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By-Laws Coordinator 
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Board members are elected for a one-year 
period of time at the Annual Banquet 
Meeting. Officers assume their office 
beginning January 1st of the subsequent year 
in which they are elected.  
 
 
General Club meetings are held on the 
1st Tuesday of the month at various 
locations, but usually at the R. E. Olds 
Museum in Lansing. Contact Vicki 
May at the number shown above for 
more information. 

 

Editor’s message……. 
 
I appreciate all of the nice comments I have received about the newsletter, it’s 
always nice to hear. I also appreciate the article submissions that have been 
coming in. I will continue to assemble the publication as long as you keep 
sending me information to use.  
 
You may have noticed the Rocket Classifieds section. This is something new I 
am trying and I am getting a good response. The first item that was listed in the 
last newsletter sold within 2 days of the newsletter mailing. Check out this 
section in this newsletter, there are more Oldsmobile goodies listed. If you have 
Oldsmobile related items you want listed send the ad to me and I will get it in 
the next newsletter. Include your contact information with the ad.  
 
Also in this newsletter is an article about what is new at the R. E. Olds Museum. 
A lot of positive changes are going on there these days. On the back page with 
our paid advertisers is an ad for the Museum that includes membership 
information. Take a minute to join the Museum, membership allows you free 
admission, discounts on gift shop merchandise and their quarterly newsletter. 
Your check also helps support the Museum.   
 

Send newsletter info to Judy Badgley at djbadgley@gmail.com  
or 4631 Doane Hwy., Potterville, MI 48876 

 
The Chapter is still looking for someone to volunteer to be the full-time 
Editor of the Rocket Review. This newsletter is a major resource for 
staying in touch with our members. Many do not live near enough to 
attend the monthly meetings. Communication is very important to 
keeping our Club going. Please volunteer to help. If you don’t want to 
commit to doing ALL of the issues please step up to do maybe a single 
issue. The newsletters are scheduled to be mailed near the first of January, 
March, May, July, September, November.  
For additional information contact President Vicki May and tell 
her you will do an issue and which one you would like to do. 
 

President’s message….. 
 
As I write this, we have a winter storm watch for 6-10 inches of snow; it is still 
winter so I won’t complain too loud.  We’ve had a pretty easy winter so far. 
 

In spite of the snow coming down, I’m going to 
“think Spring”.  That is thanks to Hummer’s, who 
have once again invited the Chapter to join them 
for the Memorial Day (May 28) parade in 
Dimondale, and a potluck picnic at their house. 
This is always a fun activity with good friends, 
good food, and beautiful cars. Let’s make this one 
of many gatherings for Chapter members. We will 
have details in the next newsletter.  

 
Stay warm……..and enjoy the journey.     
 
Vicki 
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NEWSWORTHY    CHAPTER    “STUFF
 

R. E. Olds Chapter 
Calendar of Events 

Join other Olds friends, attend our Chapter 
meetings, held the first Tuesday of each 
month, 7pm at the R. E. Olds Museum in 
Lansing, Michigan.  
April- 
3 Chapter Meeting, 7 PM 

R. E. Olds Museum 
Chapter member Jerry Garfield  
will demonstrate what judges 
look for when they check your car.   

May- 
1 Chapter Meeting 7 PM 

R. E. Olds Museum 
Guest Speaker Dick Gratz former tire 
and wheel engineer with GM 
 

28 Memorial Day parade & picnic 
Dimondale, MI 
Tom & Jan Hummer 517-646-6633 

June- 
15 5pm Olds Homecoming Set-up 

5:30 pm Cruise-in to Dimondale 
 
16 9am-3pm Olds Homecoming  

3:30pm Cruise-in to Eaton Rapids 
 
20-23 National Antique Olds Club 

Annual Car Show & Swap 
Columbus, IN 

 www.antiqueolds.org 
July- 
4-7 Olds Club of America 

Annual Car Show & Swap 
DesMoines, IA 
www.oldsclubofiowa.com 

 
28 Car Capital Car Show 

Lansing, MI 
www.reoldsmuseum.org 

August- 
25 28th Street Cruise 

Car Show & Cruise 
Grand Rapids,MI 

September- 
9 Beekman Car Show 

Lansing, MI 
www.carsandbikesforspecialkids.org 

 
Mark your calendar to participate  

 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Dave & Debra Hilliard 
South Haven, MI 
1970 442 W30 

 
Mike & Sandy Salerno 

Concord, Ontario CANADA 
1969 Cutlass S Convertible 
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What is Happening at the R. E. Olds Museum……. 
 

