy Badgley, is researching shirts with the 
club logo.  A golf shirt is available for 
$17.00 plus $2.00 additional for larger 
sizes.  Hats were also an option around 
$3.00.  There is not enough room for the 
entire logo on the hats.  Joe suggested 
that Judy develop an article for the 
newsletter.  Joe will take the position to 
handle the orders and distribution.  The 
cost to members would be $1.00 higher 
than the cost to cover handling costs. 

Banquet Report:  54 people signed up.  
Bring model cars for a model car show.  

New Business:  A potential joint venture 
to the Studebaker museum with the 
Motor City Rockets was discussed.  It may 
require an overnight event since it is in 
South Bend Indiana.  It’s being planned for 
April or May 2006.  Ken suggested 
blocking some rooms without the 
Chapter being held responsible.  Wayne 
will work with the Museum for 
suggestions on making arrangements. 

Ken would like to schedule additional 
events like an ice cream social and car 
show, pot lucks or events similar to the 
Traverse City event with the Motor City 
Rockets. 

The 2006 host club for the Nationals in 
Texas requested an add for our Home 
Coming for their newsletter.  Joe Pohl 

2006 Oldsmobile Powered Show and Race Nationals 

Secretary’s 
Report 

Eddyv i l l e  Raceway  Park  Oska l oosa ,  IA  June  9 - 11 ,2006  
Norwa lk  Raceway  Park  Norwa lk ,  OH Ju l y  21-23 ,200 6 

All Eddyville Show car winners will receive a trophy 
and a free car entry into the Norwalk event. 

The car show will be judged and organized by the 
Oldsmobile Club of Iowa. 

 
EAST VS WEST (RACE CARS) WHO'S THE BEST  
The dividing line will be the Mississippi River. All race 
cars wishing to participate in the contest MUST have 
an "E" or "W" immediately after their car number and 
it MUST be included on the tech card. Ten points per 
round won. No "E" or no "W" = no points. After both 

R.E. Olds Chapter 
General 
Session Meeting 
November 1, 2005 
 Total Attendance:  14 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 
PM by President, Ken Nicholas. 

The Presidents report: No report 

Vice President Report:  No report 

Treasurers Report:  No report 

Secretary Report:  The minutes from 
the October 4th meeting were published in 
the newsletter.  The main topic of the 
minutes of that meeting was the revisions 
to the bylaws which were voted upon and 
approved by the membership. Therefore, 
the minutes from that meeting were not 
read.  The membership was asked if there 
were any revisions to the published 
minutes.   

A letter was developed to McKeel 
Hagerty and Representative Michael C. 
Murphy regarding the proposed legislation 
for collector vehicles. 

The minutes were motioned to be 
accepted by Wayne Mason and Troy 

Collins seconded it.  The motion to 
accept the Secretary’s report was 
accepted by the membership. 

News letter report:  Wayne wrote an 
article for JWO on the 2005 
Homecoming.  It will be published in 
January or February 2006.  A new design 
was provided for the newsletter and the 
membership was asked for comments. 
The new format was accepted. 

No changes were made to the website 
with exception of the dates and activities.  
The 2006 Homecoming information will 
be added to the website soon. 

OCA Representative Report: Two 
new members were added last month. 

 Home Coming report:  The 
committee selected the registration gift 
for the 2006 Homecoming.  It’s a white 
chamois.  The proof of insurance has been 
requested. The flyers are in draft form at 
the printers and are scheduled to be 
finished around the first of the year. 

 Old Business: Ken encouraged the 
membership to get behind House bill 4362 
by contacting their legislative 
representatives. 

The Homecoming Budget was distributed.  
The total projected budget is $12,080.00 
and a projected income is $14,680.00.  
Some additional tuning of the individual 
items is expected. (Golf carts, shirts)  
Troy recommended a “cashbox” line item 
be included with the budget.  Joe Pohl 
made a motion for the Board to accept 
the budget as amended.  Ed Shand 
seconded the motion.  The membership 
then approved the motion.  The four 
present Board members approving the 
budget were Joe Pohl, Ed Shand, Wayne 
Mason and Ken Nicholas. Continued page 10 | see Minutes 
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made a motion for a half page add in black 
and white for $100.  Judy Badgley 
seconded the motion.  The membership 
approved the motion. 

 

Joe Pohl made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting.  Willis Dennis seconded the 
motion.  The motion was carried. 

Respectfully submitted:  
Ed Shand, Secretary 

***** 

R.E. Olds Chapter 
General Session 
Meeting 
December 6, 2005 
7:00 PM 
 
 Ken Nicholas brought the meeting to 
order at 7:05 PM. 

 
 There were 16 members present at the 
meeting 

Vice Presidents Report:  Harry 
Emmons provided a Lansing GM plant 
update:  Friday GM turned the keys over 
to the demolition team for demolition of 
the [old Fisher Body] buildings.  The 
demolition will start in January. 

 
Secretaries Report: Reviewed the 
minutes from the November General 
Session meeting and the annual meeting.  
Jim Harsant motioned to accept the 
minutes as read.  Joe Pohl seconded it.  
Harry Emmons questioned what was the 
action for the “Hall of Fame” for Helen 

Early.  The minutes were 
corrected to read “Walk 

of Fame”. The motion was accepted by 
the membership. 

