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Serving Mid-Michigan 

P u b l i s h e d  b y               C h a p t e r  -   O l d s m o b i l e  C l u b  o f  A m e r i c a 

It  was in 1970 
that I found 
a  1 9 2 9 

Oldsmobile two door se-
dan at a dealership in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan.  
The car was at the local 
dealership in the basement 
covered with all sorts of 
boxes, tarps and other 
things that you normally 
find in an old basement.  I 
asked the dealer if the car 
was for sale of which his 

reply was "yes, and I was 
writing it down in my used 
car inventory".  He couldn't 
give me a price right away 
as he needed to see where 
the price currently was.  
The price was reasonable 
and I bought it on the spot.  
Over the course of the 
next week, all of the things 
(junk) on top of the car 
were removed and I pro-
ceeded to pull it from the 
dealership's basement and 
towed the car to my home 
in Grand Rapids.  Under 
the years of dirt was a nice 
original condition car with 
only a few things missing.  
This was truly a diamond in 
the rough.  I purchased a 
battery, changed the engine 
oil, checked all the fluids 
and connected a fuel line to 
a bottle of clean gasoline.  
After priming the engine, 
the engine started almost 
immediately.  Now under-
stand, the car had not been 
run for over 20 years.  
When the engine started 
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Saying Good-by to an Old Friend 
By Ed Shand 

Continued page 4 | see Good-by Ed says good-by to his 1929 Oldsmobile. 

you could barely see behind 
you from all the smoke 
coming out of the exhaust.  
However, what would you 
expect with a car that old 
and not being run for such 
a long period of time.  

Winter was approach-
ing which created another 
dilemma.  The 1929 
Oldsmobile was now the 
second old car in our ga-
rage.  I also had a 1940 
Chevrolet four door that I 
brought out from New 
Jersey.  This will be our 
second winter in Grand 
Rapids Michigan and my 
wife well knew about all the 
snow and ice that we 
would be having.  There 
was no way that her car 
was going to be left outside 
and these two old cars in-
side the warm garage.  So I 
needed to get rid of one of 
the old cars.  Naturally it 
was going to be the 1940 
Chevrolet and it was not 
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A fter each 
issue of 

the Rocket Review has been pub-
lished and mailed out, there are usu-
ally extra copies left over. Two cop-
ies are retained in the Chapter his-
torical archive, and the remaining is-
sues reside in my file cabinet.  I’d be 
happy to get rid of a few of them. 

These extra copies are available 
for purchase for $3.00 each, which 
includes the cost of mailing it to you, 
enclosed in an envelope.  

Send your request, including 
what issue you want and how many 
copies, along with a check made out 
to the “R.E. Olds Chapter” to me at 
my address listed on page 3 of this 
issue.   Wayne 

Notes from the Editor 

2007 R.E.  Olds Chapter 

Board of  Directors 

President 
Vicki May 
(616) 891-8713 
vickim@titlerite.com 
 
Vice-President  
Harry Emmons 
517-485-5998 
no e-mail 
 
Secretary 
Ed Shand 
517-655-4739 
jes@handofshand.com 
 
Treasurer 
Dave Violetta 
517- 669-9246 
dvioletta@juno.com 
 
Membership Coordinator 
Joe Pohl 
517-323-2342 
lhopj@juno.com 
 
OCA Representative 
Chuck Mitchell 
(517) 882-9757 
info@reolds.org 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Webmaster 
Wayne Mason 
(517) 669-8051 
webmaster@reolds.org 
 
Past President 
Ken Nicholas 
(517) 663-2397 
mroldskcn@sbcglobal.net 
 
Board members are elected for a 
one year period of time at the 
Annual Banquet Meeting. Officers 
assume their office beginning Feb-
ruary 1st of the subsequent year 
in which they are elected. 
 
General Club meetings are held 
on the 1st Tuesday of the month 
at various locations, but usually at 
the R.E. Olds Museum in Lansing. 
Contact Ken Nicholas at the num-
ber shown above for more infor-
mation. 
 
Oldsmobile Homecoming Car 
Show committee meetings are 
held periodically through out the 
year. Contact Don Cooper at: 
HOMECOMING14YRS@aol.com for 
more information. 