   The R. E. Olds Chapter kicked 
off the New Year with their 
monthly meeting January 3, 2012. 
In addition to the regular business 
meeting we had a special guest 
speaker. Bill Adcock, R. E. Olds 
Museum President of the Board of 
Directors, was invited to tell our 
members about the museum and 
what changes were happening.  
The museum board, knowing they 
had financial difficulties, made 
changes to the full-time and part-
time staff in late 2011.   
On December 31, 2011, at 
midnight, Mr. Adcock and the 
museum’s board of directors 
received notice that both the executive 
director and the office manager had 
resigned.  The recent changes to the staff 
positions and health and family issues 
were cited as reasons for their 
resignations.  Mr. Adcock was shocked by 
their resignations. 
Deborah Horstik had served as Executive 
Director since 1997.  Under her 
leadership, the museum expanded the 
quality and scope of its collections and 
exhibits.  She also helped the museum 
participate in numerous activities related 
to the Lansing community’s 
transportation history. 
He assured our group that the museum 
will remain open and will be staffed by 
volunteers for the present time.  
 Bill Adcock, in his fourth year as 
museum board president, reported the 
following information regarding the status 
of the R. E. Olds Transportation Museum: 
A. The financial stability of the museum 

is down from a few years ago. We 
lost GM / Oldsmobile financial 
support and revenue is down due to 
the negative economy. The museum 
is solvent at this time.  

B. Numerous committees of board 
members were formed for fundraising 
activities.        

C. They are looking for a new Executive 
Officer which may take six months or 
so.  Their board is not in a hurry to 
name a person to take over the 
position as they want to develop a 
firm plan for the direction of the 
museum and select the right person 
for the position. 

D. The ultimate vision: Replace the 
building with a modern attractive 
facility. This would take millions of 

dollars.  Because there are no 
historical museum’s in Lansing,  
perhaps we could work with the city 
to establish a historical museum as a 
joint venture. The city of Lansing 
would be the larger partner and, 
therefore, there might be some grant 
money available.       

E. Form a partnership with the local GM 
plants for plant tours, as a drawing 
card for tourism, and include other 
businesses also. 

F. The organization chart of the 
museum consists of up to 24 board 
members. There are currently 16 
serving.   

G. In the past, the museum CEO, 
Deborah reported directly to the 
president of the museum board. 

H. The R. E. Olds Museum needs 
money, a facility, and needs a good 
leadership team to make it work.  The 
museum board has assigned 
committees to determine the future 
direction of the museum.    

I. The new 2012 raffle car has arrived. 
It is a red 1967 Cutlass convertible, in 
original condition, with lots of 
literature and documentation.   Tripp 
Auto Body has volunteered to repaint 
the car, as a donation, and will also 
film a commercial for their business 
in the museum as an additional way 
to promote themselves and the 
museum.   

Bill then asked Chapter members if they 
had any questions for him.  

A. What is our Chapter vision with 
the museum? The operation of the 
museum is solvent for the short term.  
The museum is not going to close. 
The museum must be involved with 

the various car clubs.  
Currently these clubs are being 
excluded from association with 
the museum. There should be a 
liaison between the museum 
and the clubs.  Bill stated that 
all car clubs will be contacted 
by the museum within the next 
30 days. 

B. The museum has 
never been involved 
with the Oldsmobile 
Homecoming. Are 
you going to rectify 
this? The museum is 
planning to use this 
venue to have a lot of 

interaction with the largest 
Oldsmobile show in the country. 

C. In the past, it seems as though 
the museum board has not been 
involved with the daily 
operations or running of the 
museum but was leaving it up 
itself to operate? The Board now 
has direction and will be more 
involved with the overall 
museum operations and 
activities. 

Bill then provided his phone number and 
email address for anyone that wanted to 
become more involved or had additional 
questions.  
Cell phone number 517-202-6070 
Email: Pilot2000@aol.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The R. E. Olds Museum is initiating a 
fundraiser of a 2013 calendar. This calendar 
will have photos of Oldsmobiles on every 
page. If you have a photo of your Olds or of 
you and your Olds that you would like to 
submit for consideration, please follow 
these instructions before May 1, 2012.  
 
Send a copy of the photo via USPS to: 

R. E. Olds Museum Calendar 
240 Museum Dr. 

Lansing, MI 48933 
Or electronically to: 

autos@reoldsmuseum.org 
 

Photos will not be returned 
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Front Wheeling with Joe Pohl 
 

   Last summer I received an invitation 
for my 1966 Toronado to participate in 
the Auburn Cord Duesenberg (ACD) 
Club Annual Meet Labor Day Weekend. 
They were doing a tribute to Gordon 
Buehrig and the front-wheel drive cars. 
John Beltz, General Manager of 
Oldsmobile was inspired by a Cord and 
initiated the design of the Toronado. The 
Toronado is referred to as a “cousin” of 
the Cord.  They wanted to include the 
most well known American front-wheel 
drive car in the celebration and my car 
was selected to participate. Needless to 

say I quickly accepted the invitation and 
made plans to go to Auburn, IN for 
Labor Day weekend.  
   The day arrived for us to head south. 
Barb, our daughter Beverly and her 
husband Brett and myself piled all of our 
stuff in the Toronado and away we went. 
We drove 135 miles to the show site at a 
comfortable 75-mph.  
   The show was set in a beautifully 
wooded park and the area soon filled 
with Auburns, Cords and Duese’s from 
all years of production. About 130 of 
those cars were on display and only 1 
Toronado.  

