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W hen I graduated 
from high school 

way back in 1976, I owned a 1971 
Chevrolet Monte Carlo which I 
thought I would never get tired of. 
However, it wasn’t long before I de-
cided to purchase another car and 
move up in quality at the same time.    

So, in the summer of 1976, I 
started looking and quickly came 
across a beautiful 1974 Cutlass Salon 
with a 455 engine and loaded to the 
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Tamara’s 1974 Cutlass Salon  
By Rick Wenzel 

Saginaw, Michigan 

March ~ 
April 

max. It had been ordered and pur-
chased by a General Motors executive 
who told me it was one of the first 
Cutlass Salons ever built. It had just 
over 20,000 miles on it, still smelled 
brand new, had a strong natural stance 
and was in perfect condition inside and 
out.  

Although I remember being quite 
familiar with the Cutlass Supreme, I 
don’t even remember hearing about a 
Cutlass Salon before I actually looked 

Continued page 4 | see 1974 
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A s men-
tioned in 

this column last issue,  the password 
to gain access to our “Members 
Only” page on our Chapter web site 
has changed. If you use this site and 
have not yet received the new pass-
word, please contact me at webmas-
ter@reolds.org, and I will send you 
the new password.  

Steve Zaban sends along a re-
minder about the Homecoming 
Auction, which helps to generate 
revenue to offset Homecoming ex-
penses. If you have any Oldsmo-
bile-related items to donate for 
this auction, please contact Steve 
soon so that he will have a good 
idea, prior to Homecoming day, what 
items he will have to auction. In past 
years, Steve has not known until 

Notes from the Editor 

2009 R.E.  Olds Chapter 

Board of  Directors 

President 
Vicki May 
(616) 891-8713 
vickiandwayne@yahoo.com 
 
Vice-President  
Harry Emmons 
517-485-5998 
no e-mail 
 
Secretary 
Ed Shand 
517-655-4739 
jes@handofshand.com 
 
Treasurer 
Troy Collins 
(517) 646-0879 
tlc3844@aol.com 
 
Membership Coordinator 
Don Cooper 
OCA Representative 
Eva Cooper 
517-627-6697 
Coopsledg@aol.com 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Webmaster 
Wayne Mason 
(517) 669-8051 
webmaster@reolds.org 
 
Past President 
Ken Nicholas 
(517) 663-2397 
mroldskcn@sbcglobal.net 
 
By-Laws Coordinator 
Troy Collins 
(517) 646-0879 
tlc3844@aol.com 
 
Board members are elected for a one 
year period of time at the Annual 
Banquet Meeting. Officers assume 
their office beginning January 1st of 
the subsequent year in which they are 
elected. 
 
General Club meetings are held on 
the 1st Tuesday of the month at vari-
ous locations, but usually at the R.E. 
Olds Museum in Lansing. Contact 
Vicki May at the number shown above 
for more information. 
 
Oldsmobile Homecoming Car Show 
committee meetings are held periodi-
cally through out the year. Please 
c o n t a c t  D o n  C o o p e r  a t : 
OLDSHOMECOMING@aol.com for 
more information. 

show day whether or not he would 
be having items to auction. Call 
Steve at 517-655-2421. 

As I finish this column in the 
month of February, with at least 8” - 
10” of snow still on the ground here 
in mid-Michigan, I can only hope that 
the predicted thaw we are supposed 
to get in the next week will com-
pletely eliminate the white stuff. It 
has been sooooo long since we have 
been able to get outside to wash our 
cars. The one thing most car enthu-
siasts don’t like to do is take their 
car through a car wash, whether it’s 
their daily driver or (especially) their 
show car! I’m still here, looking for 
warmer, sunnier weather ahead! 

Until next issue, 

Wayne 

Saturday, June 20, 2009 
Oldsmobile Homecoming 
Car Show & Swap Meet 

Plan now to attend the 17th Annual  
Oldsmobile Homecoming 
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RE Olds Chapter Dues 

Dues are $12 for 1 year or $30 for three years, renewable each June for all 
members and payable to R.E. Olds Chapter. Mail to: RE Olds Chapter 
OCA, %Don Cooper, P.O. Box 80101, Lansing, MI 48908-0101.  A renewal 
form is not necessary. Your address label contains the year in which you 
need to renew your membership. For example, if the “RN” code after 
your name is “RN09”, then your dues are renewable and due in June 2009. 
No additional renewal reminder will be sent to you. 

How to Join the Oldsmobile Club of America 

Visit the Oldsmobile Club of America’s web site: www.oldsclub.org  for an 
application form, dues schedule and other club information and benefits. 

Upcoming Chapter Meetings 

March Birthdays - Doris Harsant 
- 4th, Tom Remington - 5th, Ed 
Shand - 7th, Troy Collins - 8th, 
Sharon Brehm & Howard Silcox - 
10th, Brian Ford & Phyllis Shorman 
- 14th,  Margaret Hilliard - 20th, 
Joyce Ford - 24th, Arleen 
Zimmerman - 27th .  

April Birthdays - Rita Violetta - 
2nd, Ron Severance - 11th, Mary 
Andrzejewski - 12th, Doug Badgley 
21st, Ruth Calkins - 26th.  

If we don’t list your birthday, send 
yours/spouses birthday information 
(month and day  on ly )  to 
wemas@comcast.net . In the 
subject line put R.E. OLDS.  Or snail 
mail  to:  

 Wayne Mason 
 2713 W. Clark Rd. 
 Lansing, MI 48906 

You must be a member of the Oldsmobile Club of America to join this Chapter. 
Chapter dues are $12.00 a year or 3 years for $30.00.  

Send application and make check payable to:  

R.E. OLDS CHAPTER 
OLDSMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA 

P.O. BOX  80101 
LANSING, MICHIGAN 48908-0101 

R.E. Olds Chapter is a regional chapter of the Oldsmobile Club of America, based in the Mid-Michigan 
area. The Chapter received its charter in 1984, and has served Olds enthusiasts in the area since then. 
A bi-monthly publication, ROCKET REVIEW is sent to members and offers a variety of member stories, 
technical information and a classified ad section. As a member of the chapter you are invited to join the 
group at various car show around the state and enjoy family oriented car club activities. 