It's that time of year again….we're already planning for 2008. 
We will have our annual meeting and banquet November 
10th. The Board is preparing the "state of the union" 
address to be presented at the annual meeting as this article 
is being written (right guys??). Besides all of the fun we have 
at the banquet, we will conduct an election of officers to 
serve the Chapter in 2008.  Nominations for Chapter 
Officers and the OCA Chapter Representative may be by 
written nomination* signed by both the nominator and the 
nominee, by written volunteer nomination* by the 
candidate, or oral statement at the annual meeting.  Only an 
active or associate member shall hold a Board position. The 
Chapter officers and the OCA Chapter Representative are 
elected by a simple majority vote of the general membership 

present at the annual meeting.  Only active and associate members have the right to vote 
in the affairs of the Chapter.  

The Chapter officers consist of the President, Vice-President, Secretary and 
Treasurer.  Then, the Newsletter Editor, Membership Coordinator, and the Bylaws 
Coordinator are elected by a simple majority vote of the newly elected Chapter Officers 
and OCA Chapter Representative at the first regularly scheduled Board meeting.  The 
Chapter's Board is made up of all of these folks with the immediate Past President being 
an ex-officio member. The Chapter is managed by the Board; the Board has the authority 
to act in all matters concerning the Chapter, subject to OCA Bylaws and to the Chapter 
Bylaws.  *Please have all written nominations to Troy Collins by November 2nd 
so a ballot can be prepared.  His address is 6596 E. Galway Circle, Diamondale, MI 
48821.  

The Board has clarified and produced a written policy identifying the requirements for 
associate membership status in the Chapter.  Briefly, it is as follows:  A person living in the 
same household as a Chapter member in good standing, and who is an OCA associate 
member, is considered an associate member of the Chapter.  An associate member has all 
of the privileges of membership, except an associate member will not receive a separate 
copy of the Chapter newsletter. Associate membership in OCA and the Chapter helps 
makes us a stronger more cohesive organization.  So, please join in!  

I look forward to seeing you at the annual meeting and banquet (I can taste Marsha's 
chocolate cake now). Remember, the November 10th annual meeting is in place of the 
November 6th Board and General meetings.  

Enjoy the journey………….. Vicki 

Greetings from Your President 
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November Birthdays - Leonard 
Lueder 4th, Martha Pregler 7th, 
Douglas Johnston 11th, Carol 
Mitchell 19th, Michelle Brochu 21st, 
Robert Shorman 23rd, Barb Pohl 
25th. 

December Birthdays - Dixie 
Sanders 7th, Rickie Rethamel 8th, 

RE Olds Chapter Dues 

Dues are $10 for 1 year or $25 for three years, renewable each June for all 
members and payable to R.E. Olds Chapter. Mail to: RE Olds Chapter 
OCA, %Joe Pohl, P.O. Box 80101, Lansing, MI 48908-0101.  A renewal 
form is not necessary. Your address label contains the year in which you 
need to renew your membership. For example, if the “RN” code after 
your name is “RN07”, then your dues are renewable and due in June 2007. 
No additional renewal reminder will be sent to you. 

How to Join the Oldsmobile Club of America 

Visit the Oldsmobile Club of America’s web site: www.oldsclub.org  for an 
application form, dues schedule and other club information and benefits. 

Upcoming Chapter Meetings 

Annette Morse 14th ,  Bruce 
Powelson 17th, Jim Harsant 20th, Joe 
Place 21st, Dave Violetta 28th, 
Marianne Harrington & Tamara 
Wenzel  30th, Cindy Thayer and 
Karen Wilcox 31st. 

If we don’t list your birthday, send 
yours/spouses birthday information 
(month and day  on ly )  to 
wemas@comcast.net . In the 
subject line put R.E. OLDS.  Or snail 
mail  to:  

 Wayne Mason 
 2713 W. Clark Rd. 
 Lansing, MI 48906 

Happy Birthday 

You must be a member of the Oldsmobile Club of America to join this Chapter. 
Chapter dues are $10.00 a year or 3 years for $25.00.  

Send application and make check payable to:  

R.E. OLDS CHAPTER 
OLDSMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA 

P.O. BOX  80101 
LANSING, MICHIGAN 48908-0101 

R.E. Olds Chapter is a regional chapter of the Oldsmobile Club of America, based in the Mid-Michigan 
area. The Chapter received its charter in 1984, and has served Olds enthusiasts in the area since then. 
A bi-monthly publication, ROCKET REVIEW is sent to members and offers a variety of member stories, 
technical information and a classified ad section. As a member of the chapter you are invited to join the 
group at various car show around the state and enjoy family oriented car club activities. 