   We did the usual car show visiting and 
swapping stories for 3-4 hours. Then it 
was time for the parade. All of the 
vehicles on display lined up and paraded 
through downtown Auburn and ended up 
parked around the Courthouse Square. 
There we were on display again as more 
people viewed the classy cars on display.  
   After another hour or so we were ready 
to head back to Lansing, the hometown 
of our car. We drove back the same way 
we came…. 135 miles at about 75-mph! 
It was a fantastic day and a great 
experience.  

 
ROCKET CLASSIFIEDS 

NEEDED: wheel(rim) for a 67 442 spare tire FOR SALE: 67 
Cutlass headlight bezel, $25; 64-67 Cutlass/442 aluminum 
Fisher Body door sill plates for 2 door, ribbed style,$35 pr.; 
polished aluminum Offenhauser hi-rise intake manifold off a 
400,$120; Auto Zone tach, like new, $25; Auto Zone gauges, 
oil/temp/battery, like new,$25. MAKE OFFER: 68-69 442 red 
valve covers,; 67 442 radiator, 455 intake manifold. Contact  
Dennis Smith 989-682-4337 or JenandDenny@yahoo.com 
 

FOR SALE: 1965 Cutllas 2-dr post car, Laurel Mist (lt green) 
w/ dk green bucket seat int. 65K miles on original 330 C.I. 4V 
motor and trans. PS, PB, posi, AC w/520R. Repainted in 2006, 
3-time OCA 1st place winner. For photos and more details 
contact Dan Mroczka at 517-782-2602 or dem442@yahoo.com.  
 

FOR SALE: 1964 Olds 442 engine with 4-spd flywheel and 
bell housing $500; 1975 Hurst/Olds OW transmission NOS 
$500; 1968-1972 Original GM hood insulation. This is NOT the 
kind that comes all rolled up. This is the GM part #401276 
insulation that is “sandwiched” between 2 large pieces of 
cardboard, $100. No shipping, must pick up. Contact Judy 
Badgley at 517-645-7438 or djbadgley@gmail.com  
 

FOR SALE:  2002 Aurora, dark green with gold package, 
neutral leather interior, V6, sunroof, 84k miles.  Excellent 
condition - stored winters.  Scored 947 at the 2010 Olds 
Nationals.  Asking $8000. For photos and more information 
contact Don Greiner at 231-796-9265 or djg_djg@hotmail.com  

LESLIE CELEBRATES 100 YEARS 
By Doug & Judy Badgley 

 
Chapter Member Jerry Garfield was looking for a convertible 
for the Grand Marshal of the Leslie Centennial parade, 
September 24, 2012 and we volunteered our 1972 Hurst/Olds. It 
was a beautiful sunny day for the parade and we were honored 
to chauffeur Grand Marshall Wilfred Wardowski who had just 
celebrated his 99th birthday.  He was sharp as a tack and a total 
delight. The whole town knew “Whitey” and cheered and 
shouted “Happy Birthday” to him as we drove by and he was 
beaming! It was a fun day and we appreciate jerry asking us.  
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Tour of the General Motors Heritage Center by Bruce Powelson 

   The fascination with the Heritage 
Center began when this author first 
learned of it years ago.  The 
mystique and legend of this sacred 
place was high in the mind of this 
writer.  For years the anticipation 
grew stronger, but there never was 
the key /code breaker to allow 
passage to this “Ark of the Covenant 
of GMdom”.   
   When member Jerry Garfield 
mentioned the potential of such a 
visit to this sacred place, the 
Pavlovian response was great.  Saliva 
salivated, heart pounded, brain froze, 
and cameras were made to the ready.  
The widow’s mite was relinquished, 
and the craving for the journey to 
begin was great. 
   Routes were planned, weather 
reports were studied, and the pony 
car whinnied. …and the journey 
began. 
   Not exactly in the location 
expected [the Warren Tech Center], 
but farther to the [?] north, the 
sanctified site of GM motordom 
unveiled itself.  Not quite 
genuflecting, but nodding our 
cephalon in respect, we entered the 
sacred temple with awe and respect. 
 

Welcome sign 
We were told we would have all the 
time we wanted to view [but do not 
touch] the wonderful displays, and 
that we could take all the pictures we 
wanted.  Several hundred artifacts 
were on display, and all looked 
show-room new.  Many original 
[first or last models of that particular 
production] models were there, along 
with a substantial number of 
prototypes, and an incredible number 
of Concept Vehicles. 