R.E. Olds Chapter Membership Application 
New  __________     Renewal ___________      Application Date  ____/_____/_____ 

OCA Number _________ Birthday - Month ____________ Day ____________ 

Name ___________________________________________ 

Street ___________________________________________ 

City _____________________________  State _______  Zip Code ________- ______ 

Home Phone (_____) _____ - __________Work Phone (______) _____ - __________  

E-Mail address ____________________________________ 

Spouse Name ____________________  Birthday - Month ___________Day _________ 

List each Oldsmobile you own: 
____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Club Meetings for 2009 are 
usually scheduled for the first 
Tuesday of the month at the R.E. 
Olds Transportation Museum at 7 
PM . Scheduled meeting dates for 
this year are:  March 3rd, April 
7th, May 5th, June 2nd, July 7th, 
August 4th, September 1st, 
October 6th, November TBD 

Happy Birthday 

(Annual Meeting), December 1st.  
At this time, board meeting are 
scheduled for January, April, August, 
October and December at 6pm 
immediately preceding the general 
meeting for that month. Board 
meetings may be added or deleted as 
the need dictates, so if you plan to 
attend a board meeting, please check 
with President Vicki prior to the 
scheduled meeting. 

Welcome New Members 
We welcome the following 

new members who joined our 
Chapter since our last newsletter: 
Bruce & Betty Ballard of 
Haslett, MI., Ken & Christa 
Rodgers of Zionsville, IN, and 
Howard & Sharon Silcox of 
Mason, MI. We look forward to 
seeing you at one of our 
upcoming Chapter events or 
monthly meetings. 
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Concealed Weapon License - NCCE 800 
This program complies with requirements of: PA 372 of 
1927 Sec. 5J2(b) as amended by PA 381 of 2000 and 
PA 1217 of 2002, Sec. 5J. It covers firearm safety, de-
fensive shooting, firearms and the law, use of deadly 
force strategies for home safety, and responding to a 
violent confrontation. The class will be held at the 
Capital Region International Airport Range in Lansing. 
To enter the facility you must use Gate #10 at DeWitt 
and State Roads. 

Location: CRIA 

Days: Saturday 

CRN 21186/Date: 3/28/2009 

CRN 21187/Date: 4/25/2009 

Time: 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Cost: $130 Credits: 0.00 

Instructors: Mike Ross, Bob Sipple 

Contact: Extension & Community Education Ph. 
517.483.1860 

New registration guidelines at www.lcc.edu/registration 

Michigan and the car was placed on 
the trailer and ready to go. I had pre 
registered for the show several 
months earlier and was determined 
to go even though it was the 11th 
hour. But as it turned out, it just was-
n’t to be, and I had to pass.  I also pre 
registered for the 2008 show and 
unfortunately again had to pass. 

Since the car has been com-
pleted in June of 2007, I have driven 
it less then 200 miles and I have only 
had it at one local show. I (we) have 
now owned it for 32 years and be-
lieve it to be a special car in the 
Oldsmobile line of products. I look 
forward to hearing any comments 
which any of you may have and also 
plan to see many of you in Lansing on 
June 20th, 2009. 

at and purchased this car. The Salon 
package was a $361 option and from 
what I understand, it attempted to 
bring European touring sedan influ-
ence to the Oldsmobile line. Al-
though the car was ordered with 
almost every available option, the 
sport mirrors, sport console, super 
stock wheels, sport steering wheel 
and big block engine really gave it a 
look which was more special than 
any other cars I had looked at. 

This was the car I drove most of 
the time until in 1978, I started dating 
a young lady. Unfortunately, after 
dating her for a short time, hearing 
about her love for the car and con-
sistent desire to own it, I grudgingly 
decided to sell it to her. Of course, 
this created another dilemma as I 
loved the car as well . . . and was 
always hoping to get it back. Finally, 
after dating a few more years and 
being informed that the only way I 
was going to get it back was to marry 
her . . . we got married and 26 years 
later, although it is still in her name, I 
can lay some claim to it.  

Fast forward several years to 
1992 when I placed it in storage as 
we did not have the heart to sell it 

and had purchased other cars in it’s 
place. The Salon stayed in storage 
until 2003, when I finally decided it 
was time to restore it or sell it. I had 
a close friend who had the tools, the 
time, the patience and the talent to 
restore it back to its original luster. 
However, after a year of little pro-
gress, I decided it was time to get it 
to a professional shop to do the 
work which was needed. 

That summer of 2004 was the 
beginning of a very slow moving, 
three year complete restoration 
which used only 1974 Cutlass original 
parts. The only exceptions include a 
different cam, exhaust system, elec-
tronic ignition and wider white wall 
tires. The project ended on the eve-
ning before the 2007 Oldsmobile 
Homecoming Car Show in Lansing 

Classified Ads 
Class i f ied ads  must  be rece ived  by the  ed i tor  on 
or  before  the f i rst  Tuesday o f  publ icat ion   month’s  
( F e b r u a r y ,  A p r i l ,  J u n e ,  A u g u s t ,  O c t o b e r ,  
December)  Cost  of  ad i s  “0” for  members  and 
$6.00 for  non-members .  Photos  welcome.  Ads  wi l l  
be  run  once unless  you cal l  the Editor  and request 
that  i t  be run again !  
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W hen I last left you, I 
was going to tell you about another 
“Norway Ken” adventure that took 
Dick Harrington, Dave Violetta and 
yours truly to the New Jersey 
shores.  As I indicated then, I was 
waiting for (don’t tell them every-
thing) hush money. I received so 
much that I spent a lot of time 
Christmas shopping and missed 
Wayne’s deadline for the last issue. 
So here’s what I can tell you. 