R.E. Olds Chapter Membership Application 
New  __________     Renewal ___________      Application Date  ____/_____/_____ 

OCA Number _________ Birthday - Month ____________ Day ____________ 

Name ___________________________________________ 

Street ___________________________________________ 

City _____________________________  State _______  Zip Code ________- ______ 

Home Phone (_____) _____ - __________Work Phone (______) _____ - __________  

E-Mail address ____________________________________ 

Spouse Name ____________________  Birthday - Month ___________Day _________ 

List of all Oldsmobiles owned: 
____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Club Meetings for 2007 are 
usually scheduled for the first 
Tuesday of the month at the R.E. 
Olds Transportation Museum at 7 
PM . Scheduled meeting dates for 
this year are:  December 4th. 

Welcome New Members 
We welcome the following 

new members who joined our 
Chapter in 2007: Roger & Mary 
Andrzejewski - Ada, MI, Bruce 
& Veronica Bridson - St. Helen, 
MI, Galas & Ruth Ann 
Constantine - Brighton, MI,  Tom 
& Karen Cullimore - Williamston, 
MI,  James & Kim Decatur - 
Lansing, MI, Brian & Joyce Ford 
- Marengo, IL, Peter & Icaria 
Ford - Royal Oak, MI, Louvaine 
Johnson - Lansing, MI, Buck 
Jones - Rockford, MI, Sheridan 
& Annette Morse - Goodrich, MI, 
Bruce Powelson - Howell, MI, 
Jeffrey & Martha Pregler - Troy, 
MI, Glenn & Marilyn Riess - 
Howell, MI, Dennis & Jeanette 
Smith - Perrinton, MI, James & 
Cheryl Spalding - Dimondale, 
MI, Ken & Pennie Vance - 
Britton, MI, and Norman & Joyce 
Witte - Lansing, MI. 

We look forward to seeing 
each of you at one of our 
upcoming Chapter events or 
monthly meetings. 
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Good-by |Cont. from page 1  

H ave you always wanted 
to become more active 

in our Chapter but didn’t know what to do or where 
to start?  Boy, do we have opportunities for you! If 
you think of our Chapter members as being part of a 
team, then think about this- Teams 
share the burden and divide the grief. 
Teamwork divides the task and 
doubles the success. With those 
thoughts in mind, we are trying to lighten 
the load of some of our Chapter officers 
by spreading their work load. Hence, we 
are looking for volunteers to head up 

each of the following tasks: 

A. Chapter golf shirt order coordinator, 
(vendor located in  Dewitt) 

B. Chapter meeting programs coordinator.  

C. Be a phone tree caller to remind 
members of meetings. 

Here is your chance to become more 
involved. 
Please contact Judy Badgley at 
337-0444 if interested. 

Help Wanted!   

very difficult to sell it as it was sold to 
the Chevrolet Dealer Sales Manager 
in Whitehall Michigan.  

After seeing the car run I knew I 
had to change the rings in the engine 
and get some other parts to bring it 
back to good operating condition.  I 
found a set of piston rings at a dealer-
ship in Manistee Michigan.  I then 
found a new head gasket at a dealer-
ship in Beulah, Michigan.  Those were 
the days when parts were not too 
difficult to locate at the small town 
dealerships.  The following weekend I 
disassembled the engine and installed 
the new piston rings and the engine 
ran 100% better with no smoke.  I 
then cleaned the car up to make it 
look presentable.  We then had op-
portunity's to take it to various pa-
rades and shows throughout the 
years. For the past 12 years we en-
joyed the Oldsmobile homecoming 
show in Lansing, Michigan.  One of 
the most enjoyable shows in Lansing, 
Michigan was the 100th Oldsmobile 
birthday in 1997.  Although the car 
was original inside and out, we re-
painted the car the original color as it 
was from the factory in 1929.  We 