Chapter Pres 
Vicki  & Wayne 

May 
  The 
incredible 
Harley Earl 
Buick Y Job 
was there.  
Years ago 
this writer 
had had the 
opportunity 
to sit in the 
car at the 
Sloan Museum.  Now, this concept 
of all concepts was here, preserved 
and available for all who visit this 
shrine to see and enjoy.  
And then…the incredible 
and beautiful LeSabre was 
present in all its glory.  
Alas, a request to have the 
hood [bonnet if you are a 
Brit] opened to see the 
marvelous machinery was 
denied.  Tears.  The 
Cadillac Cyclone, another 
that we had had the pleasure to up-
close witness at Sloan, was pointedly 
there.  Dagmar would be proud. 
   Gathered in their clutch were the 
three turbined Firebirds, cars of awe 
and mystery from the early 
50s.  Stalagmites were 
forming from the drool that 
was dripping. 
   The “wowser” 2003 
Cadillac Sixteen was 
present in its stately regal 
elegance, reminding us of 
Cadillac’s glorious 1930s 
past with V-12 and V-16 
engines.  Asked if he’d ever 
driven it, the attendant replied yes, 
but its transmission for the 1,000hp 
engine was temperamental. 
   Several Indy 500 Pace Cars were 
evident, and one must think they 

were planning their own exclusive 
competition—perhaps at night.  We 
all know what happens in the 
nighttime in the museum. 
   The various sharks were circling, 
with both the Mako and the Manta 
Ray, along with their Sting Ray 
cousins, nipping at unsuspecting 
legs, and the Aerovette was ready to 
take flight. 
   Toronado Numero Uno, once a 
visitor at the R. E. Olds Museum was 
there, welcoming old friends and 
acquaintances and greeting 
newcomers. 
 

   The 1977 GM Motorhome, 
powered be an Oldsmobile Toronado 
engine, was ready and waiting to 
transport us all on an inspirational 
holiday. 
    

   Buick’s 1972 Silver Arrow III had 
its bow pointed to unsuspecting 
visitors reminding them to mind their 
manners.  It was not loaded with an 
arrow from Cupid’s quiver. 

 
   Unfortunately the 1966 
Chevrolet Caribe 4-door 
convertible was not on display, 
another minor disappointment.  
As a true Dieselphile, it was 
disappointing that no 5.0l 
Diesel was on display.  At the 
end, this person made a 
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comment to the hostess about that 
particular shortcoming, and she said 
duly noted, or words to that effect.  
My personal comment is that even 
though that particular engine was 
bad-mouthed by many, it was an 
important contribution to motordom 
in the late 70s and early 80s.  That 
was a time when we all were 
concerned about energy use, mileage, 
and ability to travel.  My personal 
experience with a 1979 Toronado 
Diesel for about 100,000 miles was  
“interesting”. 

Our fearless leader Jerry Garfield The day drew to a close much too 
soon, with many vehicles not yet 
photographed.  This writer was 
literally the last of our group out of 
the display area, but all good things 
must come to an end. 
   Looking forward to the next time 
to witness and pay tribute to this 
changing and important collection of 
American automobilia.  The Mustang 
galloped home, savoring the 
wonderful memories of time that was 
and times that were. 
 

 
Happy Birthday 
To You… 
 
March 
4 Doris 

Harsant 
5 Max Hineman 
7 Ed Shand 
8 Troy Collins 
10 Howard Silcox 

Sharon Brehm 
14 Brian Ford 

Phyllis Shorman 
19 Chris Gross 
20 Maggie Hilliard 
24 Joyce Ford 
26 Mary Beth Greiner 
30 Ray Irvine 

Denise James 
April 
2 Rita Violetta 
8 Gary Walker 
11 Ron Severence 

Tom VanPelt 
12 Mary Andrzejewski 
17 Doug Badgley 
26 Al Burnett 

Ruth Calkins 
Robert Behrenwald 

30 Sharon McNutt 
 
       Celebrate! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oldsmobile Homecoming    
June 16, 2012 

 
The Homecoming show will be here before 
you know it. As you can see by our new 
logo designed by Wayne Mason, this is our 
20th year for hosting the Homecoming 
show. Ken and Marsha Nicholas along with 
Don and Eva Cooper are guiding a group of hard working committee members.  
 
The registration gift this year will be a red and black car blanket that folds into its own 
red carrying cover. The cover will have the new logo on it. This item is a special gift to 
celebrate our 20th year.  
 
There will be some additions and some changes this year at Homecoming.  
1. We will have some new signage to direct participants. This is ongoing process to 

upgrade our signs, Mike Ross is overseeing this project. 
2. Trailer parking is going to be in a new location to allow more area for visitor 

parking. Chris Heminger is organizing this parking 
3. Our feature vehicle this year is the 1953 GM Futurliner. This is an amazing 

vehicle that has been painstakingly restored. The group that has dedicated so many 
hours to this vehicle will be on hand with many historical photos and videos. They 
also are glad to answer questions. This is a great attraction for our show.  

4. In addition to the awards we have presented in the last few years, we will be 
presenting an award that has been selected by a group of about 15 kids aged 8-15 
years old. This is a program that has been initiated by Hagerty Insurance. They are 
providing a kit that is to be used for the selection. The kit includes t-shirts, hats, 
scoring cards and nametags for the kids. The kids will “judge” about 6-8 cars. 
Since this is our first year to do this, we are going to use Chapter member cars for 
them to judge. If you are interested in volunteering your car for this, please contact 
Judy Badgley at 517-645-7438 for details.  