 
Treasurers Report :  No Report was 
provided 

 
OCA Representative Report:  No 
additional information was available to 
report. 

 
Homecoming Report:  Dave Violetta 
Provided Homecoming information for 
Judy Badgley. 

 1. Dave presented the sample shirt for 
the 2006 Homecoming.  The cost for the 
Maroon 18.50 and the white is 17.00.  A 
visor cost. 2.50 However, there is not 
enough room for the logo.  Harry 
Emmons motioned that we do not have a 
visor and replace it with a hat.  Terry 
seconded the motion.  The Herrington 
discussed hat is 2.70.  There was a 
discussion that the price did not seem 
consistent with normal pricing.  Additional 
information would be gathered for the 
next meeting. 

2. Calendars were presented to the 
membership to see if there was an 
interest for 2007.  The Membership did 
not have an interest to pursue the 
calendar initiative.  Dick Harrington 
motioned and Joe Pohl seconded the 
motion not to consider calendars.  The 
membership supported the motion. 

 
Registration report:  Joe Pohl reported 
there was no update at this time. 

 
Old Business:  Wayne Mason provided 
the membership with an update on the 

Studebaker event. The dates selected for 
the Studebaker tour are either April 7, 8, 
9 or 28, 29, 30.  Wayne has been in 
contact with the chamber of commerce 
and restaurant in the area and is planning 
the event for 50 to 75 people to attend.  
The group would arrive Friday, around 
noon for a tour of the Notre Dame 
campus.  Saturday, tour the Studebaker 
museum and Oliver Mansion, The cost at 
a group rate for the museum is $6.50 and 
10.50 for both the museum and mansion.  
Dinner is under investigation.  Sunday 
morning, Tippecanoe Place Restaurant, 
has a brunch. Cost $24.00 person.  
Rooms are available and prices will be 
available for the January meeting.  No firm 
decisions were made at this meeting.  It 
was information only at this time. 

 
There was no additional information for 
the Traverse City joint event at this time. 

 
 New Business:  Dave Violetta 
requested that the officers be bonded 
because of their responsibility with 
chapter funds.  The cost is around 
$170.00.  The other option would be to 
require two signatures on all checks. Any 
other board member would have the 
authority to sign a check as long as two 
board members signed the it.  The 
membership provided a straw vote for 
bonding.  There was no support for 
bonding.  The membership provided a 
unanimous support for two signatures on 
the checks.  The board has the 
responsibility to make the decision 
regarding this matter. 

Ken wants to get back into the car shows 
or “fun things” Drag strip, Rosie’s, Poker 
Run. 

 Respectfully submitted:  Ed Shand 
Secretary 

Minutes | continued from page 9 

R.E. Olds Chapter Polo Shirt Order Form I will pick up from 
Judy. 

Or  
Please mail shirt 
to me. 

Quality Polo shirt (white or maroon) with 
Chapter logo, approx. 3” high, embroidered 

on top left chest.  

Jerzees brand, 2-button, 50/50 poly cotton with stain 
resistant finish offered at Chapter cost in men’s sizes 
below. 

New!  

Name:____________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________ 

City: ____________________ State: _______ Zip_________ 
Circle size(s):  S    M    L    XL    2X    3X  

White shirt ($18)  _________ 

Maroon shirt ($20)  _________ 

Add $2 for 2X_________ 

Add $3 for 3X_________ 

  Add shipping     _________ 
($5 per order) 

Total                 _________ 

Please send order form along 
with check or money order to: 

R.E. Olds Chapter 
Attn: Judy Badgley  
304 S. Clippert St. 
Lansing, MI 48912-4606 
Please make checks payable 
to: R.E. Olds Chapter 

Get Ready Now for Summer Car Shows! 
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1969 Oldsmobile 442 convertible  

Rust Free California Car 

Michigan raffle permit number R84428 
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To be raffled, drawing 8-12-06 at Car Capital, tickets $50.00 each 
Glade green metallic w/gold stripes, gold top and interior 

Numbers matching 400 cid engine and 400 automatic transmission 

This California car runs and drives 
great. It has been stored inside for 
many years. There is no rust or rot. 
The interior and top are original with 
only minor wear (no big rips or 
tears.) The body has been 
repainted at some point and the 
paint has “crackled”. This car is a 
great “20 Footer” and a perfect 
cruiser.  

• Maximum of 1,000 tickets to be sold, you do not 
have to be present to win 

• Delivery, Taxes and Insurance are responsibility of 
the winner 

• Tickets can be purchased at the Museum or by mail-
see order form below 

• All proceeds go to the R.E. Olds Transportation 
Museum Building Fund 

• For additional photos, go to www.reoldsmuseum.org 
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Name ____________________________________ 

Address __________________________________ 

City _______________ State _____ Zip _________ 

Phone ( ____) _________________ 

Credit Card # _____________________ Expires _______ 
 (please circle) Visa            MasterCard 

Credit Card Signature ___________________________ 
Amount Enclosed ___________________ Mail to: 

R.E. Olds Transportation Museum 
240 Museum Drive 
Lansing, MI, 48933 

‘69 
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Thank Our Sponsors - Support them with your support! January - February 2006 Rocket Review 

http://www.reolds.org 

R.E. OLDS CHAPTER  
OLDSMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA 
P.O. BOX 80101 
LANSING, MI 48908-0101  