After a few months of waiting 
for the stars to align, we thought we 
were ready to set a date for the 
trip.  We were working around a 
person in California who was deal-
ing with an overseas shipper in 
Texas to arrange for a double con-
tainer that would be shipped from 
New Jersey.  This took some time 
since Hurricane Ike had hit Texas, 
and the shipper could only be 
reached by signal lights from a place 
far, far away.  After a flood of e-

We drove straight thru to near 
New Jersey and got some breakfast 
(life is good). We then plugged in 
the Garmin [GPS] and headed to 
the container company located 
somewhere in North Bergan, New 
Jersey. The Garmin is nice, but it 
doesn’t tell you that there are two 
lanes to the left or right, so at times 
(hush money) things got somewhat 
exciting.  We arrived within visual 
range of where we were going and 
after a phone call, proceeded off the 
expressway overpass to our loca-
tion and unloaded Dick’s car and 
some of the items we couldn’t jam 
into the car. You probably think that 
next we headed back home.  What I 
didn’t mention at the start was that 
we had another car to pickup in 
Danbury, Connecticut.  With our 
trusty Garmin plugged, in we left at 
10:30 am and head to Connecticut. 
When we arrived at our destination, 
we found that the car had a dead 
battery.  We got it running (hush 
money) and loaded it in the trailer 
for the return trip to the container 
company.  After dropping it off 
around 2:45 pm we headed out of 
New Jersey towards Allentown, PA.  
After another gas stop and Propane 
tank switch, we found two items in 
the back of Dick’s truck that should 
have gone with the cars. After dis-
cussing (hush, hush, hush money) 
what to do with them, they stayed 
with us for the rest of the trip.  

It was now September 30th, and 
after breakfast we headed towards 
Virginia to check out some airplane 
museums and see Dick’s grand-
daughter. We probably would have 
taken in some other items, but it’s 
hard to do when you are pulling a 
22’ car trailer.  We were finally able 
to park the trailer at our hotel loca-
tion in Manassas, Virginia.  We spent 
about a day and a half at the new 
Smithsonian Air and Space Museum 
located at Dulles International Air-
port. I don’t want to say this place is 
big, but they had a British Concord 

mails, the date was set for Septem-
ber 29th, 2008 to deliver Dick’s car, 
which Ken had bought during his 
Homecoming 2008 visit, to the ship-
ping container in New Jersey The 
fun (hush money) begins. 

I had a few items that I bought 
for Ken, and had to try to jam them 
(carefully) into Dick’s car (it doesn’t 
cost any more to ship a full car then 
an empty one).  After all the jam-
ming, I still had a few items left over.  
We put them in the back of Dick’s 
truck because at that time, we were 
planning on using my open car 
trailer. It was around this time, 
while checking my car trailer, I 
found that the brakes were in vari-
ous pieces depending on which of 
the four wheels you looked at.  Dick 
was able to make arrangements for 
an enclosed car trailer.  We worked 
on a departure schedule (hush 
money) and confirmed that we 
would leave on the 28th, and arrive 
the morning of the 29th to drop the 
car off at the shipper. 

We loaded Dick’s car (see 
photo) on the afternoon of the 28th 
and loaded the stuff I couldn’t jam in 
the car into the trailer and the back 
of Dick’s truck.  Then I went home 
and packed some clothes and other 
items for the trip. Dick and Dave 
arrived at my house around 6PM 
and, after loading my stuff, off we 

went.  For the 
next umpteen 
hours, I casually 
(hush money) sug-
gested we get 
something to eat.    

Finally as the gas 
gauge approached 
the “E”, I went 
into the conven-
ience store at the 
gas station and had 
a couple of Twin-
kies and got other 
supplies to get me 
through to the 
next gas break.  

Olds Parting 
with Willis and Troy 

Loading Dick’s ‘58 into the enclosed trailer. Continued page 6 | see Space 
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build me two new ones. What a 
deal. Then all six wheels would look 
the same.  

  Motor Wheel Corp. and Kel-
sey Hayes both made wheels for the 
Toronado. Once the spiders and 
rims were pressed together and 
welded, they were never meant to 
come apart. I worked at Motor 
Wheel in my youth and I remember 
the giant presses used to join the 
spider to the rim. I can’t ever recall 
seeing one of those presses in my 
toolbox, so I ground off the weld 
and heated the wheel to 400 de-
grees in an oven. After twenty min-
utes, we removed the wheel and 
put snow on the spider only, to 
shrink it away from the rim. With 
the help of a 10 # ford tool (some 
of you know it as a hammer), I tried 
to beat the spider out of it. (The 
rim I mean). When that didn’t work, 
plan B was to cut the rim away 
from the spider. We could then 
place the spider where it needed to 
be and weld the rim back together 
to ship to the wheel maker. 

  With the spider removed from 
the rim, I placed it (the spider) 
back on the spindle to make sure 
that it would clear the caliper. It did, 
so time to take a break. Since my 
welding leaves a lot to be desired, 
my friend Jorge was going to weld 
everything back together. 

  My mother always said that 
two heads are better than one, even 
if one is a cabbage head. Jorge then 
asked why we had to weld the 
wheel back together when we could 
use the wheel that he had in his 
hand. It was a G.M.C. van wheel for 
disc brakes with the same bolt pat-
tern as the Toro. Yes it would fit 
but it was a regular steel wheel and 
not a Toro wheel. 

He bolted the van wheel onto 
the spindle and it cleared the cali-
per. Ok but it doesn’t look like the 
other Toro wheels. He held the 

the slim fast car of the year either. I 
need to be able to stop this train 
once it gets rolling. Now as much as 
I love the 1958 Oldsmobile, I don’t 
trust the single master cylinder and 
drum brakes to take on another 
1,200 pounds and stop safely. I had 
already acquired a kit to install front 
disc brakes on a ’58 Olds using 70’s 
big car Olds parts. In the interest of 
safety this is a must. I also just hap-
pened to have some N.O.S calipers 
from a long forgotten engineering 
project. However I had no idea 
what model Olds they were from 
originally. As luck would have it, 
they fit perfectly on the 1970 Olds 
big car rotors. I removed the origi-
nal 1958 drum brake assembly and 
backing plate. The disc brake kit 
contains a spacer to center the ro-
tor in the caliper. After I install new 
wheel bearings and tighten the spin-
dle nut, we should be good to go. 
Not so fast my hasty friend. It 
seems that the spindle has a boss 
that the drum brake backing plate 
bolts to that has to be ground off 
before the rotor will rotate. Ok, I 
take everything apart, remove the 
spindle and grind ½ inch off the 
spindle boss. Re install the rotor and 
caliper assembly. Spin the rotor and 
TA-DAH, it works. Looks kind of 
neat too. Disc brakes on a ’58 Olds.  