 
Speaking of volunteering……..it takes our entire Chapter membership + to put on this 
car show. Please check your schedule and contact Judy now to volunteer to work the 
show. We need help on Friday night with set-up and then help is needed on Saturday 
from 6am to 4pm. We need everybody to volunteer a couple of hours during the day. 
To get your choice of jobs, contact Judy at 517-645-7438 or email 
djbadgley@gmail.com as soon as possible.   
 
The registration forms have been mailed. Registrar, Ed Shand, is standing by waiting 
to process your registration for Homecoming. Send yours in today. 
 
MAKE  PLANS TO ATTEND  THE LARGEST OLDS SHOW IN THE WORLD 
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History of Car Radios sent from Wayne Mason 
 
A GM friend sent me this article about 
the origin of car radios. I did some 
checking and the facts seem to be 
accurate.  
CAR TUNES: Radios are so much a 
part of the driving experience that it 
seems like cars have always had them.  
But they didn't. 
Here's the story.  
SUNDOWN 
One evening in 
1929, two young 
men named 
William Lear 
and Elmer 
Wavering drove 
their girlfriends 
to a lookout 
point high above 
the Mississippi 
River town of 
Quincy, Illinois, 
to watch the 
sunset.  It was a 
romantic night to 
be sure, but one 
of the women 
observed that it 
would be even 
nicer if they 
could listen to music in the car.  
   Lear and Wavering liked the idea.  
Both men had tinkered with radios.  
Lear had served as a radio operator in 
the U. S. Navy during World War I 
and it wasn't long before they were 
taking apart a home radio and trying to 
get it to work in a car.  But it wasn't as 
easy as it sounds: automobiles have 
ignition switches, generators, spark 
plugs, and other electrical equipment 
that generate noisy static interference, 
making it nearly impossible to listen to 
the radio when the engine was running.  
   SIGNING ON One by one, Lear and 
Wavering identified and eliminated 
each source of electrical interference.  
When they finally got their radio to 
work, they took it to a radio 
convention in Chicago.  There they 
met Paul Galvin, owner of Galvin 
Manufacturing Corporation.  He made 
a product called a battery eliminator, a 
device that allowed battery-powered 
radios to run on household AC current.  
But as more homes were wired for 
electricity, more radio manufacturers 
made AC-powered radios.  Galvin 
needed a new product to manufacture.  

When he met Lear and Wavering at the 
radio convention, he found it.  He 
believed that mass-produced, 
affordable car =radios had the potential 
to become a huge business.  
   Lear and Wavering set up shop in 
Galvin's factory, and when they  

 

1956 Oldsmobile radio 
perfected their first radio, they 
installed it in his Studebaker.  Then 
Galvin went to a local banker to apply 
for a loan.  Thinking it might sweeten 
the deal, he had his men install a radio 
in the banker's Packard.  Good idea, 
but it didn't work - half an hour after 
the installation, the banker's Packard 
caught on fire. (They didn't get the 
loan.)  
   Galvin didn't give up.  He drove his 
Studebaker nearly 800 miles to 
Atlantic City to show off the radio at 
the 1930 Radio Manufacturers 
Association convention.  Too broke to 
afford a booth, he parked the car 
outside the convention hall and 
cranked up the radio so that passing 
conventioneers could hear it.  That 
idea worked and he got enough orders 
to put the radio into production.  
   WHAT'S IN A NAME That first 
production model was called the 5T71.  
Galvin decided he needed to come up 
with something a little catchier.  In 
those days, many companies in the 
phonograph and radio businesses used 
the suffix "ola" for their names.  

Radiola, Columbiola, and Victrola 
were three of the biggest.  Galvin 
decided to do the same thing, and since 
his radio was intended for use in a 
motor vehicle, he decided to call it the 
Motorola.  
   But even with the name change, the 

radio still had 
problems.  When 
Motorola went on sale 
in 1930, it cost about 
$110 uninstalled, at a 
time when you could 
buy a brand-new car 
for $650, and the 
country was sliding 
into the Great 
Depression. (By that 
measure, a radio for a 
new car would cost 
about $3,000 today.)  
   In 1930, it took two 
men several days to 
put in a car radio - the 
dashboard had to be 
taken apart so that the 
receiver and a single 
speaker could be 
installed, and the 
ceiling had to be cut 