drove the car from Williamstown, 
Michigan to Lansing, Michigan for the 
four day event.  What a wonderful 
celebration it was to recognize such a 
great car company.  Beginning 1997 
through 2005 we enjoyed taking the 
car to the Henry Ford Old Car Festi-
val in Dearborn, Michigan.  Here my 
wife and I spent two days with our 
granddaughters dressed in period 
costumes and driving on the streets 
of Greenfield Village with the other 
vintage vehicles. However, for the 
past year we thought that it was time 
to pass this wonderful car onto 
someone else to enjoy it for the 
years to come.  We listed the car in 

the various Oldsmobile club publica-
tions however the car did not sell.  
We finally resorted to eBay and listed 
the car for sale.  The seven days ex-
pired and the vehicle sold to an indi-
vidual living in the most Eastern part 
of Canada.  We're in the process 
now of arranging transportation of 
the car to Canada. We will miss this 
car in the years to come however the 
time has arrived that it goes to some-
one who will appreciate the fine 
craftsmanship and will enjoy the own-
ership of a 78 year old vehicle. Our 
love for Oldsmobile will continue and 
we will continue to enjoy the other 
Oldsmobile classics that we have in 
our old car collection.  So we will 

graduate from a 1929 
Oldsmobile two door sedan 
and continue driving our two 
1966 Toronado's and the 
1970 pace car convertible.  
Who knows perhaps in the 
near future other vintage 
Oldsmobile's will be added 
to our collection. One thing 
is sure: we will enjoy driving 
the fine products that were 
made for well over 100 years 
by Oldsmobile. 

Ed’s ‘29 loaded and ready to be delivered to its new owner. 
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Saturday morning September 
15th brought sunshine and cool 
temperatures. It also brought 
Chapter members and cool cars 
to the R. E. Olds Museum. Nine 
Oldsmobiles arrived to participate 
in the poker run.  

Doug and Judy Badgley hosted 
the event and handed written di-
rections and a playing card sealed 
in an envelope to the participants. 
Cars left in five-minute increments 
from the Museum and drove 
through mid-Michigan on a 55-mile 
drive. Along the way they stopped 
at five designated locations to pick 
additional playing cards sealed in 
envelopes. Upon arrival at the des-
tination (Mooville), they received a 
final playing card (seven total).  

When everyone had arrived, 
the potluck lunch was served. 
Great food, great people!!!!!!! Af-
ter filling our stomachs it was time 
to play poker. Participants were 
directed to select their 5 BEST 
cards for the game and put the 
other two cards away. The best 
poker hand went to Wayne and 
Vicki May who held three deuces 
and two aces. They received a Fi-
nal 500 key fob. The worst poker 
hand went to Scott and Sue 
Whittaker with a pair of 3's. They 
received a booklet on Lansing built 
cars with a suggestion to take up 
reading, obviously Poker was not 

their game! Whittaker's also 
received an Oldsmobile crest 

hatpin for the oldest Oldsmobile 
on the trip a 1963 Cutlass con-
vertible. Troy Collins received a 
new design Olds pin for the new-
est Olds on the trip, his 2003 Final 
500 Aurora. The final prize, an 
Oldsmobile license plate, went to 
Doug and Sandy Johnston for be-
ing able to be the first ones to 
show a Chapter membership card.  

O n c e 
the games 
were com-
p l e t e d 
s o m e 
member s 
went on a 
tour of the 
dairy farm, 
while oth-
ers sat and 
v i s i t e d 
while eat-
ing fresh 
ice cream.  

Every-
one enjoyed 
the day and commented that they 
hoped we could do this again. 
Hmmmm, maybe an annual Sep-
tember outing, what do you think?  

Participants  and their Car: 
Troy Collins - 2003 Aurora,  Gary 
and Sheryl Casteel +2 - 1987 442,  
Don and Eva Cooper - 1972 442 
2-door, Doug and Sandy Johnston 

- 1971 Cutlass convertible,  Joe 
and Barb Pohl  - 1976 98 2-door, 
Wayne and Vicki May - 1968 Cut-
lass convertible,  Fred Pirochta 
and Rob - 1967 Cutlass 2-door,  
Scott and Sue Whittaker - 1963 
Cutlass convertible,  Doug and 
Judy Badgley - 1957 98 4-door . 

For those of you that couldn't 
attend, ask those that did about 
what you missed. Ask Gary 
Casteele about leaving from the 

Museum as the 6th car and arriv-
ing at Mooville 9th!  Ask Joe Pohl 
about selecting five playing cards 
and putting the other two away! 
Ask Scott about the choices of 
driving the designated course or 
taking a detour to check out an 
Olds for sale! See you next year. 