  Fact: 1958 Oldsmobiles came 
with 14-inch diameter wheels. The 
disc brake kit requires 15-inch di-
ameter wheels. Since the four rear 
wheels are 15 inch Toro, I think that 
the front wheel should look just like 
the rear. I know the Toro disc 
brake wheel will clear the brake 
caliper, but the offset of the wheel 
center (also known as the spi-
der) won’t allow the wheel to bolt 
on the studs. I called a couple of 
custom wheel makers and was told 
to cut the spider out of the Toro 
wheel and put it into the wheel rim 
backwards. Then locate it where I 
wanted it to be and tack weld it in 
place.  If I ship the pattern wheel to 
them, for a nominal fee they will 

Space|Cont. from page 5  

inside on the floor at one end, the 
B-29 “Enola Gay” in the middle, and 
an SR-71 towards the other end.  
The Museum is a “must see” for all 
airplane people!   

Dave had to be back on Octo-
ber 4th since he was going to go 
with Max to the big car meeting in 
Hershey, PA.  On the way back we 
make a stop in Urbana, Ohio to see 
a B17 that was being rebuilt and 
looked at some other airplanes.  
We will probably stop back down 
there sometime in the future to see 
how they are doing.  We got back 
late on the 4th after another long 
day, and hit the sack for some over-
due ZZZ’s.  Next time, hopefully, 
we will have some things in the ga-
rage to talk about.  I say hopefully 
‘cause I took my knee out on De-
cember 9th, had surgery on January 
16, and hope to be at full strength 
by late February / early March.   

Time for Willis to get you up to 
date with Project Wagon. 

Till Later, Happy Oldsing - Troy 

 

W ell, another year has 
come, and with it more 

opportunities to incorporate inno-
vative ideas to make life interesting 
while trying to build a Tribute to 
Oldsmobile that would be worthy of 
such a prestigious name plate. 
Wow, that truly was a mouthful. My 
mother, the journalism major, is 
probably turning in her grave at that 
first sentence. I just hope that some-
day I can get this thing I’m building 
to run as long as that sentence did. 

  Anyway the afore mentioned 
project was SWAGed  (Scientific 
Wild Ass Guess) at a weight of 
5,500 pounds rolling down the road. 
Adding a Toro drive cradle to a 
1958 Fiesta wagon would certainly 
increase the total weight of the ve-
hicle. On the other hand adding a 
complete1958 drive train to a 1968 
Toro drive cradle doesn’t make it Continued page 7 | see Willis 
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Toro spider up against the van 
wheel and it fit almost perfectly in 
the center of the GMC wheel. 
Great, just machine a few thousands 
off the edge and tack weld the Toro 
spider to the GMC wheel and we 
have an instant fake Toro wheel for 
1958 Olds front spindle.  

  Again not so fast my hasty 
wheel welding friend. How do you 
put lug nuts on a stud that is now 

GMC steel wheels with Toro wheel 
centers, Toro center caps and a lot 
cheaper also.  

  Too bad we didn’t think of all 
this wheel business before the origi-
nal brake parts were painted with 
P.O.R.15. Now I get to do it all over 
again. 

Well, that’s all the news that’s 
fit to print. - Willis     

three inches too short? (The Toro 
spider sticks out away from the 
center of the van wheel almost 
three inches) Here is where my 
cabbage head came in. I remem-
bered using extra long lug nuts on 
extra long wheel studs to hold on 
extra big tires and wheels on my 
drag race car. After a quick trip to 
the local speed shop I returned with 
the correct fastener for the job. 
Now we have a one of a kind set of 

Willis|Cont. from page 6  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, R. E. OLDS CHAPTER  

T he R. E. Olds Chapter 
reaches an important mile-

stone this year. We are 25 years 
old! March 2, 1984, an application 
was sent to the Oldsmobile Club of 
America for a Charter for our group. 
The Charter listed 11 enthusiasts as 
members. Many of those that were 
on the original application had been 
involved in hosting the Olds Club of 
America National meet in Lansing for 
several of the years since 1972. That 
was also the case in 1984. The OCA 
National meet was held at the Shera-
ton Hotel on Creyts Rd. just off I-
496.  

The R. E. Olds Central Michigan 
Chapter was presented with their 
Charter at the 1984 OCA National 
Meet on June 16, 1984. As stated in 
our by-laws, this Chapter is dedi-
cated to:  

". . . further the interest in all types 
of Oldsmobiles within this geographic 
region and to aid in the promoting of 
events of interest in and around the 
home community of Oldsmobile." 

Charter officers include: Presi-
dent - Jim Russell, Vice President - 
Max Hineman, Secretary - Dennis 
Casteele, Treasurer - Tom Hummer, 
OCA Chapter Rep. - Jim Harsant. 
Charter members include: Helen 
Earley, Ron Brabant, Fred Pirochta, 

• January 1990 - Chapter jackets 
became available  

• June 1993 - First annual Oldsmo-
bile Homecoming car show organized 
by Chapter.  

The R. E. Olds Chapter is known 
worldwide for hosting the largest 
one-day Oldsmobile car show, 
known as the Oldsmobile Homecom-
ing. This year is the 17th annual show. 
It continues to be a huge success and 
brings people from all over the world 
to Lansing. The Homecoming show is 
the place all Oldsmobile enthusiasts 
have on their “must go” list of car 
shows. It is also the single event that 
brings all of our Chapter members 
together as a team. Congratulations 
R. E. Olds Chapter members; you 
have made our dedicated “purpose” 
happen.  

Judy Badgley 

John Pirochta, Doug Badgley, and 
David Jones. Additional original mem-
bers: Bob Zimmerman, Rick Miller, 
Ron Koonter, Duane Allen, Penny 
Kalchik (Casteele). 

These sixteen people are the 
foundation of our group. Helen Ear-
ley, Duane Allen and Dennis Casteele 
have since passed away. They were a 
great influence on the success of our 
Chapter and will not be forgotten. Of 
these original members, eight are still 
current members. These people have 
contributed to our continued success 
for 25 years.  