open to install the antenna.  These 
early radios ran on their own batteries, 
not on the car battery, so holes had to 
be cut into the floorboard to 
accommodate them.  The installation 
manual had eight complete diagrams 
and 28 pages of instructions.  
   HIT THE ROAD Selling 
complicated car radios that cost 20 
percent of the price of a brand-new car 
wouldn't have been easy in the best of 
times, let alone during the Great 
Depression.  Galvin lost money in 
1930 and struggled for a couple of 
years after that.  But things picked up 
in 1933 when Ford began offering 
Motorolas pre-installed at the factory.  
In 1934, they got another boost when 
Galvin struck a deal with B. F. 
Goodrich tire company to sell and 
install them in its chain of tire stores.  
By then, the price of the radio, 
installation included, had dropped to 
$55.  The Motorola car radio was off 
and running.  (The name of the 
company would be officially changed 
from Galvin Manufacturing to 
Motorola in 1947.)  
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   In the meantime, Galvin continued to 
develop new uses for car radios.  In 
1936, the same year that it introduced 
push-button tuning, it also introduced 
the Motorola Police Cruiser, a standard 
car radio that was factory preset to a 
single frequency to pick up police 
broadcasts.  In 1940 he, developed 
with the first handheld two-way radio - 
the Handie-Talkie - for the U. S. 
Army. A lot of the communications 
technologies that we take for granted 
today were born in Motorola labs in 
the years that followed World War II.  
In 1947, they came out with the first 
television to sell under $200.  In 1956, 
the company introduced the world's 
first pager; in 1969 it supplied the 

radio and television equipment that 
was used to televise Neil Armstrong's 
first steps on the Moon.  In 1973, it 
invented the world's first handheld 
cellular phone.  Today Motorola is one 
of the second-largest cell phone 
manufacturer in the world.  And it all 
started with the car radio.  
   WHATEVER HAPPENED TO? The 
two men who installed the first radio in 
Paul Galvin's car, Elmer Wavering and 
William Lear, ended up taking very 
different paths in life.  Wavering 
stayed with Motorola.  In the 1950's, 
he helped change the automobile 
experience again when he developed 
the first automotive alternator, 
replacing inefficient and unreliable 

generators.  The invention lead to such 
luxuries as power windows, power 
seats, and, eventually, air-conditioning.  
   Lear also continued inventing.  He 
holds more than 150 patents.  
Remember eight-track tape players?  
Lear invented that.  But what he's 
really famous for are his contributions 
to the field of aviation.  He invented 
radio direction finders for planes, 
aided in the invention of the autopilot, 
designed the first fully automatic 
aircraft landing system, and in 1963, 
introduced his most famous invention 
of all, the Lear Jet, the world's first 
mass-produced, affordable business 
jet.  (Not bad for a guy who dropped 
out of school after the eighth grade.)

Rarest of Oldsmobiles reprinted from John Schneider’s column 
Lansing State Journal – August 25, 2011 

Olds Rocket F-88 - 'the car that might have killed the Corvette' 
   I've lived in this 
Oldsmobile town for 34 
years now (and, yes, I'm 
aware that Oldsmobile no 
longer exists). I've owned 
four Oldsmobiles. 
   In August 1997, as part 
of Oldsmobile's 100th 
birthday celebration, I 
rode shotgun in a 3,455-
pound ambassador-red 
1941 Olds Series 68 
convertible, with an eight-
cylinder, 256-cubic inch 
flat-head engine, a Hydra-
matic transmission and a 
six- volt electrical system 
(my editors actually 
considered it work). 
   The driver, another 
passenger, and I were in the fourth 
spot of a 167-car caravan of 
Oldsmobile disciples making a holy 
pilgrimage from Matteson, Ill., to 
Lansing. It was fascinating to see how 
Oldsmobile owners from across the 
country viewed Lansing as a kind of 
mecca. 
   I lived here, and yet I had never 
heard a peep about the mysterious 
Olds Rocket F-88, until Thursday, 
when I got an email from Paul Mc- 
Conaughy of Lansing.  

Head turner "There was a time," 
McConaughy wrote, "when ... 
Oldsmobile brought pride and joy to 
the community ... I only felt the tail 
end of that, but when I ran into this 

article and these pictures, I could only 
imagine the pride this must have 
created in 1954 ... " 
I checked out the link - 
www.ritholtz.com/blog/2011/08/ 
1954-olds-rocket-worlds-rarest-
automobile/ - and instantly fell in love. 
Then I noticed the sticker price - $3.24 
million - and decided not to bother 
putting it on my Christmas list, after 
all. 
   On the website, Barry Ritholtz calls 
the F-88 "the world's rarest 
automobile," and "the car that might 
have killed the Corvette" if it ever 
went into production. 
He writes: " ... Chevrolet, being GM's 
big sales and profit division, 

campaigned to GM to 
'kill' this car. When 
Chevy was coming out 
with its six-cylinder 
sports car with its two-
speed 'powerglide' 
transmission and side 
curtains, here was a 
sports car from Olds with 
a big old V-8 and power 
windows." According to 
legend, Chevrolet won 
the argument. 
Fact and myth There's 
no shortage of 
information - fact, myth 
and speculation - on the 
Internet about the 
experimental show car. 