Chapter Poker Run 

Participants enjoy refreshments at the end of the Poker Run. 
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this report.  No bills were 
submitted for payment 

A revised billing was discussed. 

Secretaries report: 

The minutes of the general session 
meeting for July 10, 2007 were 
presented to the membership and 
open for discussion.  Motioned to 
accept minutes as read seconded 
and approved. 

Newsletter report: 

Wayne needs more articles ASAP.  
The next newsletter will be mailed 
during the week of August 12. 

Membership report: 

Wayne Mason reported for Joe Pohl 
that Judy Badgley mailed postcards 
to deficient members and has 
received an excellent response.  
Seven members have been removed 
from the mailing list.  The names of 
those members were read and hope 
that they are known by current 
members and they will try to 
reinstate them. 

OCA Chapter report: 

The chapter is 97% compliant. 

Old business: 

Homecoming: Judy Badgley needs 
volunteers to paint signs for various 
areas.  Contact her!  Also ideas are 
needed to keep people at show like 
model car show etc.  She also 
discussed the 55 mile drive on 
September 15.  Don Cooper and 
Ken Nicholas will co-chair the 2008 
homecoming committee.  Mike Ross 
updated Grand Rapids 28th street 
show and asked how many planned 
to go? 

By-laws vote: 

Members who had not voted by 
mail were canvassed and total yea See Minutes | page 7  

There were 19 members present. 

President’s report: 

Vicki thanked the members present 
for attending.  She talked about the 
national meeting held in Bowling 
Green, Kentucky and what a great 
time all had.  The Hummers, Mays, 
Coopers and Hineman’s took first 
place awards.  The Mackinaw Bridge 
celebration was attended by a 
number of members and she passed 
around a commemorative license 
plate received.  The Meadowbrook 
Concourse was attended by Joe Poll 
and Jim Harsant.  Tom Hummer 
reported while scanning eBay he 
saw a picture of his car in a sale ad 
but it was not his ad.  He was 
shocked. 

Vice presidents report: 

Harry Emmons reported the death 
of a longtime union member, Cyril 
McGuire.  He was former president 
of local 652. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Dave Violetta reported: the balance 
on hand as of June 30, 2007 was 
$19,938.35.  Revenue for the month 
was $492.99.  Expenses for the 
month were $416.33.  The balance 
on hand as of July 31, 2007 was 
$20,015.01.  The chapter approved 

R.E. Olds Chapter General 
Session Meeting 

September 4, 2007 

votes plus mail in votes past bylaw 
changes 

Respectfully submitted: Jim Harsant, 
acting secretary 

Secretary’s 
Report 

R.E. Olds Chapter General 
Session Meeting 
August 7, 2007 

President, Vicki May called the 
meeting to order at 7:04 PM. 
There were 23 present at the meet-
ing.  There were no guests present. 

Presidents Report:  

Vicki welcomed the members and 
guests and thanked all for attending. 

 Board Meeting Items:   

The Chapter filed the papers to reg-
ister as a non profit corporation.  
This will protect all members and 
board members from liability claims. 

We are not a tax exempt organiza-
tion. 

The official registered name is RE 
Olds Chapter. 

We are still looking into the tax 
exempt status but it is a lengthy 
process 

Vice Presidents Report:   

Harry Emmons: No new informa-
tion to report 

Treasurers Report:   

Dave Violetta reported that the 
balance on hand as of July 31, 2007 
was $20,015.01.  Revenues for the 
month were $118.73.  Expenses for 
the month were $324.39.  The bal-
ance on hand as of 8/31/07 was 
$19,809.35.  Harry Emmons moved 
to accept the treasurers’ report as 
read. Wayne Mason seconded the 
motion.  The membership approved 
the motion.  There was no opposi-
tion. 
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Member retention letters/calls 

Social Events/outings 

OCA Chapter Representative Re-
port: No Report 

Compliance Report: 

Member Retention letters/calls 

Old Business:  

Homecoming:  2007 homecoming.  
There was no additional information 
to report. 

There are currently four cars signed 
up for the September 15th rally.  
Let Judy know if you are attending. 
You need to bring your own table 
service and a dish to pass for the 
potluck. 