Chapter Milestones:  

• June,  1984 - Chapter officially 
chartered as the R. E. Olds Central 
Michigan Chapter of the Oldsmobile 
Club of America  

• July, 1985 - First Chapter news-
letter published  

• October, 1985 - Chapter news-
letter named the Rocket Review in a 
contest won by Judy Badgley  

• April 1988 -  Membership 
reaches 100 members, first member 
name tags issued  

• January 1989 - Chapter name 
changed to R. E. Olds Chapter  

Watch this newsletter and our Chapter website for details on our birthday party. 
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Casteele, Joe & Shirley Place, Don 
& Eva Cooper, Peter Tierney, Abel 
Anzuldua and Ashley Jones. Their 
purpose was to organize a “team” 
of people to help Oldsmobile host 
their Centennial celebration to be 
held in 1997.  

The Chapter’s first Homecom-
ing show was held in 1993 in the 
Townsend Street parking lot 
across from the Olds Administra-
tion building near downtown Lans-
ing. It was a joint financial effort 
with the R. E. Olds Chapter of the 
Olds Club of America, and the 
Olds Club of Canada. The show 
was a success, but it was decided 
that joint partnership was not the 
best way to put on the show. 

The Homecoming show con-
tinued to be held at the Townsend 
Street site for five more years, 
until the show outgrew the avail-

able space. In 1999, the 
show moved to GM’s Lans-
ing Plant 5 (Quad-4 Engine 
Plant) on Canal Road in 
Delta Township. The show 
continued there for three 
more years until GM de-
cided to close the facility, 
and the site was no longer 
available for use. In 2002, 
the show moved to the 
State of Michigan General 
Office Building at the Sec-
ondary Complex, which is 
our current show site. 

Through the years there 
have been many people 
who worked on the Home-
coming Show’s organizing 
committee in addition to 
those volunteers on show 
day. Ken Nicholas chaired 
the committee from the 

to put on an Olds car show every 
year. With all in agreement, Ken 
spoke with Dennis Casteele, then-
current Executive Manager of the 
Oldsmobile Club of America. Den-
nis agreed that it would be a great 
idea and contacted Helen Earley of 
Oldsmobile Public Relations. The 
seed was planted and would soon 
start growing. Dennis was actually 
the one who coined the 
“Oldsmobile Homecoming” show 
name. 

Planning and organizing the 
Chapter’s Annual Oldsmobile 
Homecoming car show was a 
good way to prepare for a “really 
big show” such as the Oldsmobile 
Centennial. A committee was 
formed consisting of: Ken & Mar-
sha Nicholas, Jack Harron, Rod 
Dimon, Helen Earley, Dennis 

T he 16th Annual 
Oldsmobile Home-

coming show has come and gone. 
By all standards, it was a very big 
show. It seems that each year 
there is growth, so we must be 
doing something right. I would like 
to share some facts about the 
Oldsmobile Homecoming car 
show that not everybody knows.  

The Oldsmobile Homecoming 
car show originated in 1992.  The 
celebration of Oldsmobile’s 95th 
birthday, hosted by Oldsmobile 
had just ended. Ken and Marsha 
Nicholas, along with Jack Harron 
of Canada happened to run into 
Rod Dimon, our soon-to-be R. E. 
Olds Chapter president. During 
the course of conversation, Ken 
mentioned that it might be “fun” 

O L D S M O B I L E   H O M E C O M I N G  
 . . . the rest of the story  By Judy Badgley  

Continued page 9 | see Homecoming 

           YEAR  LOCATION   CARS    SWAP  

 

1 1993 Oldsmobile Administration Bldg. 154 27  

2 1994 Oldsmobile Administration Bldg. 221 36  

3 1995 Oldsmobile Administration Bldg. 254 39  

4 1996 Oldsmobile Administration Bldg. 300 58  

5 1997 Oldsmobile Administration Bldg. 342 87  

6 1998 Oldsmobile Administration Bldg. 346 75  

7 1999 Plant 5/ Engine facility 320 NA  

8 2000 Plant 5/ Engine facility 378 56  

9 2001 Plant 5/ Engine facility NA NA  
10 2002 State General Office Bldg. 330 60  

11 2003 State General Office Bldg. 438 75  

12 2004 State General Office Bldg. 471 125  

13 2005 State General Office Bldg. 473 55/82  

14 2006 State General Office Bldg. 491 75/135  

15 2007 State General Office Bldg. 555 74/145  

16 2008 State General Office Bldg. 513 76/134  
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locate the figure. The “CARS” col-
umn includes a total of the num-
ber of cars in the “for sale” lot, 
plus the number of display cars. 
Figures shown in later years for 
the swap meet reflect the number 
of vendors and the number of 
spaces used. Earlier year swap 
space figures indicate only the 
number of spaces used. The only 
years that did not show an in-
crease in show car attendance 
over the previous year was 2002 
and 2008. That was attributed to 
bad weather and the fact that 
Oldsmobile also held their 105th 
birthday celebration in Lansing in 
2002.  

It is important that our Chap-
ter document its history since we 
are now twenty-five years old. The 
purpose of this article has been to 
inform newer Chapter members 
of how this spectacular show has 
come to be known as the “largest 

beginning until 1999 (seven years), 
when Pat Robinson took over. Pat 
was chairman for two years, and 
then Scott Whittaker chaired the 
event  from 2002 until 2005 (four 
years). For the past two years, the 
committee has operated without a 
leader. For our 2009 show, Nicho-
las’ and Coopers’ have volun-
teered to co-chair the event. 

There have been many Chap-
ter members and non-Chapter 
members who have contributed 
greatly to the success of this show. 
In addition to Chapter members, 
there is a growing group of Olds 
enthusiasts who choose not to 
join our Chapter, but are willing 
to lend a hand to help with Home-
coming. All people wanting to help 
are gratefully accepted.  