According to conceptcarz.com, GM 
built three Olds F-88 show cars, each 
with slight variations. The one that 
sold for $3.24 million is thought to be 
the only survivor. It was the 
centerpiece of the prestigious Barrett-
Jackson Auto Auction in Scottsdale, 
Ariz., in 2005. The buyer was John S. 
Hendricks, founder and chairman of 
Discovery Communications. 
   The F-88 now rests on a 
rotating display floor in its own 
room at the Gateway Colorado 
Automobile Museum - wishing, 
no doubt, it could stretch the legs 
of its 324-cubic-inch V-8, and 
clear the throat of its four-barrel 
carburetor. 
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“IT WAS LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT” by Jan Hummer 
 

This love story begins back on 
Friday, September 3, 2010 at the RM 
Auctions America grounds in 
Auburn, Indiana.  After walking 
through about half of the swap meet 
area with Tom, I was bored.  So, I 
headed to watch the auction while 
Tom finished looking for “treasures”.   
 
I walked into the auction building, 
and parked right in front of me was a 
beautiful burgundy convertible with 
side mounts and a rumble seat.  I did 
not know what make of car it was, 
but I knew that it had taken my 
breath away!  I walked around to the 
front of the car, and then I saw the 
Oldsmobile emblem on the grille, 
and I thought - WOW, I love this car, 
and it’s an Oldsmobile!  The car just 
could not have gotten any better. 
 
When Tom got to the auction and sat 
down beside me, my 
first words to him 
were, “I want to 
show you a beautiful 
Oldsmobile that I 
found”.  We walked 
to the car, and it 
didn’t take long for 
Tom to start looking 
the Olds over real 
good.  He found a 
few places that 
needed some work, 
but it was nothing 
that Tom couldn’t 
fix, so he became 
very interested in the 
car also. 
 
We had planned to 
be in Auburn just on 
Friday and Saturday, but of course 
the Olds had to be scheduled to go up 
for auction on Sunday.  We got home 
late Saturday afternoon and started 
doing our “homework” by way of the 
Internet, Dennis Casteele’s book and 
Helen Earley & James Walkinshaw’s 
book.  Also, Tom made a few phone 
calls to some Oldsmobile friends and 
NAOC members.  One member, who 
owns a 1933 Olds coupe, told Tom 
that he had never seen a 1933 Olds 

convertible and thought that it was 
quite a rare car.  Production records 
showed that only 119 F-33 
convertibles with six steel wheels 
and a rumble seat were ever built. 
 
So, we drove back to Auburn on 
Sunday hoping to buy the car that I 
had fallen in love with.  We had 
talked ourselves into thinking, 
“Oldsmobiles are sometimes not the 
most collectable cars, so it should be 
easy to win the final bid.”  Well 3PM 
arrived, and it was time for the 
Burgundy Beauty to be auctioned.  
To my disappointment, someone else 
wanted the Olds as much as we did, 
so the bidding quickly went back and 
forth for what seemed to me like a 
very long time, but at the end of the 
bidding, the beautiful 1933 
Oldsmobile convertible was ours! 
 

The Photographers Choice Award 
 
We gave our 1933 Olds its public 
debut during the 2011 Memorial Day 
parade in Dimondale. It ran 
perfectly, and we received a lot of 
good comments as we drove the 
parade route.  I got to ride in the 
rumble seat, and that was a fun 
experience for me, but I can’t say 
that I looked graceful getting in or 
out of it!  Then in June, we were able 
to attend the NAOC’s National Meet 

in Wheeling, WV.  There were two 
other very nice 1933’s there, but they 
were coupes, and again we heard, 
“We’ve never seen a 1933 
Oldsmobile convertible before”. 
 
We took our ’33 Olds to a few car 
shows this past summer, and many 
times people came up to our car and 
said, “This is an Oldsmobile?  I was 
thinking that it was an Auburn!”  So, 
I guess the Oldsmobile designers did 
a great job with the 1933 design. 
 
We took our Burgundy Beauty to the 
Red Barns Spectacular Car Show at 
the Gilmore Car Museum on August 
6, 2011, and we registered to have it 
judged in the 1926 to 1933 Class.  
After we parked our car next to an 
absolutely gorgeous 1930 Packard 
convertible, we doubted that we 
would win an award, plus we were 

parked with several 
other very beautiful 
cars that had newer 
restorations than 
our car.  The very 
spry and alert 101-
year-old Margaret 
Dunning from 
Plymouth, MI, who 
owns the Packard, 
was there with her 

gorgeous 
convertible, and it 
was our pleasure to 
have had the time 
to talk with her.   
 
The awards for our 
class were given 
out, and we did not 
receive an award, 

so our doubt proved to be correct.  
After all of the other class awards 
were presented, there were some 
special awards that were given out, 
and to our very pleasant surprise, our 
1933 Oldsmobile was given the very 
nice Photographer’s Choice Trophy.  
So, after owning this convertible for 
a little over a year now, I am still 
very much “in love” with our 
Burgundy Beauty! 
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R. E. Olds 
Chapter General 
Session Meeting  
December 6, 2011  
 
Vice President, Chris 

Heminger called the meeting to order 
at 7:00 PM. 
There were 24 present at the meeting.  
There were no guests present. 
Presidents Report: In Vicki’s 
absence, Chris welcomed and thanked 
the members and guests for attending.   
Board Meeting Items:  
1. The schedule for the Board and 

Chapter General Session meetings 
were approved by the Board.  The 
General Session meetings will be 
the first Tuesday of each month 
with exception of the month of 
November when we conduct the 
annual meeting and banquet.   