The annual banquet is coming up 
with officer elections.  Jan Hummer 
recommended using Great Lakes 
Christian home in Holt.  We would 
need a caterer.  This is an alcohol 
and smoking free facility.  There is 
no cost for the room.  There was 
no apparent objection for an alcohol 
free place.   The date planned is 

Operating Budget: Dave provided the 
membership with a line item Finan-
cial Report for the 2007 calendar 
year.  He will use this format for the 
2008 calendar year budget.  If mem-
bers notice any items that were ex-
cluded or should be added, they 
should contact Dave or Vicki.  
Please send an email to either Vicki 
or Dave to incorporate recommen-
dations into the 2008 budget. 

Special Events Budget:  Dave men-
tioned that the 2008 Homecoming 
budget was being prepared. 

Secretaries Report:  The minutes 
of the general session meeting for 
August 2007 were presented to the 
membership and opened for discus-
sion.  Mike Ross motioned to accept 
the minutes as read.   Dave Violetta 
seconded the motion. The member-
ship approved the motion.  There 
was one correction to the minutes.  
Don and Eva Cooper and Ken and 
Marsha Nicholas volunteered to be 
co-chairperson’s for the 2008 
Homecoming. 
Newsletter Report: Wayne Ma-
son reported:  There was a postage 
savings by folding the newsletter.  
There are extra news letters avail-
able for members to order if de-
sired.  The website is being updated 
to include the 2007 homecoming 
recap and pictures.  Vicki compli-
mented Wayne for the outstanding 
job he does with the newsletter and 
website.  Steve Zaban asked if there 
was an article written in Old Cars 
Weekly about our Homecoming.  
There was nothing printed yet.  
Wayne heard from the editor a cou-
ple weeks ago so it looks like there 
still may be something coming in the 
future. 

Membership Chairman Report:  
No Report 

New Applications: 

Minutes - continued from page 6 November 10th.  The committee 
will look at the catering options.  
Suggestions for caterers are to be 
sent to Eva Cooper.  Consensus 
was reached to have the committee 
proceed with the arrangements. 

New Business:  

Judy Badgley recapped the 50th an-
niversary of Mackinac Bridge event.  
She has original, 25th and 50th plate 
license plate for the event. 

Steve Zaban:  provided information 
on the Auburn Auction.  The event 
is three days and he took Troy’s 
pace car to the auction and it sold 
for $59,000.  Prices in general were 
down this year. 

Motion to Adjourn: 

A motion to adjourn the meeting 
was made by Willis Dennis and sup-
ported by Harry Emmons.  The mo-
tion was carried. 
Respectfully submitted: Ed. Shand, 
Secretary. 

There were no expenditures approved 
at this meeting. 

COMING JUNE 14, 2008 

TO THE  

OLDSMOBILE HOMECOMING 

CAR SHOW & SWAP MEET 

 

LINDA VAUGHN 

MISS HURST GOLDEN SHIFTER 

SEE ARTICLE ON PAGE 11 
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R. E. OLDS CHAPTER 
2007 ANNUAL BANQUET &  ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

 Saturday, November 10, 2007 
 Party starts at 5:30 p.m. * Dinner served at 6:30 p.m.                
 Great Lakes Christian Homes         
 2050 S. Washington Road, Holt – intersection of S. Washington & Holt Rd. 

 
The Chapter’s annual meeting and election of officers will be held after dinner. 
If any members are interested in running for an officer’s position, please contact Joe Pohl, membership 

Coordinator, at 517/323-2342. 
We will be having an “Indoor Oldsmobile Model Car Show” during the evening.  Bring an Oldsmobile 

model or Oldsmobile display (hand-made or store bought) for the show.  We will have display tables available.  
There will be judging and Peoples Choice Award.  It’s time to “shine and show” your small Oldsmobile. 

Join us for food, fun and friends! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Cost:  $11.00 per person 
The Chapter has agreed to help with the 
cost of the meal by contributing $5.00 per 

meal.  The price on the form has been 
reduced by this amount.   