The table on page eight con-
tains past show statistics. Where 
“NA” appears, we were unable to 

one day Oldsmobile show in the 
world”. As it turned out back in 
1997, our Chapter did not have 
the responsibility of hosting the 
Oldsmobile Centennial. However, 
many of our Chapter members 
were instrumental in helping 
Oldsmobile host that amazing 
show, and it would not have been 
nearly as successful without the 
knowledge gained from the R. E. 
Olds Chapter hosting their own 
Oldsmobile Homecoming show.   
The Oldsmobile Homecoming is a 
very important part of our Chap-
ter history.  

[Editor’s Note: A BIG Thank You 
to Ken and Marsha Nicholas, Joe and 
Shirley Place, Don and Eva Cooper, 
Doug and Judy Badgley, and Ashley 
Jones, who have been key contribu-
tors over the years in the success of 
the Oldsmobile Homecoming show .] 

Homecoming|Cont. from page 8  

The 150 year celebration of the incorpo-
ration of the City of Lansing Parade will be 
held on Saturday May 16th, 2009, at 
11:00am. If you would like 
to participate with your 
Oldsmobile or REO vehicle, 
please contact Mike Ross by 
5:00pm Wednesday, April 
8th, 2009. Mike need’s the 
following information for 
each vehicle: make, model,  
and year , along with your 
name. The Committee 
really wants our vehicles in 
this parade. PLEASE JOIN WITH MIKE IN THIS 
SPECIAL EVENT.  

Calling all Oldsmobiles - Join the Parade! 

Comparing our Chapter’s official shirts. Shirt on left 
is one of the first  shirts used by the Chapter, while 
shirt on the right is our current-day Chapter shirt. 

The RE Olds Chapter 25th Anniversary 
logo shown on page 7 will soon be available 
for purchase as a 3 inch patch which can be 
sewn on your Chapter jacket. Watch this 
newsletter and our Chapter web site, 
www.reolds.org for availability. 
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COPY OF OUR CHAPTER’S CHARTER 
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I  recently purchased 
my twenty fifth 

Oldsmobile, a 1967 Cutlass Con-
vertible. E-Bay is where I spend 
much time looking for that special 
deal and just the right car for the 
price I want to pay. In Early Sep-
tember I spotted several Oldsmo-
bile's for sale from a collection with 
No Reserve - my kind of deal. 
Looking at the 
pictures of  the 
cars in the collec-
tion, it was obvi-
ous this guy had 
some beauties. 
Sixty Three cars 
were sold on E-
Bay and I held 
out for the last 
one to be sold.  

Not being an 
expert on bidding 
at auctions, I have 
lost a lot of items 
for not bidding 
enough, or some-
one else over-bidding me at the last 
few seconds of the auction.  Well, it 
happened again with this Cutlass 
that I had waited weeks to come up 
for auction. I entered my bid with 
only ten seconds remaining in the 
auction, thinking I was high enough 
over the previous bid to win the 
car. As normal, he had a higher bid 
than mine and the auction ended. I 
was crushed for loosing this car 
that I had waited for and lost be-
cause I didn't have time to resubmit 
another bid.  

Thanksgiving day we had just 
returned home from a down state 

six hundred and fifty miles in rain.  

We finally reached our destina-
tion at noon on Monday, loaded the 
car, completed the transaction, and 
sorted through two buildings of 
Oldsmobile parts; it was like a 
candy store. We were able to find a 
few items relating to my vehicle; the 
rest will be offered on e-bay in the 
near future.  

The weather was changing fast 
and  for the worst, so we began our 

return journey at 2 pm, heading 
East on I-80. We reached mid-
Illinois by dark, and stayed over-
night after a very long day. It rained 
all night, and we started driving 
home the next morning in some 
really bad road conditions. Numer-
ous accidents along the way made 
for a very stressful trip; however, 
we arrived in Harrison at 4 pm, and  
to a 15 inch snowfall. After some 
complications un-loading the car we 
had the Cutlass home and in the 
garage.  

Dave Sanders 

Number Twenty-five 
family dinner and I opened my e-
mail to find an alert from E-Bay. I 
was given a  second chance, a 24 
hour Buy-It-Now option, as the 
winning bidder was unable to meet 
the required payment rules speci-
fied. I had a million questions and 
no one to talk to. None of my e-
mail was being returned because of 
the holiday weekend. Running out 
of time and options, I did what I 
thought was best for me to secure 
that car, I hit BUY-IT-NOW.  

On Monday, I made contact 
with the seller and made some 
plans for funds and pick-up. The 
down payment was to be made in 
24 hours, with the balance paid in 
cash within ten days of purchase. 
My friend Jack McNutt offered to 
drive his Yukon to pick up the car, 
if I could borrow a trailer. With one 
phone call, we had the equipment 
to make the trip to Iowa. After re-
arranging appointments, our sched-
ule was clear to leave on Sunday 
Dec. 7th with a very un-favorable 
weather forecast for the next week.  
We traveled the first one hundred 
miles in snow and ice,  and the next 



Rocket Review 

March ~ April  2009 
Page 12 

T h e  H o m e c o m i n g 
committee has met and 

made a lot of progress. There are 
many new members on the 
committee this year, which helps to 
generate new ideas.  The 2009 
Homecoming show wi l l  be 
celebrating 60 years of the Rocket 
V8 engines. Ken Nicholas has been 
working on that theme, developing 
images representing this idea which 
will be displayed on our t-shirts, 
dash plaques, and printed material.   

The BIG NEWS: our flyers 
have been printed and mailed  to 
past  registrants of the  2006 
through 2008 Homecoming shows. 
That mailing contained 1,167 flyers! 
A special "thanks" to everyone who 
attended the February Chapter 
meeting and helped assemble flyers 
to mail. If you have not received a 
flyer, contact Don Cooper at  
5 1 7 - 2 9 0 - 7 4 5 5  o r 
oldshomecoming@aol.com. Flyers  
may also be viewed and printed 
from our Chapter website at 
reolds.org  If you have received 
your flyer, SEND IT to Ed Shand. 
He is anxiously waiting to process 
your registration. As of January 21st, 
he has only received two 
registrations!  