2. The Board meetings are scheduled 
on January 3, April 3, July 3, 
October 2 and December 4, 2012 

3. A very special Thank you to those 
that helped with the banquet.  It 
was a first class event and a lot of 
work for the committee setting it 
up and making the arrangements.   

Vice Presidents Report: Chris 
Heminger: Debra from the museum 
will be at the next meeting in January 
to present the current state of the 
museum and provide answers to any 
questions any member has regarding 
the museum activities, policies or 
procedures.  Dick Gratz will be 
scheduled for the May meeting for a 
presentation to the membership.  Dick 
was at the proving grounds with the 
tire and wheel engineering staff. 
Secretaries Report: Ed Shand read 
the minutes of the general session 
meeting for November 2011 were 
presented to the membership and 
opened for discussion. Judy Badgley 
motioned to accept the minutes as 
read.  Jerry Garfield seconded the 
motion. The membership approved the 
motion. 
Newsletter Report: Judy Badgley will 
publish the next newsletter and would 
appreciate any information quickly as 
the publishing of the next issue is just 
around the corner. 
Membership Chairman Report: Don 
Cooper reported: No new information 
to report. 

OCA Chapter Representative 
Report:  Eva Cooper reported: If you 
have your OCA registration expiring 
early next year please be sure to send 
in your renewal. 
Old Business: Homecoming: The next 
Homecoming meeting will be held in 
January 2012.  
New Business:  
1. Jerry Garfield will provide some 

instruction on how the judging is 
performed at the nationals at a 
future meeting.         

2. Jerry Garfield: OCA is considering 
a “Driven Class” in addition to the 
“trailer cars or show cars”.  He 
asked for additional comments on 
this concept.  NAOC is 
considering this addition as well.  
Judy Badgley stated that the 
criteria needs to be sorted out and 
needs to be fair and is solidly 
behind this concept.       

3. Steve Zaban asked a question 
about the two CD’s invested, 
where they were invested, at what 
rate of interest.  Troy provided the 
information to the membership. 

4.  Member, Dick Harrington’s 
Mother passed away.  The chapter 
will send card to him.  

 
Motion to Adjourn: A motion to 
adjourn the meeting was made by Jim 
Harsant and supported by Mike Ross.  
The motion was carried. 
Respectfully submitted:  
Ed. Shand, Secretary  
 

R. E. Olds Chapter 
General Session Meeting 

January 3, 2012 
 
President, Vicki May called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
There were 30 present at the meeting.  
There were 2 guests present. 
Presidents Report: Vicki welcomed 
and thanked the members and guests 
for attending.   
Board Meeting Items: The Board 
approved the appointment of Don 
Cooper as Membership Coordinator 
and Troy Collins as By-Laws 
Chairman. 
SPEAKER: Bill Adcock, President, 
Board of Trustees, R. E. Olds 
Transportation Museum (See article 
page 4) 

Vice Presidents Report: Chris 
Heminger: No other information to 
report. 
Secretaries Report: Ed Shand read 
the minutes of the general session 
meeting for December 2011 to the 
membership and opened for 
discussion. Troy Collins motioned to 
accept the minutes as read.  Jerry 
Garfield seconded the motion. The 
membership approved the motion. 
Newsletter Report: Judy Badgley 
distributed the newsletter to those 
members present. There is not a firm 
editor for the next newsletter. 
Membership Chairman Report: Don 
Cooper reported: We have 3 new 
members David Grist Lansing, MI 
1980 Cutlass Supreme; Mike Walters, 
Grand Ledge, MI, 1905 Curved Dash 
Model B;  Dave Hilliard, South Haven, 
MI 1970 442 W-30.  
OCA Chapter Representative 
Report:  Eva Cooper reported: OCA 
will look at our compliance report on 
January 15th.  Our report was 
submitted early.  
Old Business: None  
New Business:  
1. Future speakers scheduled; Dick 

Gratz former tire and wheel 
engineer with GM and Jerry 
Garfield (April).  

2. Bylaw Chairperson, Troy Collins 
reported the proposed by-laws 
change is on page 3 of the current 
newsletter.  The membership is to 
review the document and be 
prepared for voting on this change 
at the next General Session 
meeting. 

3. Homecoming: The next 
Homecoming meeting is on 
January 18th at 6:30 pm.  It is 
planned to be held at the Ramada 
Inn in Lansing. 

 
Motion to Adjourn: A motion to 
adjourn the meeting was made by 
Chris Heminger and supported by Troy 
Collins.  The motion was carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted: Ed. Shand, 
Secretary.  
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