 --------------------------------------Cut here and mail with your check -------------------------------------------- 
Name _________________________________________   Phone No. ______________________ 
Would you prefer a diabetic dessert?   Please check here. ______ 
Number attending _____ x  $11.00  =  $________     
Send check payable to:  R. E. Olds Chapter 
Mail to:  Eva Cooper, 13500 W. State Road, Grand Ledge  MI  48837 
Questions:  Eva Cooper  517 / 627-6697 or 517 / 290-8451  or email:  coopsledg@aol.com  

OR   Jan Hummer 517 / 646-6633 

Reservat ion  Deadl ine  Oct .  27,  2007 

BUFFET DINNER  
• Champagne Chicken 
• Seasoned Roast Beef  
• Baked Potato 
• Fancy Mixed Green Salad 
• Honey Glazed Carrots 
• Butter Flake Rolls 
• Desserts 
• Punch, Coffee or tea 

2050 S. Washington Rd. 
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28th Street Cruise and Car Show  
 

 

By Mike Ross 

GRAND RAPIDS, MI - The 
weather on August 25th did not 
start well for being a car show day.  
We drove through some heavy rain 
getting to Grand Rapids, but by the 
time we arrived between 10:30 & 
11:00 a.m., the rain stopped. It was 
an absolute beautiful day from then 
on.  

John Leese, owner of the Har-
vey Cadillac dealership, was our 
host.  He had a very large parking 
area reserved for us, and also ar-
ranged for a Bar-B-Q Chuck wagon 
and DJ for the day.  (We also had 
the use of his restrooms which was 
a definite plus!)   Unfortunately, we 
only had six Oldsmobiles from our 
Chapter for display.  John added to 
our display by bringing out his own 
1966 Toronado and 1970 Ninety-
eight Convertible. We shared the 
dealership space with a Cadillac club 
and an MG club, which was a lot of 
fun! Chapter members in attendance 
included Jan & Mike Ross, Wayne & 
Vicki May,  Barry & Sally Lott, Buck 
Jones, Cathoriene Keesaer and her 
friend, and Ron & Sharon Severance. 
We had great seats (right on 28th 
St.) to watch the Cruisers, and saw 
some fantastic cars, trucks, trailers 
and one wooden boat!  

John was a gracious host and has 
invited us back for next years cruise 
on Saturday August 23, 2008.  I for 
one am really looking forward to it 
and hope you will join us. 
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As  we said when 
closing the last 

newsletter, we are getting back to 
are normal car stuff.  We begin 
with our yearly visit to Sam’s (I’m-
a-cancer-survivor) birthday party.  
This is always a great get together 
with a wide variety cars from 
“what’s that” to, I didn’t know 
they made those. 

 
Enclosed as usual are a few of 

the pictures from that event.  
You’ll see a Nash Convertible, a 
Packard, a Studebaker pickup 
truck, Willis’s El Cutlass and my 
Corvette next to him. Enjoy and if 
you have any questions let us 
know. 

 
Next we went to Lawrence, 

MI. to pick up a ‘58 NOS Olds 
fender that “Norway” Ken wanted 
me to buy for him, and Willis had 
some stuff he wanted to pickup 
over in Hartford.  This was an 
over-and-back trip with one 
surprise thrown in that we always 
seem to run across. For those of 
you that haven’t been to 
Lawrence, it’s located at exit 52 
off I-94 on the other side of Paw 
Paw.  Once you leave I94 at exit 
52, you continue north until you 

get to Red Arrow Highway.  If 
you hang a right at the light, and 
look for the Red Hot (that’s 
dog) you’ll find a store called 
Simple Comforts (look up 
toward the point of the roof 
above the hotdog sign). I don’t 
know how the fender found it's 
way there, but the store is like a 
large flea market and no telling 
what else might be there.  We got 
the fender and decided to take 
Red Arrow to our next stop in 
Hartford.  On the way, we ran 
into our surprise (didn’t think I 
forgot about, it did you).  We 
found and auto and metal recycling 
yard called Clarks.  They were 
nice and let us go out and roam 
the yard. Among the cars we saw 

were some 50’s Oldsmobile's, 
some Chevy’s, some Desoto's, 
some Cadillac's, and other vintage 
cars.  We had heard that the 
owner was a collector but he 
wasn’t there.  Now comes the sad 
part. Neither one of us  brought a 
camera which is normally a staple 
on road trips, so we have no 
pictures to show you.  We may 
visit it again and take some photos 
for you to see at another time.  