Can you help distribute 
Homecoming flyers? Are you 
planning to attend a swap meet or 
car show? Whether it is in Michigan, 
or any other state, take some flyers 
with you and hand them out. Put 
them on every Oldsmobile you see 
and hand them to the vendors. 
Promotion is an important part of 
our show. Ads are sent to other 

done. If you have extra time and 
would like to help with the project, 
please contact either Mike or Troy.  

Activities at the Homecoming 
show are always a challenge. We try 
to provide our guest with a variety 
of activities. The "Best Olds-Related 
Tattoo" contest was added a couple 
of years ago, and has been a source 
of amusing entertainment. Last year 
we added the "Price is Right" 
grocery game. Participants were 
asked to guess the cost of the bag of 
groceries on display. The person 
coming closest to the value without 
going over won the groceries. We 
will again be offering this activity in 
2009. New for 2009 is a 50/50 
raffle. Tickets will be sold, and at a 
designated time, we will draw a 
winning ticket number. The person 
holding the winning ticket will 
receive half the cash collected from 
the ticket sales. Other activities 
guests will enjoy include an hour of 
games for kids, and the ever-popular 
foreign car engine blow up. There is 
something for everybody at the 
Homecoming show; that is why it 
continues to be a big success.  

They say it takes a village to 
raise a child . . . it takes our entire 
Chapter to host the Homecoming 
show. Please plan to volunteer on 
show day, and if you have spare 
time before the event, call Ken 
Nicholas at 517-663-2397. Ask him 
what tasks you can do, and help 
make Homecoming 2009 a big 
success. 

club publications, national and area 
auto publications, but the best 
source of advertising is each of you. 
Spread the "word" and the flyers; 
let’s make sure every Oldsmobile 
owner knows about our show. 
Contact Ashley Jones at 517-645-
7366 to get flyers.  

We have three hotels 
sponsoring our show this year. Each 
hotel has paid $250 to be listed on 
our flyer and website. The Comfort 
Inn (formerly the Amerihost) is 
located closest to the show, and 
offers a room rate of $89.99.  Best 
Western Midway has undergone 
extensive remodeling and their rate 
is $85. New this year is the 
Sheraton Hotel on Creyts Road at 
I-496. This upscale hotel is offering 
rooms for $89. All prices are plus 
taxes. If you need a hotel during the 
Homecoming, please support our 
sponsored hotels and reserve early.  

A registration gift has been 
selected this year - a dial-indicator 
tire pressure gauge. The first 500 
cars registered and the first 100 
vendors will receive the gift, which 
has the Homecoming logo on the 
backside. The logo disc was bought 
separate from the gauge and will be 
inserted into the gauge. Several 
members have helped with this 
assembly.  

The Chapter equipment 
trailer resides at Troy Collins’ 
house, and he  and Mike Ross have 
been going through the trailer and 
sorting. Mike plans to work on 
upgrading our signs, and will decide 
whether we need more of them. 
This is a big task, but needs to be 

17th Annual Oldsmobile Homecoming ~ June 20, 2009 
By Judy Badgley  
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Continued page 14 | see Minutes 

2. Operating Budget: 

3. Special Events Budget: 

Secretaries Report: 
The minutes of the general session 
meeting for November 2008 were 
presented to the membership and 
opened for discussion. Troy Collins 
motioned to accept the minutes as 
read.  Jim Harsant seconded the 
motion. The membership approved 
the motion. 
Newsletter Report: Wayne Mason:  
The deadline for this month is Friday 
the 5th.  It is well on the way and 
there is still a need for articles for 
future newsletters. 

 Wayne is changing the password 
for the members only part of the web 
site.  The new password is: 
mr739v2s 

Membership Chairman Report: 
Don Cooper:  No report for this 
meeting  

1. New Applications: 

2. Member retention letters/calls 

3. Social Events/outings 

OCA Chapter Representative 
Report:  Eva Cooper:  If membership 
dues are due in January, please pay in 
December so we can meet the 
compliance requirements. 

1. Compliance Report: 

2. Member Retention letters/calls 

Old Business:  
1. Homecoming:  Ken Nicholas 
reported there would be blue T- 
shirts.  The next meeting is the 
second Wednesday in January at 
Ken’s house. 

Recap the totals 

New Business:  

1. Archive Report: none 

2. As of January 1st Troy will be the 
new treasurer. 

3. Ken Nicholas thanked the 
membership for their support 
during his illness.  

 

President, Vicki May called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 PM. There 
were 25 present at the meeting.  
There were no guests. Jim Murphy 
attended for the first time as a  new 
member. 

Presidents Report:  
1. Vicki welcomed the members and 
thanked all for attending.  Vicki asked 
the membership if they had any 
stories.  Tom Hummer has his car in 
the 2009 calendar. 

Board Meeting Items:  Decided for 
2009 to have quarterly meetings, Jan, 
April, July, October and December.  
Members are encouraged to bring 
items to the board and if necessary a 
special meeting will be called.  All 
General Session meetings will be the 
first Tuesday of the month.  The 
board appointed Don Cooper as 
Membership Coordinator, Wayne 
Mason as Newsletter Editor, and Troy 
Collins as By-Laws Coordinator. 

Vice Presidents Report:   
1. Harry Emmons: No report for 
this session. 

Treasurers Report: 
1. Dave Violetta reported The 
balance on hand as of 10/31/2008 was 
$20,068.28.  Revenues for the month 
were $1216.54.  Expenses for the 
month were $2917.23.  The balance 
on hand as of 11/30/2008 was 
$18,367.59.  Chris Hemminger moved 
to accept the treasurers’ report as 
read. Wayne Mason seconded the 
motion.  The membership approved 
the motion. 

Secretary’s 
Report 

R.E. Olds Chapter General 
Session Meeting 

December 2, 2008 President, Vicki May called the 
meeting to order at 7 PM.  Vicki 
presented the gift certificate to Ashley 
Jones for being the 2008 member of 
the year. There were 21 present at 
the meeting.  There was one guest. 

Presidents Report:  

1. Vicki welcomed the members and 
guest for attending.  We all 
introduced ourselves to the group.  

2. Board Meeting Items:  there was a 
brief meeting of the board prior to 
the General Session Meeting and the 
Board approved the 2009 Chapter 
budget with amendments as 
presented.  The budget will be 
presented to the membership at the 
February 2009 meeting. 

Vice Presidents Report:   

1. Harry Emmons There was no 
report as Harry was absent. 

Treasurers Report:   

1. Troy Collins: The balance on hand 
as of 11/30/2008 was $18,367.59.  
Revenues for the month were 
$161.98.  Expenses for the month 
were $571.79.  The balance on hand 
as of 12/31/2008 was $17,957.78.  
Mike Ross moved to accept the 
treasurers' report as read. Chris 
Hemminger seconded the motion.  
The membership approved the 
motion.  

2. Operating Budget: Net income for 
2008 was $235.19. 

R.E. Olds Chapter Annual  
Meeting & Banquet 

January 6, 2009 

Motion to Adjourn: 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was 
made by Harry Emmons and 
supported by Don Cooper.  The 
motion was carried. 
Respectfully submitted: Ed. Shand, 
Secretary. 

There were no expenditures 
approved at this meeting. 
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Secretaries Report: 

  The minutes of the general session 
meeting were presented to the 
membership and opened for 
discussion.  Jim Harsant motioned to 
accept the minutes as read.  Chris 
Hemminger seconded the motion. 
The membership approved the 
motion. 

Newsletter Report: Vicki May 
reported for Wayne Mason who was 
absent.  The new password for the 
member's only site is changed.  We 
have two new sponsors,  Insti Print 
and Johnson's speed shop.  We need 
some more articles for the 
newsletter. 

Membership Chairman Report: 
Don Cooper There was no report as 
Don was absent 

1. New Applications:  

2. Member retention letters/calls 

3. Social Events/outings 

OCA Chapter Representative 
Report:  Eva Cooper - There was no 
report as Eva was absent. 

1. Compliance Report:   

2. Member Retention letters/calls   

Old Business:  

1. Homecoming:   The next meeting is 
next Wednesday January 14, 2009, at 
Ken's house  at 6:30PM. 

2. There is a need to provide Dave 
Violetta with any pertinent Chapter 
material for the archive files. 

3. Recap the totals: There is one 
registration for the 2009 
Homecoming show and two shirts 
ordered. 

New Business:  

1. Mike Ross: Saturday, May 16th City 
of Lansing celebration.  Additional 
information to follow.  There may be 
an opportunity for the Chapter to 
show our cars and enter the parade. 
There is information on the web site 
www.Lansing150.com.  There was a 
discussion to have a Chapter event 
and perhaps a float in the parade.  
Willis would take on the chairmanship 
of the committee if decided to go 
forth with the float idea.  Vicki will 
contact Debra at the museum to 
determine the Museum's involvement. 

2. Troy: Visited Doug and Judy at 
home.  Doug is doing well.   

3. Ashley Jones:  A set of glasses are 
for sale in the Lansing State Journal if 
anyone is interested. 

4. Vicki has some membership forms 
available if needed. 

Motion to Adjourn: 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was 
made by Mike Ross and supported by 
Max Hineman.  The motion was 
carried. 

Respectfully submitted: Ed. Shand, 
Secretary. 

There were no expenditures 
approved at this meeting. 

R.E. Olds Name Badge Order Form 

Name:_______________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________ 

City: _______________ State: _______ Zip_________ 

Print Name(s) below exactly how you want 

it to appear on your name badge.  

1.____________________________________________ 

2.____________________________________________ 

3.____________________________________________ 

 
 

Magnetic 
attachment is 

standard. 

If you want 

pin attachment 

check box 
below. 

No. badges ordered _____ x $5.00 = _________ 

  Add shipping     _________ 

($1.50 per order) 

Total                 _________ 

Please make checks payable to: R.E. Olds Chapter I will pick up badge at monthly meeting.       Or, Please mail badges to me. 

Please send order form along with check 
or money order to: 

Ron Severance 
2233 Hampden Dr. 
Lansing, MI 48911-1636 

Minutes|Cont. from page 13  
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R.E. Olds Chapter Polo Shirt / Jacket Order Form 

Shirt Orders 
Available sizes:  S    M    L    XL    2X    3X  (specify below) 

Your Name:___________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________ 

City: ________________________ State: _______ Zip_________ 

 

Jacket Orders 
Available sizes:  S    M    L    XL    2X    3X  4X (specify below) 

Print Name below exactly how you want it to appear 
on your jacket front.  

___________________________________________ 
Check here if you do NOT want your name 
embroidered on the jacket front. 

Jacket Specs 

• 100%  NYLON TASLAN 

• ZIPPER FRONT 

• SET-IN SLEEVES 

• FLEECE-LINED COLLAR  

• MADE IN USA 

Please make checks payable to:  
R.E. Olds Chapter 
 

Please send order form along with 
check or money order to: 

R.E. Olds Chapter 
Attn: Judy Badgley 
4631 Doane Hwy 
Potterville, MI 48876-8744 

Item Amount 

White shirt ($25)    

Maroon shirt ($25)    

Add $2 for 2X  

Add $3 for 3X  

Add shipping 
($5 per order)  

Size 

 

 

 

 

 

Quantity 

 

 

 

 

 

 Shirt Total     

Polo Shirt Specs 

• Quality Polo shirt (white or maroon) with 
Chapter logo, approx. 3” high, embroidered 
on top left chest.  

• Jerzees brand, 2-button, 50/50 poly cotton 
with stain resistant finish offered at Chapter 
cost in men’s sizes below. 

Note: If you plan to pick up your shirt or 
jacket from Judy, you do not need to 
include shipping costs in your order. 

If you plan to pick up your order from 
Judy, Check here 

Quantity Item Amount Size 

 
Lightweight Lined 

($80)     

 
Heavyweight Lined 

($90)     

 Add $5 for 2X, 3X, 4X     

 
Add shipping 
($5 per order)   

 Jacket Total     

Grand Total for 
Shirts/Jackets $ 
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Thank Our Sponsors - Support them with your support! 

March ~ April 2009 Rocket Review 

http://www.reolds.org 

R.E.  OLDS  CH APTE R  
OLDS MOBILE CLUB OF AME RICA 
P.O.  BOX 8 010 1  
LANSING,  MI 48908- 0101  