As for the car corral here at 
the house, things are moving 
slowly.  I sold my airplane and 
brought my two ‘40’s home from 
the airport.  I haven’t had time to 
do anything with them, but they 
are now home.   A few weeks ago, 
Willis and I brought the ‘36 Coupe 
home.  All the kids (well, almost 
all) are now at the house awaiting 
varying degrees of attention.  The 
‘73 Cutlass needs some water 
pump work, the wagon needs 
engine work, the Toro needs new 
doors, and the ‘36 needs the front 
clip removed, engine work, and a 
list of other things that haven’t 
been put together. One ‘40 needs 
an engine, and the other ’40 needs 
its engine removed; the ‘64 
Cutlass needs the front clip 
removed, engine work and a list of 
other things that haven’t been put 
together. The Corvair needs 
engine work, and I may have to 
live to be 150 or around that to 
get everything done.  Did I 
mention that the new garage 
needs to be wired and insulated 
before this winter (it’s not nice to 
say that about other people toys).  
Well, I’m just worn out from 
talking about it, and will now turn 
it over to Willis for his update.  
Next issue, we’ll tell you about 
out trip to French Lick, IN and St. 
Louis, MO.  If French Lick sounds 
familiar to you basketball fans, 
you’ll remember the “Hick from 
French Lick”, AKA Larry Bird.   

Till Later, Happy Oldsing, Troy  

Olds Parting 
with Willis and Troy 

See Willis | page 11  
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Willis - continued from page 10 

   It always pays to stop at the 
little out of the way auto parts 
shops that you run across. Such 
was the case when I stopped at a 
place call Motor Machine In 
Hartford, Mi. Keith, the owner, 
had called me to tell me that he 
had finally rounded up the last of 
the 371 Olds motor parts that he 
had been looking for since April of 
2006. Well, since Troy needed to 
pick up a fender in Lawrence just 
down the pike a piece, that sounds 
like a road trip to me.  

 
I don't know if R.E. was put 

into some cryogenics lab to be 
resurrected, but if he was, and 
wanted to come back and build 
Oldsmobiles again, I have the 
engine parts thanks to Keith.  

 
The project wagon has been 

on the back burner while I tried to 
find a "last time seen, NEVER" 
floor shifter for the synchromesh 
transmission that bolts to the 
front engine. Hurst didn't make a 
floor shifter for the ‘50's selector 
trans. I knew somebody made a 
shifter because I had one in my 
1956 Olds 98 2dr. with the J-2 
engine. I was so busy driving all 
over town that I never took the 
time to work on that car and learn 
what was in it and how it worked. 
So when the starter motor went 
out the day before I left for 
college, I parked it behind a 
neighborhood gas station, which 
soon went out of business, and I 
never saw the car or shifter again. 

What to do, what to do. To the 
rescue comes my buddy Ross 
Lombardi from Ross Racing 
Engines in Niles, Ohio. He had the 
shifter I was looking for in his back 
room of parts. It had been 
collecting dust for 30 plus years. 
After some good old horse-tradin, 
I had my floor shifter. Now to find 
the rubber bushings that hold the 
front sway bar in place. They were 
used only on the air ride 
suspension cars and Olds built less 
that 18,000 of them in '58. They 
shouldn't be that hard to find. 
18,000 cars, times 2 per car, minus 
49 years equals-------- LAST TIME 
SEEN,  NEVER  

 
Willis 

 A  budget has been ap-
proved for the 2008 

Homecoming event and details of 
the event are being worked out by 
the committee.  The commemora-
tive gift has been selected and the 
proof of the product, an umbrella 
containing our Chapter logo, has 
been received. Check out the 
photo at right.  

The committee’s next meeting 
will be October 17th at Cooper’s 
house, 13500 W. State Rd., Grand 
Ledge, MI, at 7pm. Call Eva at 517-
627-6697 to let her now if you will 
be attending. 

Linda Vaughn has been se-
lected to appear as our special 
guest in 2008. Linda has been a 
popular attraction at motor sports 
events over the past 40 years, and 
was a spokesperson for the Hurst 
Corporation. Oldsmobile and 

Homecoming 2008 Update 
Hurst had a long-standing  rela-
tionship over the years in the 
ever-popular Hurst/Olds models. 
Sponsors are being recruited to 
cover Linda’s expenses. Commit-
tee Co-chairs are Don & Eva Coo-
per, 517-627-6697 or OLD-
SHOMECOMING@aol.com, and 
Ken & Marsha Nicholas, 517-663-
2397. 

Linda Vaughn 
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